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TOo' THE 


{ READER. 


Courteous Reader, 


Hou wilt find in theſe Papers 


ſome publick Memorials 
| both of Church and State, which 


3 * tend to maintain juſt and charicatiher” 


{Thoughts of our preſent Eſta- 


3 bliſhments and Governours ; with 
=certain Conſiderations of no ſmall 

moment to. be duely weighed by all, 
that importune or attempt a 


<Change ; and may poſſibly evince, 


AThat our Peace and Happineſs des | 


J ; pendeth rather upon 4 teachable Spi- 
 rit, and Chriſtian Obedience and 


: Submiſſion in the Subje&t, than 


' any great Necellity of Condeſcen- -_ 
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SOME 

ANIMADVERSIONS 
ON THE 

'F Proteſtant Reconciler , &, 
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SECT EL 


'The Reconcilers Apology in bis 
Preface. | 


OD is my Witneſs, what 1 
wn” diſcourſed otra 
apers, 1s my fixe & 
_—_ ; Which, 1 have taken 
5 xp upon Convif#ions, which I am of 
* able to reſet, and not from any carnal 
* Motives or any Prejudices whatſo- 
* eVET, | 
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*Yet, being ſerſble of my own weak- 
* neſs and proneneſs to miſtake in- judging, 
*and moſt anwilling to do the leaft dif-fer- 
© vice to the Church, of which I am at pre- 
© ſent an unworthy Member, or to thoſe 
* Reverend Superianrs, whom from my 
© heart I honour and own, as the true 
« Apoſtolick, Guides and Rulers of the 
* Church, ( which, if I be miſtaken in my 
« Judgement , I anwillizgly may do) I 
© therefore do extreat my Brethren of the 
* Clergy, who ſhall peruſe theſe Lines, to 
<£do it with the exaGest ſcrutiny, and, if, 
* upon peruſal, they do find, or judge 
<my Reaſons unconcluding, and that my 
* Judgement in this Matter is not accor- 
* ding to {ruth, that out of their abur- 
* dant Charity they would be pleaſed to 
* convince me of my Error. 

© There being nothing in the World, in 
* which I ſhall zzore heartily rejoyce, than 
* a clear Conviction, that 72 that part of 
*71y Diſcourſe, which doth concern my 
* ever-Poxour d Superionrs , | have been 
© miſtaken. | | 

* Teach me, my Reverend Brethren, 
*and I will hold my peace; caule me to 
underſtand, whereinT have erred, and 
*[ will #hazkfully, yea I will publickly 
© retrad 1t. | 

. oF | 
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© T hope, Iſhallnot be accuſed of Siy=  *® 
© eularity, or Unkindneſs to the Church of | 
- ©<England. | 
| « Since, what plead for in this Book, Ibid. p.sy 
© 1s only the Religion of my King, and 
Y * that which I have learx'd fron his most 
| © excellent Declaration, &c. 

« Since I my ſelf do from my heart con- 
* form to all that is required by the Church 
* of England, @&c. | 

« Since I verily believe all ſeparate Cor- 
© eregations in the Nation, which are not 
< © ſubje& to the Government of our Dzo- 
' © ceſans , are ſchiſmatical, and all they, 
© that do abetand head them, and exer- 
«© ciſe among them a ſpiritual FuriſdzFion 
© independent on them, do ſet up Altar 
* againſt Altar, and therefore out of pure 
* commiſeration totheir ſouls do plead in 
* their behalt. 

« Since I do ozly plead for this Con- 
« deſcenſion, becauſe I do really believe ; 
* *tis for the Glory, the Safety, the Ad- 
* vantage of the Church of England, and 
« of the Proteitant Religion; that it will 
* be highly inſtrumental for the Good of 
| * Souls, and will conciliate ſo great Re- 
? © zown and Credit to our Reverend Bi- 


PU natynaitballs 


4 * ſhops, as to make future Generations riſe 
* up and call them Bleſſed. And there- 
A 4 «* fore, 
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madver (tons. on 
&fore; if Thave been ſomewhat tranſport- 
*. cd beyond the meaſures of ney Station, it 
*is pure zeal for my Religion, and the 
© Good of Souls, and for the Honour, 
« Safety, and Advantage of the Church of 
* England and her Apoſtolical Governours, 
* which cauſed me to be thus tranſported, 

* Since I, who do now humbly plead 
© for Condeſcenſion, do intend, God wil- 
* ling, to plead, as ſtifffy, and , I hope, 
* with more Convi@1on, for ſubmiſſion to 
* the Conſtitutions of the Church of Eng- 
* land. 

« Since, laſtly, Iam very willing and 
* defrrows to be convinced of my Error,and, 
* ſuch conviction being given , to re- 
©traF, what I have writ on this Sub- 
6 Jerk. 

* I hope, what 1s written with all the 
* modeſty I could, and as much deference 
* to my moſt konourd Superionrs, as the 
* application of the preſent Subject would 
« permit : I ſay, if theſe things be conſi- 
* der*d, I hope, that I have given no 
© juſt occaſſon of offence to any Member 
* of the Church of England. | 

{ All this Lallow of, ſo far as 7t is not 
evidently proteſtatio contra factum3z for 
in that caſe the Reconciler himſelf will ex- 
cuſe us trom believing of men's demmres? 


Proteſtations. ] WE [ He 


FR A IEA I 


[ He entreats bis Readers, who! ſhall 
peruſe theſe Lines, to do it with theex- 
aFeſt ſerutiny, and profeſſeth, wherein-ſo- 
ever heſhall be convinced of Error, not 
only thankfully to accept of it,. but pub- 
lickly to retraft, &c. ] 
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SEcr. IL 
The Reconciler's Propoſition laid 


down. 
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5 1 "= things indifferent » Which @h.r. p.4, 
6 


maF-be changd and alter'd 
5+ without fin,or violation of God's Laws, 
© ought not, eſpecially under our preſent 
* circumſtances, to be impoſed by our 
© Superiours, 45 the conditions of Commu- 
© 7i04, Or as conditions, without which 
* none ſhall mrinifter in ſacred things, 
* though cal'd to that work, and none 
* ſhall be partakers of the publick Ordinan- 
* ces, which Chriſt hath left to be the 
* ordinary means of Grace and of Salva- 
* tion to Mankind 3 but ſhall wpoz: refi- 
5 ſal to ſubmit to them for ever be excluded 
t from the Church, and from the Privi- 
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P. 333» 


Some Animadverſions on 
© ledges belonging to the Members of 


«6.1 


A farther Declaration of what he 
means to contend for. 


* (1.) He, who faith, that it is ſcxfil 
* and miſchievous to impoſe theſe unneceſ- 
* ſary Ceremonies, and to retain theſe di- 
* ſputable expreſſions of our Liturgie, 
* which may be alter'd and removed 
* without tranſgreſſing the Law of God 
* faith /rueR>. 

* (2.) And he alfo, who pleads, that 
© Separation from Communion with us on 
* the acconrt of theſe few ſerupled Ceremo- 
* ies and diſputable expreſſions of our Li- 
© turgie, 1s ſnful and unreaſonable, as well 
* as miſchievous, doth alſo ſpeak the 
* words of 774th and Soberneſs. Or, 

* That one ſhould not impoſe theſe 
* things as conditions of Communion 3 
© and that the other ſhould not, when 
* they are once impoſed, refuſe Commu- 
5 7404 Upon that account. 

« Elſewhere, it is only the doing that, 
* which the firſ# Reformers declar'd to be 
* lawful upon great occations. The 
© Churches uſing ber Liberty in matters 
* woolly left to her Liberty, * Not, 


XUM 


the Pyateſtant Reconcilers &c. 


+ ſhed, or the Conformiſts forbid to uſe 


* them, bur that others ſbould be diſpenſed 


* with in their omiſſion, - 

{. The few Ceremonies are frequently 
expreſs d to be Kneeling at the Commu- 
nion, the Croſs in Baptiſm, and the Syr- 

lice. 
F The ſernpled and diſputable expreſſions 
in the Liturgy are 20 where ſet down. So 


| thatof theſe no definite Conclufion can be 


made. |] 


Elſewhere, he refers to the Treaty of 


the Savoy. 


+ In the Treaty of the Savoy, abate- P: 339- 


* ment of the Ceremonies, and alteration 

* in ſome difputable paſlages in our Litur- 

* gy, were all that was contended for. 
[ Though, I think, there was there alſo 
a ſpick and ſpan new Liturgie, or DireFo- 
ry by ſome drawn up, and pleaded for. 


Eljewhere, he refers to the Agreement Pref. p 10, 


between Dr. Bates, Dr. Marton , and 
Mr. Baxter, in a Conference with the 
Biſhop of CheSter and Dr. Burton, at the 
invitation of the Lord Keeper 'Bridge- 
mar, drawn up in form of an At by 


the Lond Chief Juifice Hales, for a Com- Ch.1o. 335 3 


prehenſ;on, and lamited Indulgence, or a 
uew AF of Oniformity, which ſhould nei- 


| ther 


5 Not, that the Ceremonies be abolz- Tbid: | 
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ther-leave al at liberty, ' nor impoſe any 
Thing' but neceſſary. Upon which, ſaith 
he,” Mr. Baxter queries, * Whether after 
* ſuch an Agreement, \t be ingenuity, to 
* fay,we know not what they world have 2 
{ And yet the Zvery will remain #-ſatis- 
fried, till wearetold who impowred them 
to a# in the Name of the reſt, or how 
we. may be aſſured, their Brethrez are of 
the /ame mind.”) 

. Elſewhere, to His Majeſties Declarati- 
01 from Breda, April 4.1660. *© of Liber- 
*ty to- tender (Conſciences, and that no 
* man bediſquieted or calld in queſtion 
* for Differences of Opinion,- which do not 
* diſturb the Peace of the Kingdom, &c. 
And, His other Declaration concerning 


_ Eceleſtaſtical Aﬀairs, *OFob. 25. 1660. of 


which more particularly afterwards, 
* 1 beſe , ſaith he, are the very terms of 
* Peace; which here I plead for, &c. 
Elſewhere, to the Excellent Dr. Stil- 
lingflect, "in his Preface to the Onreaſona- 
blerieſs of Separation,where he propounds 
this material 2ue3tion., © Is therenothing 
* to. be done for difenting Proteitants, 
* who agree with ws inall Do@rinal Arti- 


+.* cles of our Church, and only ſeruple the 


*nſe 'of "a" few Ceremonies, and ſome late 
&Impoſitions'? | Add, faith the Recor. 
» 2047S BRI 2 ciler, 


« . * 2 -" 


ciler, © and ſome diſputable expreſſions 
6-our Liturgie. |] Theſhort of his Conceſſs- 
ons ini Afnfiver hereunto is this. © 


© to the Ceremonies. The'S! 


© Croſs 'either wholly taki#-qway, or, if 


© that may give offence to others, the uſe 
© of it confined' t0 the publick, Adminiftra- 
* ti0n of Baptiſzs, or left indifferent," as 
* Parents deſire it. (2.) They , who 
© ſcruple Kxeeling at the Lord's Supper, 


© to. receive 1t- with the leaſt offence to 


© others, and rather Standing than'Sit- 
* ting. - (3.) Asto the Surplice in Paro- 
© chial Chiirches, it is not of. that conſe- 
© quence as to bear a Diſpute oze way, or 
© other And, as to Cathedral Churches, 
© there is 20 neceſſityof Alteration. (2.) As 
to the »/c' of God-fathers and God-mo- 
© thers : The Parents to be permitted to 
* joy: with the Sponſors, or 'publickly to 
* deſire the Sponjors to repreſent then in 
6 offering the Child to Baptiſm; Then,the 
© Sponſors to perform the Covenanting part, 
* repreſenting the Child ; and the Char, 
© afterwards given in common both to 
* Parents and Sponſors. | (2.). As to;ſome 
© Temper in the manner of Subſcriptions. 
* Ar abſolute Subſcription to all thoſe APti- 
* cles, which concern. the Do@rine of the 


* true Chriſtian Faith 5: And a ſolemn pro- 


» * mije 


- / 
pe I 
*» # 
F TA 


"7 Fre "TY PR RON Fe T2” 
: Y 2 Gu, —_ 4 -. 
A 25 4 CHE . þ 
4 £ . « 44 Y <tas 
6 ond» 4 het 4 ig wu 
i "I s ,2# » SL Ry RA 
3 PLAY Ee 4 Wart: 
e ++ un ON " 
F be, P o ” £* * + Os Gs : Pons 
: [4 FR * oe 7 « 2851 
- 4 y AS 
% . p Bs * (B Fo 
. % 
_ P * % p ** 
: . nv # = 
"_. . I 
vs 205 
" 
4 z 


Pe Wes &._ 


10 Some Animad verſions 01 


© miſe under their Hand, or Subſcription 
© of peaceable ſubmiſſion to the reſt, ſo as 
© not to oppoſe or contraditF them, either 
*in Preaching or Writing, upon the 
* ſame penalty, as if they had not ſubſcri- 
© bed to the 36. Then, as to the other 
© Subſcription required, 19. Jacobi, to the 
« Three Articles. The Firs, (faith he) 
© js provided for by the Oaths of Allegi- 
© ance and Supremacy. The Third the 
« ſame with #hat tothe 39 Articles : And, 
© as to the Secorzd about the Book of Com- 
© 10u-Prayer, it ought to be conſider?d, 
« (faith he) (1.) Whether for the ſatiſ- 
« faction ofthe ſceruplozs,lome more doubt- 
© ful&Þ» obſcure paſſages may n0t be explain'd 
© aud amended, ec. (2.) Whether, upor: 
© ſuch a review (by wiſe and peaceable men 
© not given to wrath and diſputing ) it be 
* not great Reaſon, that «/ perſons, who 
N. B. * officiate in the Church, be not only tied 
© to a conſtant uſe of it in all publick Offi. 
© ces, Which they ought in perſoz: tre- 
« quently to do but to declare at their 
© firit entrance upon a Parochial Charge, 
* their approbation of the uſe of it after 
« their own Reading of it. (3.) Whether 
© ſuch a ſolemn uſe of the Liturgie, and ap- 
« probation and promiſe q the uſe of it may 
* not be ſufficient, inſtead of yz. late 
* Form 
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© Form of declaring their 4ſſert and 
© Conſent. Theſe, ſaith the DoQtor, are 
« [the Things which appear to me rea- 
© ſonable to be allowed in order to an 
« Union, and which, I ſuppole way be 
© oranted without detriment or diſho- 
© nour to our Church. 


«* And theſe, ſaith the Reconciler, are prec. p.1g- 


* all I plead for in this Book, For as tor 


* thoſe, who deny the Lawfulneſs of Li- £6 


© txrgie, and the right Conſtitation of our 
© Churches, agd who would be exempted 
* from the Juriſdiction of their Biſhop, and 
£ ſet up Congregations ſeparate and inde- 
6 pendent on him, | know not, how to 
* plead for them, without pleading for 
* Schiſm, Confuſion, and Diſorder. | 

[ And yet #heſe, I fear, are the great- 
eſt part of Conſcrence-non-Conformiits. | 

{_ Thoſe likewiſe who rev?le our Reve- 
rend Biſhops as Tzrants and Oſurpers,and 
profeſs, rot to krow what is meant by the 
Charch of England, muſt here conſequen- 
tially be excluded.) 


Inote alſo, that the Excellent Dr. St. thid.p.1%. 


had anfwer'd, (and that trvely, faith the 


Reconciler ) © That there is 70 good N. B. 


* ground for any ſcruple of Conſcience as 
* tothe xſe of our Ceremonies, much leſs 


* for ſeparation from other Ads of Com- 


© muni- 


the Proteſtant Reconcfler, &c. nn 
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* munion' on theſe accounts. That the 


" ©primitive Church did anciently rect; ve 


Ibid.p.19, 


ſ 


© ze thepgiture of Adoration; [ where the 
* © Reconciler adds of his own, He durſt 
* notſay Kxeeling; of which more here- 


* after.) And that he doth zot queitior, 


* but the pradFice of our Church in the uſe 
* of God-fathers and God-mothers may be 
* juſtified. 

Next he refers to Dr. TiJotſor, in his 
Sermon on John 13. 34,35. © It is not 
* for private perſons to undertake in mat- 
© ters of publick Concernment 5 but I 
© think, we have nocauſeto dcubt, bur 
« the Governours of our Church ( not- 
* withſtanding all the Advantages of 
* Authority, and we think of Reaſon too 
* on oxr (ide ) are perſons of that piety 
© and prudence, that for Peace-ſake, and 
<in order to a firm Union among Prote. 
* tarts, they would be content, if that 
* would do it, not to infiſt on /ittle things, 
© but to yield them up, whether to the 
* Infirmity, or Importunity, or, perhaps, 
* in ſome very few things tothe my ws 
© Exceptions of thoſe, who differ from 
© us. ] *If then ( faith the Reconciler 
* hereupon, this be of doze, it muſt be 
*in his Judgement through defed? of piety 
* and prudence in ſome men, or of wg 
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tyith what is reaſoneble in others. 

[ Here ſhould be noted farther, that 
the Dear ſaid excellently well. (1. )* It 
* is'not for private perſons-to nndertake in 
* Matters of publick Concernment. (2.)Sup+ 
* poſeth Authority to have the Advantage 
© of Reaſon }oo on its fide. And {3.) 


'- ſpeaks of theſe Conceſſions ir little things 


for Peace-ſake, and in order to a firm Oni- 
02 among Proteſtants, with that hypotheti- 
cal clauſe of principal Remark in the pre- 


ſent Matter. * If this would do. B. N, 


Butl will not tranſcribe all his partics- 
lar References, bat content my {elf to an- 
nex ſome of his more general expreſſions. 

* Although ſome little Reaſor niay be 


* pleaded for their aſe : Although the |: = 


© Rulers of the Church have certainly a 
© Right to impoſe Things Indifferent, yet, 
« with ſubwiſſzou to them , I coriceive 
* they (ſhould zot exerciſe it to give occaſion 
* to then that deſire occaſion to traduce 
* thers, as men, that do more regard a 
" Ceremony than an Immortal Soul, the 
* exerciſing of their commanding Power, 
* than the reſerving of poor. Souls from 
* damning Schiſms, and the Church fron 
* ſad Diviſions , when it hinders the 
$ Preaching of the Goſpel ts their Flock, as 
* thit iripoſing ſeems to do. 
B 


Some. 


[1 


che Pyoteſfant Reconciier, &c. 13 , | 
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P. 126. 
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Sometimes he would have the Cere- + 


monies laid aſide or left indifferent ; fre- _ 
quently, * not impoſed as. Conditions of 
, Pons Governours to o—_ 
© fromxſing their | power of impoſing, 
© what is ot ar Ty» deſtru@Five, and 
© therefore not expediext tobe impoſed. 
© They may demonſtrate their impoſing 
* power ("ſaith he) in ſuch Expreſſions 
* and ſuch Ceremonies, as are leſs ſubje# 
* to Scruple. He would have them for- 
" bear, TH #& avre.y uns 6drmy/ Av: Or, tO ſhew, 
* that it is better to comply with their In- 
* junions, and yet not receſſitate hint, 
v that cannot come ki to _—_ leſt - great- 
© er ſim, viz. a Joul-deſtroying Schiſm, 
, FEY follow. rg Gag 
Elſewhere, * If our Superiours are 
© pleaſed to abate thoſe things or to re- 
* ſtrain them, not as ſinful to be prafti- 
© ſed, or with a proteſtation that they do 
© 20t eiteems them ſo 5 but purely for 
* peace-ſake and unity, and to prevent the 
© ruineof the weak, the ſcandal of Religi- 
* 0x in the general, and reproach of the 
© Proteſtant Religion 1n particular. This 
© will be ſatisfaFory to thoſe , who ſcruple 
© the uſe of them, and granting all they 
6 lead for. | | 
* What is here pleaded for, is wes 
© a de- 


the Pyoteſtant Reconcfler; &c. 25. 
©.2 denial, nor a diſſembling of the impo- P: 139- 
* ng power in Superiours, 'bat only ar 
$ abatement of the exerciſe thereof to- 

* wards ſome weak / gm by 
* Which may be doxe, with afferting 
* the power, and a profejſzor, that they FS nas 
* ſuſpend the exerciſe thereof,not through 
* convitFion, that it may not lawfully be 
© uſed, but out of pure commiſeration and 
* bowels of ompeſion towards their weak 
* Brethren, | . 
* The Diſſenters would put zo reſtraint 
* por: others , as to the Ceremonies in 
| *© conteſt, but only humbly crave a free- 
| © dom of Indulgence to themſelves, and © 
|; © would bethankftul for it, and contented 
| ©*with it, wi os; 227* dra ouvs dn” xa} bxfony, 
' * © out of meer pity and commiſeration to 
* their weakneſs. 
* An abatement of theſe Ceremonies, , .. 
A OD . 16g, 
purely on the account of pity and conde- 
| © ſerſion to the weaknels of our Chrilti- 
© an Brother. 
? © We contend about ſuch things, as 
| © may belaudably performed by. Inferiours P. 167. 
* *at the command of their Superiours, 
- © and may as landablybe kft indifferent by 
' © Superiours in the proſecution of higher 
 * Ends, 
* It ſeems to be the Duty of Inferiours 
B 2 _ 6 to 


—_— 


P. 160, 


16 Some Animadverſtons on —N 


P.177- © to comply rather with' the commands 
© of their Superiours, though they con- 
© ceive them burthenſom and inconvenent, 
* than to adminiſter occaſion to all thoſe 
© dreadful evils both to Church and State, 
© of which we have ſo fad experience. 
* And it doth alſo ſeem, to my poor 
* Judgement, to be praiſe-worthy in Su- 
« periours , ſhould they ſo far comply 
* with the peeviſhneſs and ſtiffneſs , the 
© weakneſs and infirmities of their Inferi- 
* ours, as not to give them occafion of 
* doing ſo much miſchief to themſelves 
* and others, and to theChurch of God, 
* by impoſing of thoſe things, which do 
* but very little good. 

P. 332 © Isnot the power in your own hands, # 
* to grant, or refuſe, as you ſhall ſee ex- 
* pedient to the great ends; of your whole 

* Miziſtry, the Glory of God, the peace 

* of the Church, and the ſalvation of 
* Souls ? If therefore they demand any 
© thing which is apparently repygrart to 
* theſe Ends, you have good warrant to 
© rejet? all ſuch unreaſonable proffers. 

Ibid. © What is deſired to be removed, but 
| « Things indifferent and unneceſſary, and 
© by our Church acknowledged to be ſuch ? 
© If therefore their demands ozly concer: 
* fach things, I hope the benefit of fjuch 


6 Con- 
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the Pteſfant Reconciler, &c. 17 
£ Conceſſions, here laid down, will fully 
* fatisfie the Reaſorableneſs of them. IF <y 
© they do-not concern them, they are not 

< pleaded for by me, nor can be rationally 


* pleaded for by then. 


© If this Condeſcenfion o2ly be allowed 
© upon theſe Conditions 5 That men en- 
* gpageby Oath or ſolemn promiſe,that they 
© will zever ſpeak, or preach, or writs 
* againit the little things, wherein they are 
* indulged, nor give diſturbance to the 


£ Church about them: 


© And with ſmart Penalties on them, 
* which upon theſe accounts do make or 
* contribute to any FaGions in the Church, 
©I know not what is further requiſite 
* for the prevention of ſuch FaGions. 

© Now. Thus would the meore moderate 
* Difſenters be content to be admitted ; 


* and thus alone can any wiſe man plead 


* for their Admiſſion. 


[. © The Controverſie depends on this , , 


c Iſſue, 


* Whether it be better that »2yriads of P. 155. 
* Souls ſhould be continually kept in danger 
* of eternal ruine, or a few needleſs Cere- 
* monies and Expreſſions ſhould be waved 
* to prevent that ruine 2") 
Again, [ * The Qneition honeſtly and N. s. 
5 truely ſtatedis only this, | 
B 


3 


 u8 Some Animadver fions on 
P. 338, * Whether #boſe Rales of the Church, 
335 © which concern Things indifferent, and 
* 10 their own nature by our own confeſſaon 
© alterable, ſhould not be alter*d or relax- 
* ed, when it ſo happeneth, that an hor- 
© rid Schiſzr, with all its dreadful Conſe- 
© quences, is by the Impoſition of thent 
* cauſed throughout the Body of the Na- 
* tion, and the ſalvation of innumerable 
« Souls 3s hazarded thereby £ ] | 
Thus I have laid together the faireſt 
Repreſentations of the Reconciler's Pro- |: 
poſal. 7 
And ths I could be content to leave | 
it recommended to the Conſideration of our | 
ever honoured Superiours, with all bumility 
and deference, as the Reconciler profeſſeth 
ſometimes to do ; only, there are theſe, 
two or three Yueries to be reſolved diſtin@- 
ly, as I conceive, in the determination 


OI It, 

Q. (1.) Whether this horrid Schiſm + 
with all its dreadful Conſequences, 1sjultly 
to be charged on the 7-zpoſition of theſe 
Ceremonies, and diſputable expreſſions of 
our Common-Prajyers , as the Cauſe of 
them? | 

Q. (2.) Whether the waving theſe 
few Ceremories and Expreſſions on the Con- 
ditions preſcribed, would contribute - 

| the 


P. 280, 
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the prevention or cure of them ? 
Q. (3.) Whether there is 0 other way 

of Redreſs for theſe Miſchiefs more reaſon- 

abk and probable on the Subje@s part e 


—_— 


: — — 
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Ut I, obſerve farther, That the Re- 
B conciler hath inſerted divers paſſages, 
that tend to prove the wtter — < 
of impoſing any Ceremonies, eſpecially that 
are inſignificant, without reſpect had to 
ſuch Reſtridions, as he at other times pro- 
pounds; and ſuch as ſlander our Refbr- 
mation and the Defenders of it. 


Of this ature 1s that Citation out of pref. p.2 . 


Bezg's 8th. Ep.to which he puts an Hand 
in the Margin, and marks it out in di- 
ind Letters. 

[* I affirm, That Men fo oft do grie- 

* 2onſly ſire, as they do introduce into the 
* Church of God any Sacramentels, that 
* is, any Ceremonies ſignificative of ſpiritu- 
* al things; and, that af/ ſymbolical Rites 
© ſhould be utterly excluded from the 
« Chriſtian Church, into which they ze- 
© ver could rightly be introduced ; and I 
B 4 © be» 


ehe- Proteſtant Reconeſler, &c. 19 © 


P, 26. 


P. 43+ 


Some Animadverſions . on © 


© believe the Church can never be reſto: | 


* red to her zative beauty, whilſt they do 
* remain. } 7. 
Again, out of the ſame Author. * As 
© to the Rite of Croſſing, though it be 
© oſt Ancient, Icannot ſee what good it 
* doth: T would by no means reckon it 
* among things indifferent 3 but think it 
© leſs ſo, than the brazen Serpent of He. 


© zekras, the Example of which good King 


* in this matter , that 1s, in deſtroying 
© the Idols of the Croſs and Crucifixes, 1t 
* behoves all Chriſtian Princes to imitate. 
[ And pon this the Reconciler after- 
wards expoſtulates, * Why do we not ra- 
* ther follow the Example of good King 
* Hezekiah, who broke the brazer Ser- 
* pert, and carefully removed that occa- 
* {jon of the Idolatry of {/ael, &c? This 
indeed is ar Inſtaxce , which the 20x- 
Conformaiits have all along been copious 
19 dilating on. ] | 
Again, from the ſame Epiſtle , with 
another hand in the Margin. | *They in- 
+ deed ſeem to me to do beſt of all, who,-o 
* leſs diligently than open Idolatries, do 
© aboliſh ſuch things, which, though they 
© are wot impious of themſelves , yet are 
* xnineceſſary, and. profitable for little, if a 
* man uſe them aright, but very #0x7049 


when abuſed.” And, 


25 OO 
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| And, according. to this rigor of Re- 
formation, the Reconciler afterwards ap- 
plies that ſerious Queſtion in the Homily 


the Proteſtant Reconciler, &c. 27 


of the Peril of Idolatry, directed there a- Ch.r.p.zr ; 


gainſt the wakers, ſetters-up, and. awain- 
tainers of Images in Churches, to thecaſe 


of impoſing our few indifferent Ceremo- 
arkass = is the Charity of God, or 


$ Love of onr Neighbour in our hearts, if 


 * when we may remove ſuch dangerous 

* tumbling-blocks tothe weak and ſimple 
{ *people, we will not remove them? 
*&*c.] 

Aeain, out of Mr. Baxter; *©It is a 
© Cruelty next to Diabolical to lay before 
men an occaſion for their damnatian 
* for nothing, p.327.] 


Again, from the ſame Author Beza ſtill. p;.c 


*If the Apoſtle did rightly chide the Ga- 
* Jatians, that they, having begyr in the 
« Spirit, fell back unto the Fleſh, with 
* how much greater reaſon may this be 
*ſaid of you of England, if, when you 
© have begun in the Spirit, you fall back, 
* not as they to the Fleſh, that is, unto 
* the Ceremonies of Moſes , but to the 
* Trifles and Refuſe of humane Iraditions? 
$ which God forbid !] 
{ * Which Things ſhould they once 
t happen, they would moſt _— 
- 
o 


P+2% 


P. 28. 


Some Animadverſtons on 


* the beginnings of auch greater Calami- | 


$ #res, than what you baveyetfelt. ] 


© The wuthof which PrediFior (faith | 


© the Retrorciler) we have _—_ by wofyl 
* experience - Laying the Load of all our 
© great Calamities upon this Inepoſition. 
Then the cites Zenchivs his vehement 
Declamation againit the Surplice to Yueen 


Elizabeth, upon the mriſ Information gi- 


ven him by ſome male-contented Bre- 
thren, 
* The fare of Contention about certain 
* Garments, 1s now again to the incredt- 
+ ble offcnce of the Godly, as it were 
* raiſed frome Hell, and kindled afreſh in 
* your Majeſties Kingdom ; and that the 
* occaſjon of the Fire 1s, becauſe your 
* moſt Graciows Majeſty, being perſwa- 
* ded by ſome, otherwiſe great men, and 
* carried with a zeal, but certainly not ac- 
* cording to knowledge, to retain Unity 
* in Religion, hath now more than ever 
* refolv'd and decreed, yea, doth i 
© aud Command, that all h 
* niiters of the Churches | here we have 
' an Hand in the Margie | ſhall in Di- 
* vine Service put on the white Jinner 
© Garments, which the Popiſh Prieſts uſe 
* now 1n Popery ; Yea, itisto be feared, 
{ that the Fire is {0 kindled, and caſts its 
* Flame 


iſhops and Mi-- 
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* Flame ſo far and wide, that el/ the 
* Churches of that moſt large and mighty 
© Kingdom, to the perpetual diſgrace of 
$ zour moſt Renowned Mijefiy, will beſet 
< on a flaming Fire. rs the Recon- oy 
ciler inſerts, Ob trxe Prophet / Though 
never Prince reigned with greater Queet, 
Security, and Hozowr]] *© Seeing the moſt 
© part of the Biſbops,men greatly renown- 
© ed for all kind of Learning and Godli- 
* eſs, had rather leave their Office and 
* Place in the Church, than, agaznſt their 
* own Conſcience,admit of ſuch Garments. 
{ And upon.this the Recorciler be- 
ſtowsa N. B. though it be, iz truth, an 
evil Note and falſe Suggeſtion concerning 
the woſt part of the Biſbops z for we rea 
of but oe, Biſbop Hooper by Name ; 
who alſo, though he for ſome time food 
it out, yet upon long Conference at lf? 
reformed himſelf , and yielded to the 
publick judgment of the Church.) | 
Of the ſaxee nature is that other raſh 


aſſertion of Lanchivs. *It is out of all doubt, yp. 0. 


* that by This Law concerning Appare! 
* all Godly men will be offended. 

And as vain was the Fear of the Re- 
turn of Popery by This means, which he 


lo Rbetoricates upon. * Methinks I fee e. zu. 


*and hear the Monks crying out with 
* loud 


tbe Psteſſant Reconciler, &c. 23 Ks. 


P. 32. 


8 Thecortrary to whichis to be ſeenin 


Some Animadverſtons 011 
© loud voices in the. Palpits, both cor-- 
* firming their "yer in their ungodly 
* Religion by the Example of your Maje- 
* ſty, and alſo faying 3 What, doth not 
* the Zneer of England allo, a moſt lear- 
© ned and prudent Princeſs, . begin by /it- 
© tle and little to come back to he Church 
© of Rome 2 The holy Veitments of our 
* Clergy being again received, we are 
* in good hope the day will come, where- 
*inſhe will at length recal af the other 
* Rites and Sacraments of . the holy 
* Church of _ 

Then, upon the Inſtance of the brazem 
Serpent betore- mentioned, taken away 
by godly King Ezekzas , he allumes, 
© How much wore then are thoſe unclear: 
© Garments tobe baniſhed out of the Church 
* of God, ſeeing the Apoſtles never uſed 
© theme, but the Whore of Rome hath uſed 
© them in her Idolatrowe Worſhip, and to 
* ſeduce men? 

Again, | which the Reconciler marks 
out 1n diſtin CharaQters ] <* All men 
« know, that the 20ſt part of all the Chur- 
* ches, who have fallen from the Biſhop 
* of Rome for the Goſpel's ſake, do not 
© only wart , but alſo abhor theſe Gar- 
© ments. | 


the 
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the learned Durelt's View of the Go- 
vernment and publick Worſhip of Godin 
the Reformed C hurches beyond the Seas, 
wherein is ſhewed their Conformity and 
Agreement with the Church of England, 
as it is eſtabliſhed by the AF of Unifor- 
mity. 

Next I challenge that paſſage from Mr. 
Baxter's Diſpute of Humane Ceremonies, ©: 45 
which the Reconciler thus introduceth. 
©Tis ſhrewdly argued by Mr. Baxter, 
© This ſeems to be coming after _ to 
© amend his Laws, and make better Laws 
© and Ordinances for his Church, than he 
© hath done, e>c.' ] which 1s only the 
old Argument varniſh'd afreſh, * There is 
© but one Law giver. | 

Next, That of Acontizs, which goes . 
farther, to the excluding any publickCon- 
fejſuor of Faith in the Church beſides the 
Reading of the holy Scriptures to the Peg- 
ple. 

* This excellent Obſervation (laith the p, ,.. 
© Reconciler) That in the Fewiſb Charch 
* the Reſtitution of Divine Worſhip was 
* often made by pioxs Princes, but never 
* did they make any publick C onferor of P. 53- 
* their Faith, but oxly read the Scriptures 
* to their People, aboliſhed Idolatry and 
* all the footſteps of Impiety, and zhe 


© owning 
$ 


the Pyoteſtant Reconcfler, &c. 25 "» 
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Some Animadverfrons on | 


© owning of the Scriptures was to them & 
* Confeſſion of their. Faith. And why 
* (ſaith he) are we wiſer than they were £ 
* Ia my Judgetnent it ſeems beſt agreeing 
©1n oxe publick Symbol to aboliſh all other 
* Corfeſſrons of particular Churches. 

Here now 1s a Door wide enough to 


ſend the three Creeds packing with the 


' three Ceremonies 5 and ſome, I fear, 


Pref. p.9. 


Pref.p. 59. 


Ch.1. p.3- 


would be well enough contented fo to 
do. | 

I cannot excufe theſe Paſſages from 
ſome nrkindneſs, and dif-ſervice to the 


Church of England, and thoſe Reverend 


Sperionrs, whom the Reconciler profeſ- 


ſeth from his heart to acknowledge the + 


true Apoitolick Guides and Rulers of it. 
I cannot but think, that thoſe, who #hxs 
240deitly plead for Condeſcenſion , do 
want ſomrewhat of due Reverence to our 
Dear Mother, as he yet vouchſafes to 
own her. I muſt needs tax him as ſome- 
what tranſported beyond the meaſures of his 
Station, as his own heart, it ſeems, miſ- 
gave hinz that he might be. 
= I have ſome farther Reaſons lo to 
udge. 
: *Whoſvever (faith he) ſhall peruſe 
* the Writingsofthe Learned Dr.Stil/;ng- 
* fleet and bis Defenders, will find that 
45-18 hay + 
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* they. have beenvery, ſilent on this Head, 
* [ aying anything to juitzfic the exerciſe 
* of a” Authority }, and, have »porr 


* the Matter left our Rulers in the dd © 


* Iurch. 
And ſo, for ought I find, heis wiling 
ta leave them, not without. an Applauſe 
of the Triumphs of their Adver ſaries upor 
this Occaſion. 
© This is the import (faith he) of »ru- P. 202: 
* xy ſhrewd Queftions, which meet with 
* in the Books Fl the Difſenters, to which 
© I find 2:0 Anſwer in the Replies. of: any.of 
© their Adverſariesz and, which 1 do en- 
© treat our Champions for the Church of 
* England, as they reſpe& the Credit of 
© our Church-Governours, the Reputation 
© of our Church, and of her Diſcipline,not 
© to pals by, without the. /eai# notice 
© taken of them, as hitherto. they have: 
* done. Some Untoward Yneitions of 
© this nature have been collected from 
« Mr. Baxter's Works by My. Barret in 
© his Reply to the Reverend. Dean of St. 
© Pauls. — Moreover Mr. Barret biwſelf'p. 20g. 
© hath offered | vary Lneſtions of like na- 
© tare, which being ſlow of underſtand-- 
*1ng, I cannot arſwer to my. own fatiſ- 
* faction, and therefore do cry out, Mer 
* of Iſrael help... ES 
To [As 


the Proteſtant Reconciler, &c. 27: 
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Some Animadver frons on 
[As the Jews of Afia did, when t 
faw Paul in the Temple, ſtirring iq; 
© the people, crying out, Men of Iſrael help 
This is the man that teacheth all men eve- 
ry where againſt the People and the T.aw, 
and This Place, ec. AQs xxi. 27. 28, 
This is the z»luckie Pattern, which the 
Reconciler here, unwittingly I am per- 


ſwaded, writeth after.) 


Among theſe Queſtions oe 3s, 

© What, if the Old Liturgie, and that 
© new one compiled and preſented to the 
© Biſhops at the Savoy 1661. had both 
© paſſed, and been allowed for Miniſters 
© to uſe, as they judged moſt conveni- 
*ent ? might not ſeveral Miniſters and 
© Congregations in This caſe have uſed 
* ſeveral modes of Worſhip, without breach 
© of the Churches peace, or counting each 
© other Schiſmaticks * What if our King 
* 2d Parliament ſhould make a Law en- 
*;oyning Conformiſts and Non-Confor- 
_— that agree in the ſame Faith and 
* Worſhip for ſubſtance, to attend peace- 
© ably on their Miniſtry, and ferve God 
* and his Church, the beſt they can, whe- 
* ther they uſe the Ceremonies and Litur- 


46> © zie [here our Reconciler hooks 1n ſcru- 


© pled expreſſions of the Liturgie) or xo, 


* without uncharitable Refletions or 


* bitter 


the Pyoteſtant Reconciler, &c. 29 * 
bitter Cenſures upon one another ei- | 

« ther in word or writing? where would 

© be the ſprfulneſ7 of ſuch a Law £) 

Hete now is a plain —_— (to the 

contrary of what we heard before) that 

ſomewhat elſe was inſiſted on at the Sa- 

voy, than the Abatement of Three Cere- 

monies, and ſome ſcrupled Expreſſuons of 

the Liturgie, And here is a door ſet 

open for thoſe independent Schiſmaticks, 

our Reconciler (aith , he dare not, and 

cannot plead for, agreeing, as they alſo al- | 
ledge, 7 the ſame Faith and Worſhip for 
ſubſtance, And the trath is, They who | 
ſeruple the Ceremonies, do for the moſt 
part ſcruple the Litargiez and they who 
ſcruple ſome Expreſſions, had, it may be, i 
as lief be without the whole. And, in the } 
caſe of theſe two Liturgies allowed, what- : 
muſt be done, where oze part of the ſame 
Congregation is for the old and another for 
the new 2 What, where the Miniſter is 
for the old, and the People for the mew 2 
Or, the Miriſter for the new, and the 
People for the old? Or, the Miniiter for 
neither, new, nor old £ &c. Art this rate 
it were eaſie to multiply Queſtions , arid 
there is a Proverb in that caſe, which I 
It not now to mention. 
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P. 253 


309 by Some Animadverſions on 


I paſs by divers other things, at pre- 
an of which we ſhall meet wh, 
by the way, hereafter. 

Thereare two ſmart Inferences, where- 
in the Excelent Dr. Stilling fleet is parti- 
calarly concerned, as he will juitifie bis 
Truth and Sincerity. 

*(1.) Hence we may ſee how [:ttle 
* ſemblance of Truth hath that pretence, 
* that theſe thingsare to be retained, and 
* appointed out of due Reverence to An- 
© tiquity , þ referring in the Margiz to 
Dr. StiY. Hiſt. Acconnt, p. 16, ] * For if 
* men will endurethings tobe called by 
© their proper Names, 1s it not very like 
* Hypocriſie, to pretend to retain three 
© Ceremonies, Exc? Moreover, to retain 
© this kreeling poiture out of due Reve- 
* rence to Antiquity, when zo ſuch poſture 
© was uſed by Antiquity, | he calls it elſe- 
© where a #ovel Thing |} 1 fear cannot be 
* well excuſed from Falhood, or from 
* zupoſing on the People. 

* [ 2.) Hence we may ſee, how vainly 
© *tzs pretended , that theſe Ceremonies 
* were retained or impoſed to mwarifeit 
* the Jufice and Equity of the Reformati- 
* on, by letting their Enemies lee, they 


© did not break Communion with them 


* for meer indifferent things; or that they 
« left 


> v4engþ3 + ua 
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© left the Church of Rowe #0 farther, 
© than ſheleft + ung 009 Vx [quo- 
ting again 1n gin, Still.p. 14. 

, > ob chews the Cud upon it, EP 
goo over with it again in the cloſe of his 


HLoſt- ſcript. 


the Pudteltant Reconciler, &c. 


31 


© Hewill be convinced, if he be 542 v. 353- 


* ful in Antiquity; of the great Inſcacerity 
* of theſe two Pretences. 1. That we, 
* laying the reſt aſide, havekept our pre- 


© ſent Ceremonies out of due Reverence 


*to Antiquity, And 2. that we have 
* left the Couch of Rome only in thoſe Ce- 
© remonies, 10 Which ſhe hath left Anti- 
« quity. ] 


Thus he treats the [ngeniows and moſt : 


Judicious Dr. Stilling fleet , as he ſome- 


+ 270 


P. 81. 


times careſſes hitn, the Reverend Dr.$til- P. 109. 


the Excellent Dr. Stillingflett—— and, 
through hzmz, I fear, caſts ſorre dirt up- 


on his Dear Mother the Church of Eng- 


land in her publick Declarations. 

The reading of ſome Diſſenters Books, 
ſeems unto me to have a little impeeviſhd 
him , and diſturbed the more calm and 
temperate diſpoſition of his nature (0 


that he treats his Adverſaries, zow and 


then, with too much ſlightizgg and con- 
tempt. Thus, what Dr. Womock alledg- 
2 eth 


| lingfleet, the Learned Dr. Stil/inefleet, Pref. p15 


43. 


P. 155, 
ec. 
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eth out of Meiſner, a Learned Lutheran, 
he calls irifling Arguments, giving the he 
to St. Paul, Falſhoods and Fooleries, mi- 
ſerable Trifles. 

But particular perſons may the better 
bear with him, fince he ſometimes forgets 
himſelf in his Duty of Reverence to the 
Church and the Apoitolical Governours 
thereof That paſſage, Ithink, is ſoxre- 
what = Pha mats vain, where he ta- 
citly reſembles the Ceremzomesr (which he 
elſewhere calls trivial things) unto the 
May-pole. © Let him, that will have a 
, * May- pole, have it, and he, that would 
© not have it, have no May-pole. 


the Pyoteſtant Reconciler, 8c. 33 


SetcT IV. 


Deſire, it may be wel conſidered, by 
how great and ſacred Authority, and 
that #pon the matureit examination, the 
things excepted againſt ſtand eiFabliſhed ; 
Authority both Civil and avs mrs 
that of the Convocation , which 1s the 
- Church of England Repreſentative, and of 
the Parliament, which includes King, 
} Lords and Commons, the Conſent of the 
* whole Nation involued ;, and This, not 
? once, but often, time after time, the Ob- 
; jedions to the contrary frequently canvaſ- 
| ſed and deliberated upon. All ſorts of E 
' Authority meet herewith Advantage. 
. This the Reconciler had in his eye, when 
' he ſaid, with adeal of Reaſon forit. 
; * I know that it is not in their power 
RE. Omen the Reverend Biſhops) at pre- Piefp- 9- 
© ſent to make ſuch Conceſſrons, they be- 
© ing as much #zed to the obſerving of the 
* Laws, asany orderof men, and having 
< NO power to iſpenſe with them, or to 
« make any Propoſals tor the healing of 
« Our Breaches, till by his MajefFies An- 
3 * tho- 


Y 
2 


4 
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© thority they meet in Convocation for 


© that end : And theyefore wozder at the 


1. © wickedneſs and injuſtice of thoſe men, 


* who clamonr ſo much againſt them, 
© becauſe ſuch -Condeſcenſions are not 
© 2:zmediately made, that is, becauſe they 
* do not change the Laws, which is not 
* m their power toda. 

All the Arguments therefore, which 
the Reconciler doth fo coprouſly inſiſt 
upon, for an ezlarged Charity 1n the cen- 
ſuring and judging of others, whoſe Cor- 
ſciences , as he ſaith, we cannot know 
but by their profeſſions, (he ſhould have 
added, and open prafices) do reach 
more ſtrongly ard the harbowrring, or 
infnyating of undue Fears and Fealouſtes 
concerning our Superiours, whom the fifth 
Commandment enjoyns us to horovr. 
Wecannot be too careful of all #njusF 
and uncharitable Imputations to our Go- 
Vernours. FF. - 

Let me here call to mind ſowe few Clau- 
ſes of the Af of Uniformity, wa the firit 
year of 2uten Elizabeth of blefled Memo- 
ry, confirmed again in the eight year of 
her Reign. 


© If any Miniſter ſhall preach, declare, 


Prix Bi%© or fpeck any thing in derogation or de- 


© praving of the faid Book ( of Common- 
| | * pray- 


the Paoteſſant Reconedler; &c. 35 "M 


0 prejer, &c..) ar eny thing therein con- Ago 
© tained, or of any part thereof, and ſhall wet 
© be thereof lawfully conviffed according gating 

© to the Laws of this Realm, by YVerdi®# ——_ - 

« of twelve men, or by his own Cpt deſpifing 


5 on, or by notorious Evidence of 


alF, Dy thing 


© he hall Joſe ard forfeit to the wee; —_ 
6 Highneſs, ber tag eee for ”f —_— 
« his fi offence, the profit of all hie ſps- 1" 


© ritual Benefices or Promotions, coming 
© or accruing in one whole year next after 
© his Conviction ; and alſo, that the per- 
* fon ſo convit, ſhall for the ſame of. 
« fence ſuffer Impriſanment by the ſpace of 
5 fx months without Bail or Main- 
5 priſe, >. 

* And it is Ordain'd and Enafed by 
© the Authority eforeſaid, That if any per- 
* ſon or perſons whatſoever after the ſaid 
© Feaſt of the Nativity of St. John Bap- 
© tiſt next coming , {hall in any Inter- 
© ludes, Plays, Songs, Rhimes, or by 
* other open words, declare or ſpeak any 
© thing in the derogation, depraving, or 
* deſpiſeng of the ſaid Book or any thing 
© therein contained , or any part thereof, 

Y Then every ſuch perſon , being 

+ thereof lawfully convict in form afore- 
* ſaid, (hall forfeit to the 2xeer our So- 
* veraign Lady, ber Heirs and Succeſſors, 

C 4 fox 


P NR. 
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© for the firſt offence , an hundred 
[ The zeal © Marks, &c. _ 
of the « And, for a due execution hereof, the 


>= © OWucens mot Excellent Majeſty , the. 


poral and * Lords Temporal and all the Commons int 
 Comnots « #h;s preſent Parliament allembled , do 
the 8:h07%, * i» God's Name earneſtly require and 
and other & charge all the Archbiſhops, Bifhops, and 


CO © other Ordinaries, that they ſhall endea- 


will as 6 pour themſelves, to the zttermoi? of 


fmer it be © ; heir knowledge, that the due and true 

a, ge, t at tne ar 
fo = _ * execution hereof may be had through- 
xecution of © gut their Dioceſles and Charges, as 
ro end. * they will anſwer before God for ſuch 
ſon Law.) * Evils and Plagues, wherewith Almighty 

© © God may juſtly puniſh his people for neg- 


| « lefting this good and wholſom Law. 

A Provi-- * Provided always, and be it Enacted, 
wn tou- þ * I hat ſich Ornaments of the Church and 
Omennts © of the Minifters thereof;(hall be retain'd 


Ornaments p : 
of th 5% and be 7x uſe, as were 1N this Church of 


PRs , England, by the Authority of Parlia- 


as are to * zyent, in the ſecond year of the Reign of 


ew , * King Edward ; until other order ſhall 
power leje * be taken by the Zucens Majeity, with 
to rake © the Advice of ber Commijſtorers ap- 
oY © pointed and authorized under the 
Rites and © Great Seal of England, or, of the Me- 
ies] * tropolitan of this Realm. 


* And 
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© any Contempt or Irreverence to be uſed 
5 in the Ceremonies or Rites of the Church, 
5 by the miſ-uſing of the Orders appointed 
372 this Book, the _ Mojgh 

£ by the /ike Advice of the ſaid Com 

5 oners or Metropolitan, ordain and pub- 
5 liſh ſach farther Ceremonies, as may be 
5 moſt for the advancement of God®s Glo- 
5 ry, the edifying of his Church, and the 
5 due Reverence of Chriſt's holy Myſtcries 
© and Sacraments. 

And, now, I have occaſion toremem- 
ber, that the firi# ſtep of the Reconciler's 
Apology 18 in theſe words [_* Since what 
5 I plead for in this Book is only the Reli- 


« gion of my King, &c.] And that he Pref. p.53. 


begins his Preface with ſome remarkable 
Sayings ( ad amoliendam invidianm ) of 
King James, King Charles the Martyr, 
and h3s preſent Majeity. It may not be 
amiſs to ſhew a little ore particularly, 
bow far 1t may be ſaid with i»genuity and 
truth, that he hath learned of theme, or 
pays 4 deference to their Judgements and 

Authorities, 


wiſh | 


"Ms 


the Proteſtant Reconciler, &c. 3 
« And alſo, That if there ſhall happen 


7 


<[ To begin therefore ( faith: he ) Pref.p.3,4. 


© with the Teſtimonies of our Learzed 
* and Judicious _— 5 That excellent 
FDeterminatian of King James is worthy 

=, +=. 
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A114 Ca- © tg be had jm perpetual Remembrance, 
card, Per. © 972. His Majeſty thinketh, that for 
roon. *© Concord , _ is no _— way than 
* dilipently to ſeparate things zece/fary 
, from: things unneceſſary 5 and tobeſtow 
* all our labour, that we may agree ir: the 
© things neceſſary, and that 1n things un- 
* neceſſary there may be Chriitian Liberty 
Ty * #Howed. Now His Mije#y callsthoſe 
4 Y ings fnrp'y neceſſary, which the Word 
* of God expreſly commandeth to be believ- 
* ed or done, N. B. or which the ancrent 
* Church did gather from the Word of 
* God by neceſſary conſequence, | here he 
had done as well to have added a N. B. 
too | © But thofe things, which by the 
* ConStitntion of men without the Word of 
© God were for a time received into the 
* Chureh of God , though -pronfly and 
* praclently introduced, His Majesty con- 
* ceives,' they may be changed, mollified, 
* antiquated - And what Pim the ſecond 
* ſ\md of the Celebacy of the Clergie, that 
* bring anciently ef#abliſhed by good Right, | 
© by better it might now be antiquated ; 
* that His Majeity believes may in the ge- 
* 2z#al be ſajd of moft Ecclefpait ical Obſer- 
© vations introduced without the Word of 
* God. }] This, faith the Reconciler, 1s a 
© solden Senterce , and fully juitifies all 
* that plead for in theſe Papers. ] Now 
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the Proteflant Veconciley, &c. 39 7 
Now here I obſerve, (t.) That this 
was propoſed by His Majetty, for Con- 
cord between different Churches : And 
whereas the Recorciler, elſewhere , de- 
mands, * What Reaſon can begiven, why Pref. p.57. 
| © the Conditions of Communion betwixt 
l * ReformedChurches, ſhould not obtain 
< amongſt the wembers of the ſame Chri- 
* tian Church?) T think, That Reaſon, E 
« which the Church in = 34th. Article, * I 
© aſſagns , 1s here conſiderable + | Every 
; _—__ and Fo emmſr C fo hath 
© Authority to ordain, change, and abo- 
© Iiſh Ceremonies or Rites of the Church, 
* ordained by mens Authority, ſo that 
* all things be done to edifying,] which 
words he ſets down 1n axother place. _—. Ch.2. y.35 
And This owr Parliament in the AG of 
Oniformity had an cye unto. © Provi- 
© ded, That the Pezalties in this Ad ſhall | 
* not extend to the Forreignere, or Ali-  , _ 
* exs of the Forreign Reformed Churches, a 
© allowed or to be allowed by the King's 3 
| 6 Majeity, lis Heirs and Succefſors in 
* England. TheLaws of every Church 
and Kingdom are for their ow mem- 
bers. * In theſe our doings we condemn 
* 20 other Nation, nor preſcribeany thi 
R * but to our own People only, &c,] Second 
Pref. to the Liturgie. | 


But 


CUM 


40 


Mr. Ma- 


jon's Serm. 


ON I Cor. 
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But then (2.) I note farther, That 
King James his opinion was, That ever 
things by the Conititution of men without 
the Word of God, might be piouſly and 
prudently introduced into the Church of 
God , as well as »por: occaſion changed, 
moliified, or antiquated. And, what he 
aſſerts in the cloſe, is (4 n nay) of 
moit Eccleſtaitical Obſervations introduced 
_— the Word of God, not of all of 
EFDem. 

That »ſeful diſtintion of King James 
between #hings mecefſary and unneceſſary, 
is well declared by oze of the eminent Di- 
vines of our Church. 

« Neceſſary Icall That, which the eter- 
© nal God hath in his Word preciſely and 
© determinately commanded. or forbidden, 
* either expreſly or by infallible conſe- 
* quence. [ndifferent, which the Lord 
* hath ot ſo commanded, nor forbidden, 
* but is commanded in the holy Scri 
* ture rather potentially than 2Zualh, 

* comprehended in general DireFions, 
* not preciſely defined by particular De- 
* terminations, Whatſoever God hath 
< in his Word preciſely commanded, 1s 
* xeceſſary to be done, tor not doing of it is 
© 2 ſin. Whatſoever God hath forbidder, 
* ſo long 45 it is forbiddi n, is necellary _ 


the Proteſtant Reconcilery 8&c. 41 
© be left undone, for the very doing of it 
© is a ſin, Whatſoever 1s neither con- 
* manded nor forbidden , that (whether 
© it concern Church, or Common-wealth) 
« is left to God's Vice-gerents upon Earth, 
© who, according to the exigerce of the 
* State, may by their direQtion command 
* ;t to be dene, or to be left undone, and 
* both without ſin. | 
And this is mmch more diitinG, than, 

what the Reconciler cites from the Lord 
Falkland's Reply to White. | *Iamcon- pref. p.12. 
« fident, that all, who receive the Scrip- 
© fure for the only Rule, and believe, what 
* is there plain to beonly neceſſary, would, 
* ( if they trxely believed, what they pro- 
© feſſed, and were not led «ſide, either by 
* prejudice, or ſome Popiſh reliques of hol- 
* ding what they have been long taught, or 
£ following the Authority of Fome perſons 
© either alive or dead by them much 
* eſteemed) ſoon agree 17 4s with as is 
| * neceſſary, and in concluding no neceſſity 
, *.of agreeing in more , there being no 
« doubt, but it would ſooz: appear plainly, 
” © what is plain.) 
| Thereis need of a great deal of Caution 
in declaring the Scripture to be the ozly 
Rule, that it be reſtrained to matters pe- 
' » Culiarly of divine Revelation, and neceſſary 

in 


"46 

in order into ſalvation, -[ * Hzc ſenter- 

© tia fuit omnium piorum patrum, qui 

© etſiin /zberis ritibus agnoſcebant Autho- 

© ritaters ws tamen in Dogmatibys 
ſol 


* Fidei eam ins Scripture __—_ 
. _— putabam, Biſhop Daverart 
ad Coloſ. 4. 4. ] 
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But to return againto King James. 
What his Judgement was in theſe mat- 
ters, he particularly declared at the fa- 
mou Conference at Hempton-Court in the 


S$ce, Summ beginning of his Reign 0 where oxe 0 
of the Con- the Lords ſaid, * He was fully perſwaded, 
rexce (3) © His MajeiFyſpakeby the initind of the 


Dr.Barlow, 


Dean of * Spirit of God, The then Lord Chan- 


Cheſter ) 
I 603, 


P. 86. 


P. 96. 


celloy ſaid, © Thave often heard and read, 
© that Rex ei# mixta perſona cuns Sacerdo- 
© ze, but I never found the truth of it till 
* this day. And the Archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury affirmed , That * undoubtedly 
* His Majeſty ſpake by the ſpecial affaſt- 
© ance of God's Spirit. 

Now His Majeſty there declared, © It 
* was his happireſs.above others, (his Pre- 
* deceſJors) becauſe they were fain to al- 
* ter all things they found eſtabliſhed, 
< but he ſaw yet no cauſe ſo much to al- 
* ter and change any thing, asto confirm = 
© that, which he found wel ſetled already, 
* not without Gratzlations to Almight 
* God for it. 4 And 


© the. Poteflakt Reconciler, 6c. 


And © the Biſbop of London put His 
« Mijefty in mind of the Speeches which 
« the French Exbaſſador, Mr. Rogne, gave P. 38. 
« out concerning the Church of Raglan j 
« both at Canterbury after his arrival, and 
< at the Court afterwards, upon the w#ew 
* of our ſolemn Service and Ceremonies, 
< namely, that, if the Reformed Chur- <0 
© obes of France had kept the ſame Orders 


© among them, which we have, he was 


© aſſured, there would have been «ery 
© Thouſands of Proteſtants wore there,than 
$ now there are, 

When Mr. K newſi#ubs took excepti- 


ons to the Croſs from the offence of weak P. 67. 


Brethren, grounded on the words of Ss. 


Paul, Rome. 14. and 1 Cor. 8, (which P. 59. 


the Reconciler ſo induſtriouſly amplifies in 
his Ling firſt beg © 

* His Majeſty hr an wit ' g6- 
© neral Rt the Fathers , Diitingue 
© Tempora &* concordabunt Scripture, 
* ſhewing the ditierence of thoſe Times 
* and ours + Then a Church ot fully 
* plantednor ſetled, but ours long eſtabls- 
© ſhed and flouriſhing : Then Chriſtians 
* xewly calld from Paganiſm and not 
* throughly grounded , which is not the 
© caſe of this Church, ſince that Heathen- 
* uh Dodrine for mary years hath you 

rom 


44 


P. 6g, 
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© from hence abandoned. 2. He added 
© a Sreſtion unanſwerable, asking them, 
< How long they would be weak 2 Whether 
© 45 years were not ſufficient for them to 
* erow ſtrong in ? Then 3. Who they 
© were , who pretended this weakneſs 2 
« For we, faith His Majeſty, require not 


© now Subſcription of Laicks and [deots,. 
© but Preachers and Miniſters, who are 


© not ſtill, I trow, to be fed with milk, 
© but able to feed others. And, 4!y, that 
< it was not to be doubted, ſome of there 
© were itrong enough, if not head-Strong ; 
< and, howener they in this caſe pretend- 
© ed weakneſs, yet ſome in whole behalf 
© they now ſpake, thought themſelves able 


| ©to teach Hime and all the Biſhops of the 


© Land. 2s | "iP 

The 2wueſtion afterwards being pur, 
* Whether Th Church had power = infti. 
© tute an external ſignificant Sign? 

© Mr. Dean of the Chappel alledged the 
«* Pratice of the fews, who unto the 
© Inſtitution of the Paſſover preſcribed by 
© Moſes, had, as the Rabbirs witnelled, 


55> © added both Sigur and Words , eating 


© ſowr herbs and drinking wine , with 
© theſe words to both, - 1 ake and eat Theſe 
© in Remembrance, &c, Drink This in 
* Remembrance , &c. Upon which ad- 

dition 


XUM 


the Pwteftant Reconcfler, &c. 45. 
© dition and Tradition of Theirs our Sa- 
© vtour inſtituted the Sacrament of his 
© laſt Supper, in celebrating it- with the 
* ſame words, and after the ſame manner, 
© thereby approving That Þ a& of Theirs + 7%: 
© 7 particular, and generally ,. [hat a 
* Church may inſtitute and retain a Sion 
© tgnificant 5, which ſatisfied his Majesty, 
ſaith Dr. Barlow, exceeding well. 
Here his Majeſty enquired of the Az- 
tiquity of the Sign of the Croſs. Dr. Rey- 
: molds confeſsd 1t to have been ever fence 
the Apoſiles time ;, but, of what ancient 
uſe in Baptiſm, was the Queſtion. The 
Dean of Weſtminiter anſwerd , out of 
Tertullian, Cyprian , Origen and others, 
that it was uſed 7z 7-2-ortalt lavacrozand 
ſome other affirming obitcr, that in Con- 
antine's tine it was uſed. in Baptiſm, 
© What, ſaith the Kirg, and is it ow 
© come to that paſs, that we eppeach Con- Þ. 11, 
« ſtantine of Popery and Superitition 2 1f 
© ther it were ulcd, I fce no: reaſor, but 
© that ri we may continue nt. 
Then, the Queſtion being put, © How . 72. 
* far ſuch an Ordinance of the Church was 
© to bind them, without zmpeaching their 
* Chriſtian Liberty £ | 
His Majeſty ſeemed much moved, ahd 
told Mr. Kewſtubs, * He would not 
D argud 
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© zrgue That point with him, but anſwer 
© therein,as K ings are wont to ſpeak inPar- 
© liament, Le Roy s aviſera; adding with- 
« al, that it ſmelt very rankly of Anibap- 
N. Bo tiſa—And, in the cloſe, ©I will have 
© none of That. I will have one Do@Grine 
F-73 <« and one Diſcipline, one Religion in Sub- 
* ſtance and in Ceremony. And therefore 
| © charge you never to ſpeak more to That 
= * Point, (How far you are bound to obey ?) 
* whenthe Church hath ordair'dit. 
Thid. Dr. Reynolds afterwards objeFing the 
example of the brazen Serpent demoliſh'd 
and ſtampt to powder by Exzekzas, be- 
| cauſe the people abuſed it to ldolatry, 
| wiſhing that in like ſort the Croſs ſhould 
| be abandoned, becauſe in time of Popery 
it had been ſuperititionſly ufed. ( As the 
Reconciler alſo , with #rany others, ar- 
Tues. ) 
His Majeſty anſwer'd, 1. * Though | 
* I be ſufficiently perſwaded of the Croſs 
* in Baptiſm , and the commendable uſe 
© thereof in the Church ſo long ;, yet, if 
* there were nothing elſe to move me, 1his 
© very Argument were an Inducement to 
* me for the retarzning of it, as it is now 
* by Order eſtabliſhed : For, in as much, 
* asit was abuſed, (lo you lay) to Super- 
* ſtition in #7z7e of Popery, it doth plainly 
* imply, 
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© 3zeply, that it was. well uſed before Pope- 
© ry, I have liv'd among This ſort of 
« zxen, ({peaking to the Lords and Bz- 
© ſhops ) ever ſince I was Tex years old, 


© but I may ſay of zey ſelf, (as Chriſt did © 7 


© of himſelf ) though I have livd among 
« them, ſince I "* ability ts judge, 1 ne- 
© ver was of them, Neither did any 
* thing make me more to condemn aud 
« deteſt their courſes, than that they did 
« ſo peremptorily diſlike of all things, which 
© at all had beer uſed in Popery. For 


* 2zy part, I know not how to anſwer the <p 


© ObjeFion of the Papiſts, when the 
Fl E us Br Nahs, but truly $ 
© tel] theme, that their Abuſes are new, but 
* the things which they abuſed we retain 
<1n the primitive uſe, and forlake only 
* the zovel Corruption. - 

{ King James, it ſeems, is here lyable 
to the Reconcilers double Charge againſt 
Dr. Stilling fleet. | 


© 2. What Reſemblagce , faith His F. 75. 


«* Majeity, is there between a brazen Ser- 
« pert, a material vilible Thing, and the 
* Sign of the Croſs made in the Air f 

* 3. Lam given to underſtand by the 
* Biſhops, and I find it tre, that the P«- 
* piſts themſelves did never aſcribe any 
* power or ſpiritual grace to the Sign of 


* the Croſs in Baptiſm. * 4.You 
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© 4. Youſce, that the material Croſſes, 
* which in time of Popery were made to 
© fall down before theme, as they paſs'd by, 
© to worſhip then, (as the Idolatrous Jews 
© did the brazen Serpent ) are demoliſhed, 
* as you delire. 

Then for the wearing of the Surplice, 
whereas it was objeFed to be a kind of 
Garment, which the Prieſ#s of Iſs uſed 
to wear. bY - 

« Surely, faith His Majeſty ſomewhat 
© pleaſantly, until of late, I did not think, 
* 1t had been borrowed from the Hea- 
© ther, becauſe it is commonly termed a 
© Rag of Popery. But , were it ſo, yet 
© neither do we border wpor Heatheniſh 
« Nations, neither are any of them con- 
© verſant with #s or commorant among 
© 8. ——— But, ſeeing it appeared our 
* of Antiquity, that in the celebration of 
© Divine Service a different Habit apper- 
© tain'd to the Miniſtry, and principally. 
© of white Linnen, He ſaw no Reaſon, but 
© that in This Church, as it had been, for 
* comelineſs and for order ſake, wt might 
* be ſtill continued. This being His con- 
© ſtant and reſolute opinion, That 20 
* Church ought further to ſeparate it ſelf 
© from the Church of Rome, either in Do- 
* Frine or Ceremony, than ſhe hath depart- 

| ted 
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the Pteſfant Reconciler, &c. 49 
© ed from ber ſelf, when ſhe was in her flou- 
Fog = and 1 eſtate, and from Crip 
© ber Lord and Head. 
{ Here His Majeſty again falls under 
the Laſh of the Reconciler. |] 
It is there farther noted, that all the 
Diſfenters approved of the Corner'd Cap. Þ: 15: 
_ And, 1n the cloſe, His Mgeſty, (not 
without ſome commotion from the Idleneſs 
of their Exceptions) ſaid, * If This be af Þ: *4+ 
© they have to fay, I ſhall make them 
* conform themſelves, or I will 
Then , touching Subſcription , His 
Majeſty intimated, * 1, How weceſſary , 
* Subſcription was in every well-govern'd 
« Chxrch, that it was to be urged for the 
© keeping of the Peace. For as Laws to 
< prevent Kzi/ing did provide there 
© ſhould be no 2zarre/irg, 1o to prevent 
« oreater Tumults in the Church Subſcrip- 
* tion was requiſite. 2. Becauſe the Bz- 
© ſhop is to anſwer for every Miniſter 
< whom he admitteth into his Dioceſs, it 
« were fitteſt for him to know the affe&7- 
* on of the Party before his Admiſſion. 
* And the beſt way to know him, and to 
© prevent future Fations, was to urge bis _ 
* Subſcription at bis firſt entrance; for IS, 
'« Turpius ejicitur, quam non admittitur &s 
5 hoſpes. 3. AsSubſcription was a good | 
| D 3 $ means 


93s 


XUM 


P. 97. 


© thority, men, who are zealouſly and god- 
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« means to diſcern the affeFion of the 
* perfons , whether quiet or turbuleet, 
* withal it was the principal way to avoid 
© confuſion. 
Concluding, * That , if any, after 
* things were wel order'd, would not be 
* quiet and ſhew his obedience, the Church 
* were better without him. Praſtat ut pe- 
* reat unus, quam unitas—— Only ad- 
ding at laſt, * That the weak were to be 
© informed, the wilful to be puniſhed. 
 Ifanythingfarther be deſired of King 
James his Judgement, we may read it 
in the Conſtitutions and Canons Eccleſta- 
ftical 1603. ratified and confirmed by his 
Aithority, among which we have Thoſe 
that require Subſcription a Defence and 
Explication at large of the Croſs in Bap- 
tiſm; the laſt Three declaring a National 


Synod to be the Church Repreſentative, 


concluding the abſext, as well as preſent, 
with a Cenſure upon all the Depravers of it. 
And, touching the Rites and Ceremonies, 
the 6th. Canor runs in- theſe words : 
© [ Whoſoever ſhall hereafter affirm, that 
* the Rites and Ceremonies of the Church 
* of England, by Law eftabliſÞkd , are 


* withed, Antichriſtian , or ſuperſtitious, 


© or ſach as being commanded by lawful Au- 


= 
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© was ſuch unity between the Miniſters, 


the Proteſtant Reconciler, &c. 51. 

«© lily affeFed, may not with a good Con- 
© ſcrence approve them, uſe them, or as oc- 
© caſson requireth, ſubſcribe unto them, let 
« him be excommunicated ipſo faFo, and 
*not reſtored, until he repent and pub- 
* lickly revoke (ach his wicked Errors. ) 

The Reconciler indeed tells us, from 
Toſias Nichols, Plea of the Innocent, 1602, ©" Pr 7: 
(a worthy Witneſs in the Caſe againſt his 
dear Mother) * That ſome five years toge- 
© ther, before the unhappy time, that Sub- 
* ſcription was ſo generally offer d, there 


* and they joyned in all Places ſoloving- 
* ly, and diligently together, that may 
* Thouſands were converted from Athe- [The niſ- 
* iſze and Popery; but when ___— ge 
* came abroad, how many godly and wor- along gi- 

* thy learned Preachers were (ilenced, de- ven © | 
« prived, and diſtrafted? How were the 77,1? 
* Chriſtian Subje&s grieved aud offended 2 Trſands 
* and the Papiits and wicked men encou- 77 "= 
* raged and emboldned 2 What a Damp Thouſands. 
* brought it to a Godlineſs and Religi- 
* on £ |] And This the Recoxciler quotes, 
as true Hiſtory, ( for what elſe doth it 
there? ) who yet begins his Preface with 
the Honour of King James his Judge- 


anent, 
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& Mr. Calvin would have pronounced 
otherwiſe in This Matter. * Let it bede- 
* nounced, ſaith he, that he is #0 longer to 
"_ ad Fa- < be holder for 4 Brother, who difturbs the 
| * common Diſcipline with his Contumacy. 
* This hath been always of force in the 
* Charch,as being decreed by ancient Coun- 
* cils, That whoever will not be ſabje@ to 
* the Laws of common Diſcipline, [ munere 
* abdicetur ] be depojed from his Office. 
* And there is not any weed, ſaith he, here 
© to ſeek for h»ymane Anthority, ſince the 
* Holy Ghoſt hath pronounced concerning 
* ſuch, Eccleſiam non habere morem con- 
* tendendi, Let them therefore bid his 
* Adieu,who refuſeth the Rights of common 
* Society. | 
| And here let me dropa Note of a Re- 
\ PRO verend Divine of our Church, worth the 
_} Serm.p.23. 
conſidering. 
« | They, which are ſuch Admirers of 
6+ *© forreign Churches abroad,tet them alittle 
© 1n This very Point compare the Church of 
© England,with that famous Church of Ge- 
* reva.l.The Church of England requireth 
© Sabſcription of the Mzziſters and not of 
* the. common People, but the Church of 
* Geneva urgeth not Miniſters only, but 
the People alſo. 2.The Church of England 


* requireth I his approbation,that her Rites 
| Fare 


"C801 B 


the Pyoteſtant Reconciler, 8&c. $53 

* are ot cortrary to the Ford of God;but 
" the Church of Geneva will have her Dif 
* cipline received ina more highand glori- 
© 044 manner. 3. The Church of England 
© contenteth herſelf ozly with Subſcripti- 
© on, but the Church of Geneva 1s more pe- 
© remptory, requiringa ſolemn Oath. } 

Now, if any one ſhallenquire, How, 
notwithſtanding the care of K3ng James, 
as well as Zucen Elizabeth, the Se@aries 
Jet increaſed ſo much 2? We have the obſer- 
vation of a wiſe and learned Prelate of the 
Church of England,(as the Reconciler calls Biſp Tax- 
him, though he was an Iriſh Biſhop, one, Piſwal 
whom he cites abundantly out of) * That in | 
* the days of Queer Elizabeth and of 
* King James, This Nation wasſo watch- 
* ful to prevent the Growth of Popery,that 
* they negleFed other SeFts, till by conni- 
© vance they became too numerows,and over- 
* ran both Church and State. | And 1his I 
have quoted from the Reconciler— But Ch.:; p. g. 
enough of King James, and his golden Ser- 
tences, which, notwithſtanding the ſtamp 
of his Learning, Judgment, and Authority 
pon them, will hardly pals for carrant ir 
our days, 
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E come next to King Charles 

the Firſt , the Royal Martyr, 
and beſt v4 Kings and men, as the Re- 
conciler deſervedly calls Him. 


4 


[*The Rozal Martyr,and Beſt of Kings 


'* and men, in His Declaration made with 


* Advice of His Privy-Conncil, in An- 
* {wer to the Remonitrance of the State 
© of the Kingdom, Jan. 1641. ſpeaks 
*Thus, ſaith he, * As for Differences 
% among our ſelves, for matters Indiffe- 
« rent in their own nature , concerning 
<* Religion, We ſhall in tenderneſs to any 
« of Our leving Subjets, very willingly 
<* comply with the Advice of Our Parlia- 
* ert, that ſome Law may be made for 
* the exemption of ferder Conſciences 
* from" puniſhment, or proſecution for 
« ſuch * nmr , and in ſach Caſes, 
* which by the Jaogmcrt of moſt men 
«are held to matters Indifferent, 


 *and of ſome to be abſolutely unlaw- 


6c ful, 


I con» 
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the Pyoteſtant Reconciler, &c. 55 ", 


I confeſs, I like not the Arguings from *Pret-p.9. 
41. to 82. (whatever be to be ſaid of (pe hop 
Thoſe from 60.* ) And the greateſt check men in- 


upon my mind againſt the Condeſcenſions _— 


kaded for , is the dreadful profpe# of of offeti- 
La - Incomparable Kine at ” long oy 
Run was brought unto by His Condeſcen- if the 1aſ 
frons; whileſt they continually made #7, or ' 
the Granting of one thing, the founda- _— _ 
tion only of asking another with the like ſome upon 
importunity. Br 
 [< It concerns us moſt to be affeed tn.) 
* ( faith the Reconciler elſewhere ) with Ch-1.p.16. 
* that which moſt concerns ws, and is ſtill 
* freſh in our memories, even the ſad 
* deſolations which were brought on Church 
* and State, and That inhumane ſlaughter 
* of our Fellow-Chriſtians in This Na- 
* tion, cauſed by our Conteſts about 
« Trifles. } Ws 
Infandune Regina jubes, -——— But, 
whoever were the cauſe, the Beſt of 
Kings and men, | hope, was Innocent. 
He was at all times willing to compl 
wit the Advice of Parliament, for the 
eaſe of His loving Subjeds , in all mat- 
ters of Indifſerency. ' But That wonld 
20t content or ſatis fie ; till he had yield- 
ed ſo much, that he was forced at length 
to yield His Sacred Head to the Block; 


and 
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and T hoſe, whoſe tender Conſtiences bog- 
led at @ Ceremony, could well enough dif- 
penſe with the ſhedding of that Royal 
Blood. F 
'Tis very well known to every one, 


how grounded a value His Majeſty had 


of the Church of England, and all the 
Eſtabliſhments of it, which hedid, upon 
all occafions, as ably defend and vindi- 
cate, asat laſt meekly and Chriſtianly dye 
for. | 
His judgment was for the ſetled cor- 
tinuance of the DoFrine and Diſcipline 
of the Church of England eſtabliſhed by 
Law, © from which , ſaith fe, We will 
* not endure any variance or departing 
<1 the leaſt degree. ] —And the Re- 
conciler s thoughts mizht eaſily have re- 
fleFed back from 41, to the Conſtitutions 
and Canons the Year before made in Con- 
vocation , ſummon'd by His Majesties 
Writ, and afterwards Ratified and Con- 
firmed by His Letters Patent thereto an- 


nexed, Among which we know, what 


Offence the Oath injoined for prevent- 
ing innovations in Doffrine and Govern- 
ment , was entertained with by them, 
who pretended at (irſt as modeſtly, as the 
preſent Diſſenters do, And the viith. 
Canon was of Preaching for Conformity, 
Ju 1 heſe words, | © Whereag 
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[ < Whereas the Preaching of Order < 
© and Decency , according to St. Payl's viii.164] 
© Rule, doth conduce to Edification ; It 
«© is required that af Preachers ( as well 
© Beneficed men , as others) ſhall poſe- 
© tively and plainly preach and inſtruct 
© the People in their Publick Sermons 
© twice in the year at the leaſt, that the 
© Rites and Ceremonies now eſtabliſhed in 
© the Church of England, are lawful and 
< commendable, and that they, the ſaid 
© People, and others, ought to Conforn 
© themſelves in their practice to a/ the 
© (aid Rites and Ceremonies, &*c. ] 

This lay 7-4mediately next to another 
Canon which the Reconciler hath taken 
ſome otice of, but to expoſe 3t to deri- 
fron, rather than to recommend it; and 
by it, indeed, to vilifie all other Conti. 
tutions of the Church concerning Rites 
and Ceremonies. 

[ © The Convocation held 4». 1640. p. 8, 
© ſpeaking of the /andable Cuiforme of 205: 
* bowing with the Body, in token of our 
© Reverence of God , when we come into 
* the place of Publick Worſhip, ſaith Thws, 
| * In the Pra&:ce, or Admilſzon | it ſhould 
« be Omziſſion | of This Rite, we deſire 
* the Rule of Charity preſcribed by the 
* Apoſtle may be obſerved, which is, that 

* they, 
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© and they will make u 


ha they » Who uſe this _ deſpiſe not 
< them who ve zt ot 5 and they who 
< xſe #t not, condemn not them that uſe 
« #, Now faith the Author of the Miſ: 
chief of. Impoſitions , [ The Buffoon of 
the Nonconformeiits, who pleads againſt 
4 National Church for Thoſe Independent 
Congregetions,which the Reconciler owns 
to be Schiſmatical)] <I would gladly 
© heara fair Reaſon given, why the A- 
* poftle ſhould preſcribe the Rule of Cha- 
© rity to be obferved in This one Rite or 
* Ceremony, more than another, why the 
* Rule of Charity ſhould take place in 
* bowing towards the Altar, ( for ſo he, 
* contrary to the very Canon, ſpeaks) and 
* yet the Rule of Severity in the (ign of 
* the Croſs , and kneeling at the Lord's 
* Supper. The Apoitle "ap. 06 a Rule, 
of it when where, 
* and in _ caſes they pleaſe 3 and in 
* others, where it is 4s »ſefit, lay it by 
* like one of their vacated Canons, 1s it, 
* becauſe we are bound to walk accord- 
* ing to the Rule pr ___ by the Church ? 
Why, are not they bound to walk ac- 
* cording to the Rule preſcribed by the A- 
* pofHee Are we more bound to obey them, 
* than they the Lord Chriit ſpeaking in and 
© by his immediately inſpired oye ? 
* Why 
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* Why could they not have relaxed the 
© other Canons to the moderation of This 2 
© or ſcrew*d up This to the inflexible rigor 
* of the others? Was it for Peace-ſake, 
* that we were indulged in This one ? 
<Let the fame Motive prevail for the, 
« fame Indulgence 1n the Ref. 

This is one of Thoſe ſbrew*d Things, 
which the Recoxciler obſerv'd in the 
Books of Diſſenters , and which he in- 
treats the Champions of the Church of 
England, as they reſpect the Credit of our 
Charch-Governors, the Reputation of our 
Church and her Diſcipline, | which, it 
ſeems, he is #ot concerrwd for ] not to 
paſs by without A-ſwer. — And doth 
not This ſtrike at the Royal Martyr, the 
oF Kings and men, as well as the 
Church of England Repreſentative ? 

Doth ſuch Stuff, as This, in good ear- 
neſt deſerve or #eed an Anſwer ? Is it 
not evident enough, that the Apoſtle 
himſelf did not preſcribe That particular 
Rule of Charity for al Caſes 2 Is it not 
evident, that This charitable Apoſtle pre- 
ſcribes a decent Rite and Ceremony elſc- 
where, without leavioe the matter to T his 
Liberty of uſing it or noe 1 Cor. xt. 
2.7.10. Is it not evident, that the Rule 


of 
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of Severity, may be ſometimes 
* and there are ſome the Rule of Charity too *? What 
kt ues 1dcES . x 
fach men ſhould 40 an odd kind of p erverſueſs vo 
' well to ſtudy and "This, to argue, that, becauſe 


think on a /zttle bet- , 
The GR Church thinks zzeet to ſhew | 


Rule of Modeſty and her Indulgence 1n torbearing to 


_ + the impoſe ore Rite or Ceremany, 
ule of Peace, a 
the Rule of Obedience, which yet ſhe ſeriouſly recom- 


&c. | mends ; that therefore ſhe can- 
not 4s charitably ſhew her Au- 
thority in impoſing others , as (he appre- 
hends to be for Edification* Becauſe 
St. Paul faith, I beſeech Evodias, and be- 
ſeech Syntyche, &c. Phil. 4.2. mighe he 
not, coxſtitently with the Rule of Charity, 
have commarded alſo? Might he not 
have been bold iz Chris, to injoin Phz- 
lemon that which was convenient, though 
for Love's ſake he did rather beſeech him? 
Philemon x1. 8, 9. What will pleaſe This 
humorſome ſort of men Forbear them 
in Oze or Two, or Three Points, for 
Peace-ſake : That will ſigaifie Nothing , | 
unleſs you do ſo in af/ the Reit, ——. 
But, to return to what I before ſug- 
geſted. | 
Hear we the Royal Martyr, the Beſt of | 
Kings and men , m His Ratification of 
Thoſe Canons and Conſtitutions. 


«Foraſmuch 
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* Foraſmuch as we are given to un- 
© derſtand, that' many 'of our SubjeQs, 
© being miſled againſt the Rites and Cere- 
* monies now uſ-d in the Church of Eng- 
* /and, have taken offence at the ſame, 
© upon an unjuſt Sypp?ſal; that they are 
* not only contrary to Our Laws, but alſo 
* zatraduttive unto Popilh- Superſtitions ;, 
* whereas 'it-well appeareth unto Us, 


© upon mature Conſoderation;that the {aid 


* Rites and Ceremonies, which are ow 
© ſo much quarred at, were not only ap- 
* proved of,” and uſed by Thoſe Learned 
* and Godly Divizes, to whom at the 
© time of Reformation under King Ed- 
© ward 'the Sixth, the compiling of the 
* Book of Common- Prayer was commit- 
* ted, (divers of which ſuffer” d Martyr. 
© down Queen Mary's days) but allo 
© again taken up by This whole Church un- 
© ger Q. Elizabeth, and ſo duly and or- 
* derly prattiſed for a great part of her 
* Reign, (within the memory of divers 
© yet living,) as that it conld not then 
* be imagined, that there would zeed 
© zny Rule or Law for the obſervation of 
* the ſame,orthat theyconld be thought 
© toſavor of Popery. And, albeit ſince 


* thole times, for want of a expreſs Rule 
* therein,and by ſubtile' Praftices,the ſaid 
| | EB 


* Rites 
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© Rites and Ceremonies; beganitofall in- 
0 4ifaſe, apd in, place thereok, orher 
 fereign: and unfitting uſages by little and 
* little to creep.in ; yet, foraſmuch as un 
© Oar, own Royat: Chappels, and; in HARRY 
Cather Charches,moſt of them have been 
TEVEr cornſtaulyy.uſed and abſerved;, We 
« cannot new but be wery ſenſihle of This 
© watter,andbave cauſe to conceive.that 

"*the- Authors and, Fomenters of theſe jea- 
+ loufes, though: they colour the fame 
© with;a pretence of zea/;and would ſcem 
* to.ſtrike only as ſome ſappoſed. iniquity 
< in the ſaid.Cereonies ; yet,as We have 
< cauſe to, fear, aun. at Owr om. Royal Per- 
«far; and:would: fain have Our good 
< SyhjeQs; imagine, that We Onr Self are 
© perverted, and do morſkip God. 114.4 fo 
*per/tetions way, and:that: We intend to 
* bring in {oox Alzeratianof the. Religion 
< here; eftabliſþed.' Now, how fer we are 
< from That, and how wecerty. He: deteſt 
*-9Vry; T haught. thereaf,, We bavye by 
«© many.publict Declarations, and: ather- 
© 4/4, upan fundry-occaſions,giv?n fuch 
© aſſurance to; the; world, as: thar from 
© zheace We alſp aflireOurSelf,that--o 
©-r4a7-of wiſdpmiand difcretsonccould ever 
© be ſo beguidead,. as to giveanyJrious 
* EBEErLaLNMEnt tO ſuch Brain:ſckjealan- 
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&f:s; And for the neaker Sort, who'are 
* prone to be miſled by trafty Seducers, 


the Pwoteſtant Reconciler; &c. 6 ? 


-*We reſt no leſs :o22frlent, that even of Ly 


them, 25 x2apy as are Loyal,or indeet bat 
© of charitable hearts,wilt from h:ncef6rith 
* utterly baniſh all fuch can/l-/r fears and 
« /urmiiſes, upon Theſe our Satred. Profe 
* pos, 40 often made by Us, a Chriftia# 
: D-fender of the Faith, thei# King ad 
* Soveraien, And therefore, if yet an 

© perfort; #»der whatſozwer Mack of Zgul, 
* or coutiterfeit Holineſs, fhall henceforth 
* by ſpeech or writing, or. any other way, 
* (notwithſtanding Theſe our right hear- 
* ty, faithfill ,, 4nd ſolemn Proteffations 

* mide before Hin, whoſe Depart We - 
* are, againit all az4 every intention 0 
* ay Popifh i#mowation) be fo ungracy 

© and preſuripricots, as to:vent any poyſo- 
© ned' conteits tending to fich a purpoſe, 
© and toicaft Theſe devilith aſper roms and 
© jealoyffes apbn' our Royal 'and _ 
« Proceedings, We require all Our Loya 
Subjects to »vke the amt kaown tolome 
Marfiſtrere, Ercleſia/titdl or Chuil,&c: > 
Rea the' Reſt before and after the faid 
Book of CaBons,too long to be heve tr anfev1- 
bed. See we'the very Iiaze and Trav: 
ferips of This Royal Marryr's Soul ict the 
mid(t off alll His' S _ a#ill Suffering; 
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- And when He had D-ath before His Eys, 
in ſome of His Laſt words to the Thez 
Prince of Wales, our Now moſt Gracious 
— Ooveraign.. | 
OE * You may never expect /e/s of Loyal- 
c. xxvii, © #3, Juſtice, and Humanity , than from 
© Thoſe, who engage into a Religions Re- 
© bellion, Their Intereſt is always made 
© Goas ; under the colours of. Prety, amn- 
© bitions Policies march, not only with 
«£ greateſt ſecurity, but —_— to the 
© Popalace : you' may hear from them 
£ Jacob's voice, but you ſhall feel, they 
© have Eſas*s hands. | 
e&  * Nothing ſeem'd leſs, conſiderable 
© than the Presbyterian Fattion: in Eng- 
| © land for many years; 1o compliant were 
6 they to publick Order : nor indeed was 
* their Party great, either in. Church or 
© State, as tO mens judgments : But as 
© ſoon as D/ſcontents drave men into 87 
£ dings, ( as I bamors fall to the Diſaf* 
© fected part,which cauſes Influnmations) 
*ſo.did all at firſt, who affeited any No: 
© velties, adhere to That ſidezas themoſt 
* remarkable and ſpecious note.of. ditte- | 
* rence (then) in point of Religion, All 
{the Leſſer Fations at firft were Offici- 
© 014 Servants ta Presbytery. their Great + 
£ Maſter ; till Time and Military Sues | 
bag Let 


Vina 
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the Pooteſtant Reconciler, 8&&c. 65 
© Let nothing ſeem /;z#le or deſpicable |_ Never 
© toyou in matters which concern Re- Re 
* ligion, and the Churches Peace; 10 as toro incul- 
© negleQ a ſpeedy Reforming, and effe- can 
* tual ſuppreſſing Errors and Schiſms, 44vieh, 
* which ſeem at firſ# but as an h41- 91s prin- 
© breadth, by ſeditious ſpirits,as by ſtrong *,- 5: By. 
© ,yinds, are ſoon made to cover and parts, 
© darken the whole Heaven. Fs co 
*If you z-ver ſee my Face again.--I do Fo 

© require, and 7ntreat you, as your Father moras. } 
* and your K7z2, that you never ſuffer 
© your heart to receive the /e7ſt check a- 
* gainſt,or diaffeftior from the True Re- 
* ligion eſtabliſhed in the Church of Eng- 
© /ad. 1 tell you, I have zryed it,and at- <P 
* ter 21h ſearch, and many diſputes, have 
© concluded 1t to be the beſt 73 the world, 
* not only in the Commmunity,as Chriſtian, 
© but alſo in the ſpecial Nation,as Refor- © vii i 
* med, keeping the middle way between nin 
( ** » UVIELOT UM 

the pomp of ſuperſtitions Tyranny, and ,,.;,.. 
© the meanneſs of Fantaſtick Anarchy. relatium.} 
* Not, but that (the Draught being ex- 
* cellent as to the 2x77, both for Do- 
© Frine and Government in the Church of 
* England) lome lines, as in very good fi- 
* gures,may haply need ſome ſweetning,or 
* poliſhing, which might here have eafily 
* beer done by a ſafe and gentle hand, if 

| V7 * ſome 
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* forme mens precipitancy had nat viglent- 
* ly demanded {ach rude Aterations , as 
* would quite have d/froyed all the bean- 
* ty azd proportion of the whole. 


© The Scandal of the Late Troubles, 


* which ſome may objed and urge toyou 
*againlt the Proteſtant Religion eftab- 
* liſhed in England, 1s ealily azſmer*d to 
* them, or :your own Thoughts, 10 Thu, 
© That ſcarce any one,who hath been a 
* Beginner , Or an active Proſecutor of 
* This Late War againſt the Church, the 
© Laws and Me, either was, OL «A True 
© Lover, Embracer or Pradtiſer of the Pro- 
* teftant Religion eſtabliſhed in England, 
* which neither gives /ach Rules, nor 
© ever before let fuch Examples. 

**Tis true , ſome heretofore had the 
© boldneſs to preſent Threatuing Petiti- 
* ons to their Princes and Parliaments, 
© which others of the ſame Faftion (but 
* of worſe ſpirits ) have now put iz Exe- 
© ci#tion, &C. a 

Thus the Royal Martyr , the Beft of 
Ryngs and men. And may We not lay 
upon it, with the H/;dow of Tekoah, * As 
* an Anecl of, God , 10 15 my Lord the 
© King, to azſcern good and bag ?. 2 Sam. 


© XlVv. 


SECT. 


WiIWaas 


che Proteſtarit Reonedet, &c. by 


Src VI 


7 E are. now come” to the Sf 
frage of His preſonr Majeſty, 
the Living Image of the Rojal Martyr, 
whom God preſerve, as the Recorciler 
well prayeth, in the Coprenrs of his 
Preface. : 
 [* His preſent Majeſty in His Decli* pre. p. ;, 
© ration from Breda to ull His loving Sub- 
* fects, April 4. 1660. ſpeaks thus, 
*Wedo declare a Liberty to tender Con- 
© cientes, and that no Man ſhall be dif: 
* quieted,. or call'd in queſtion for Dif- 
© ferences of Opinion, which ao: not diſturb 
* the Peaviahh the Kjngdom; and that 
* We ſhall be ready to conſent to ſuch 
6 an Act of Parliament, as upon mature 
* deliberation ſhall be offered to Us, for 
© the full granting that Indulgence. } 
© And, in His Declaration concerning Ec- 
© cleftaſticnl Aﬀairs, Oftob.25. 1660, 
<Vhen We werein Holand, We were, 
* faith +2, attended by many Grave and 
© Learned Miniſters from hence, who 
© were lo0k'd. upon as the moſt able and 
* principal Affertors of the Presbyterian 
E 4 6 Opi- 
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© Opinions : And, to Our great fatisfa- 
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© ion, We found them [ and I would 
* His Majeſty had always found them ſo 
* in England, as well as There ! ] Per- 
© ſons full of A4fetton towards Us , of 
* Real for the Peace of the Church and 
* State, and neither Enemies to Epiſce- 
© pacy nor Liturgy, but modeſtly to de- 
* fire ſuch Alterations in either, as, with- 
* out ſhaking the Foundations , might 
© beſt allay the preſent diſtempers, which 
© the Indiſpoſition of the Time, and the 
*Tenderneſs of ſome mens Conſciences had 
* contracted. For the better. doing where- 
* of, We did intend to-call 2 Synod, and, 
©in the 22a time, We publiſhed in 


* Our Declaration from Breda, a Liberty 


*to tender Conſciences, &c. [ The 
Declaration from Breda then 1s here 


er acknowledged to have been an Interim Or 


{emporary Conceſſion onely, until a Synod 
was call'd ; and as it was limited to /uc/ 
aifferences of Opinion, as do not diſturb 
th: peace of the Kjngdom, 10 it had: re- 
fercnce plainly to an AG of Parliament, 
which upon mature deliberation ſhould be 
offered to His Majeſty, But there was 
n0 ſuch Act thought fit bythe Wi/aon? 
of rhe Nation to be offered. *Nay, the 


 tHenourable Houſe of | Commbus,.10 their 
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 ehe Proteſtant Reconciler, &c. - 69 * 


Adareſs to His Majeſty, did Thws expreſ? 


themſelves, Febr. 28. 1663. *We have 


© confider'd the Nature of Tour Maje- 


* ſkies Declaration from Breda , and are 


* humbly of on Op Your Majeſty 


© ought not to be preſſed with it any far- 


* ther. ] 
"Tis This Other Declaration there- 
fore, which we are particularly to at- 


' texd unto: and, though it be ſomewhat 


long, I will not forbear the repreſenting 
of 1t. again to view, ſo far as the Re- 
conciler refers unto it. So then he pro- 
ceeds, | 

© And again, we muſt for the honour 
© of all thoſe of either Perſuaſion, with 
* whom we have conferred, declare, 
that the profeſſions and deſires of all 
* for the advancement of Piety and true 
© Goalineſs are the ſame, their profeſſ- 
* ons of zeal for the peace of” the Church 
* the ſame, of Afedtion and Duty to ws 
* the ſame, They all approve Epiſcopacy, 
©They all approve a ſet Form of Litur- 
© oy, and they all diſapprove and aiflike 
© the fin of Sacriledge, and the alienation 
© of the Revenue of the Church. And, 
©1f upon theſe excellent Foundations, 1n 
© fubmiſſion to which there is ſuch an Har- 
* mony of affetFions, any —_— 

a 


N.B, 
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© ſhall be raiſed to the ſpxking Thoſe 
* Fonxdations, and to the contratting 
© and leſſening the Bleſſed Gift of Chari- 


© x5, which 15a wital part of Chriſtian 


© Religion, we {hall think our ſelf very 
© unfortunate, and even ſuſpect that we 
© are defedtive in that Adminiſtration 
© of Government, with which God 


4 


* hath intruſted-us. We med not pro-\ 
* feſs the high Aﬀedtion and Efteem which” 


© we have for the Church of England, as 
©it is eſtabliſhed by Law : Nor do we 
* think That Reverence in the leaſt de- 
* gree diminiſhd by our Condeſcenſions , 
© not peremptorily to inſift upon ſome par- 


* ticular Ceremonies, which, however 


© introanced by the Piety and Devotion, 
© and order of former times, may not be 
© ſo agreeable to the preſent , but may 
even /eſſex that Piety and Devotion, 
© for the improvement whereof®the 

© might happily at firſt be aduedd, 
; ls conſequently may well be aiſpenſed 
© pith. © And we hope This charitable 
© compliance of ours, will diſpoſe the 
6 minds of all men to a chearful ſubmiſſion 
* to that Authority , the preſervation 
© whereof is ſo zeceſſary for the Unity 


* and Peace of the Church. ——— Aad 
* we have not the leaſt doubt, but _ 
tne 
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the Peoteſſant Reconcilers &c. 71 q 
©rhe preſent Bifbops will think the pre- <y 
6 {ext Conceſſions now made by us to al- | _—_ 
© lay the preſent diſtempers,very juſt and will 4n- 
6 reaſonable, and will very Seat com- ſwer'd This 
« form themlelyes thereunto, — 


0 His Majeſty's moſt Hearty deſire, that in the mean time They would 
© 06 Totally lay aſide the Book, of Common- Prayer, but Read the parts 
© againſt which there can be no Exception, &C. | 


(Laſtly, As for Ceremonies, which have Þ: 7- 

< adminiſtred fo much matter of dif- 
© ference and contention , Our preſet 
* conſideration and work is, to gratifie 
© the private Conſciences of thoſe who are 
© 2rieved with the uſe of ſome Ceremonies, 
* by indulging toand diſpenſing with 
; * their omitting thoſe Ceremonies , zot 
© utterly to aboliſh any, which are by Law 
© eſtabliſbed. | 

* And therefore by This Royal Decli- 
© ration it is provided, 1. That none . 
* ſhall be dented the Surrament of the 
© Lord's Supper, though they do not uſe 
© the geſture of kxec/ing in the AF of re- 
© ceiving. 2. That no man ſhall be com 
* pell'd to uſe the Croſs in Baptiſm, or ſuf- 
* fer fo nz0t ſo doing. 3. That all men 

* ſhallbeleft to their Liberty, as to the 

© uſing of the Surplice,to do as they ſhall 
* chink fit, without ſuffering in the leaſt 
* degree, far wearing or not wearing _ 
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* And, becauſe ſome men, otherwiſe 
« pious and learn'd jay,They carrot con- 
* formunto theSubſcription requir*d by the 
q Canon, nor take the Oath of Canonical 
© Obedience, We are content, and it is 
* Our Will and Pleaſire, ( ſo they take the 
© Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy) that 
* they may receive Ordination, Inſtitut 
* 0z and Induttionand ſhall be permitted 
* to exerciſe their Funttion, and to enjoy 
* the Profits of their Livings, without 
© the ſaid Subſcription, or Oath of Ca- 
* nonical Obedience. So they read a4 
© declare their Aſſent to all: the Articles of 
* Relizioa , which only concern the 
* Confeſſion of the True Chriſtian Faith, 
*and the Dofrize of the Sacraments, 
* comprized in the Book of Articles. ] 

© Theſe, faith the Recoxciler, are the 
*wery terms of Peace, which here I plead 
* for , and which I humbly conceive 


'© would very much conduce unto the heal- 


* ing of our Breaches, And, if ever 4 
© Divine? Sentence was In the Mouth of 4 
* Kiao,and his Mouth erred ot in judg- 
© ment, [which | hope is not dowbred of, 
becauſe it is Scripture ] * I verily believe 
* (faith h2)it was thus with Our preſent 
« Majeſty [ which is a meer anna, 
we have 4azain, p.g. ] for His preſent 

; A = 
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the- Proteſtant Reconciler, &c. 73 | 
Majeſty ] *when he compoſed that ad- "2 


© nirable Declaration, which,next to Holy 

* Scripture, I Adore, and think, that the 

| © United judgment of the whole Nation 

© cannot frame a better, Or a more unex- 

p * ceptionable Expedient for a firm and laſt- 

* 70 concord of theſe diſtratted Chur- 
© ches. |] 


Now I obſerve,(1) That H#u Gracious 
Majeſty did here ſufficiently T eſtifie and 
expreſs his high Aﬀettion and Eſteem for 
the Church of England, as it is eſtabliſhed 
by Law ; and ſuppoſe, that the Ceremo- 
nies {crupled were introduced by the Piety 
. and Devotion, and Order of former Times, 
ann far the improvement of the ſame ; and 
aſſert, that He would zot utterly aboliſh 
any which are by Law eftabliſhed,but only 
by a Diſpenſation and Indulgence gra- 
tifie the private Conſciences of Thoſe, who 
_ grieved with the uſe of ſome of 
FIRM. / | 


(2.) That His Majeſty did teſtifie a» 
; extraordinary charity in his Opinion of the 
perfans ito whom T his Indulgence whe: de- 
figned, as full of Aﬀettion towards Him- 
# , Of : Zeal for the Peace both of Church 


dy and + 
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aud State, and neither Enemies to Epif- 
copacy or Litergy, ( without Equivoca- 
tion or Mental Reſervation, of. Parochial 
Epiſcopacy, or Direfforian Liturgy) but 
modeſtly defiring {ach Alterations only 
in either, as might not ſhake the Founda- 
tions, and beſt allay the prefent diftempers. 
And pity it #s ſo extraordinary aCharity 
ſhould in any thing be impoſed upon. 1 
wiſh heartily, that we had once Redſo07 
zo believe, or that we could perſuade the 
| People tobelieve, as His'Majeſty upon the 
Profeffons of ſome rhen did ; That the 
moſt able and principal Aſſertors of the 
Preshyterian Opinions, did with an Hay- 
mony' of Affeitions lubtnit to: Theſe ex- 
cellent Fonndations ,. which were to lie 
ſhakers at the boptons of all His Maje- 
ſtres deſigned Super ſbruttions ; that we 
might prowomce' of then to their perpe- 
tual Honour , They are af zealows for 
* the Peace of the Chureh. ; They axe all 
* Loyal in their Daty to their 


© They al = Epiſcopacy , Exell 


* Didcrſuwpe Eprſcopacy'; They all approve 


© 4 Set Forrs' of Liturgy; and do: only 
* with 10deſty deſire ſuch Alterations 
F in the Common- Prajer-Buok., as may 
* vob ſhake the Foundations Of it ; yoo, 
A 


© the PPpoteſtant Reconciler, bc. 
© aft diſapprove and diſlike the firs of Saori- 


© lege, as well as Rebellion, and the 4lie- 
© nation of the Revenxe of the Church, 
© the Sale of Biſhops, Deans and Chapter- 
« Lands. —— Did their Followers thus 
think and believe of them, they would, - 
Fam. perſuaded, be foon reconciled to 
49004 Opinion of ws of the Church of 
England by Law eſtabliſhed, and! cry out 
of them, as. the frangeſt Afſertors of 
Preshyterian Opinions in the world. 


(3) Inorder to this Iadulgence,Com- 
miſſfioners , we know, were ander the 
Broad Seal. Appointed, and the Reſult of 
their Debates communded/to the Comvora- 
tion or Synad'; and id tendred tothe ex- 
amination and conſent of Both Houſes in 
Parliament, the Product whereof we had 
at laſt in the 4co of Uniformity, which 
His. Majeſty did. paſs into a Law. And 
it.is, to. me, 4.7 ranſport of Admir ation 
in the Reconcilen, ſo to adore «Declaration 
of His Majeſties: by the Advice of Piis 
Caupcit only , as to prefer it beyond: the 
muturen Thoughts off Sacred Perſon 
upay the wwted judgment of rhe whote 
Nation. 


We 
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- We have /ivd i» days, whereina Vote 
or Ordinance of Parliament hath born 
dows both the Obligation of Laws,and the 
Repute of His Majeſties moſt ſolemn De- 
clarations; And how the Recoxciler may 
ſcape, I know not, but, ſure I am, that 
ſome others would belook'd upon with 
a very evil Eye, as Popiſhly affected, and 
ſo many Friends to ArbitraryGovernment, 
ſhould rhey preſume: almoſt to Deifie' 
Proclamation from the Kjng,at This Rate, 
beyond an Act of Parliament , wherein 
the United Wiſdom'of the King, and all 


Eftates of his Subjects, the Wiſdom both 


of” Church and State is concerned. What 
a miraculous Cure would it be to our pre- 


ſent Convulſions , were the Diſſenting. 


Populace but a little leaning to the Re- 
contiler's mind, * That a Divine Sentence 
© is in the King's Mouth , and bis Lips 
© #7 anſoreſs net in Tudgment,even where 
* the United Judgment. of the whole Na- 
© ti0n may. poſſibly Opane, otherwiſe ? 
But we will leave him undiſturb'd in 
his Extatical and Rapturous Loyalty,and 
content our ſelves with That of the 
more Currant Stamp, Which is like beſt 
to hold.- ; 


It 


It will not be amiſs therefore, here 
to take notice, how the 'W3/dom of the 
Nation did utter it ſelf in the afore- 
named AF of QOrniformity, not without 


the Proteſtant Reconcfler, &c. 77 


ſome reference made to This Declaration : XIV. Ca 


And fo to add This other Text of Solo- * - 


m0n to the Precedent. * In the multi- 
© tude of Counſellors there is ſafety, 
Prov. 11. 14. And This properly too, 
while the Sextexce 1s ſtill the King's, and 
the Council his SubjedFs. 

* Wnereas in the Firs? year of the 
© late Yueen Elizabeth, there was one 
* Oniform Order of Common-Service and 
* Prayer, and of the Adminiſtration of 
© Sacraments, Rites and Ceremonies its 
* the Church of England, (agreeable to 
* the Word of God, and Oſage of the 
* primitive Church) compiled by the 
* Reverend Biſhops and Clergy, ſet forth 
© 7 one Book, entituled, The Book of 
* Common-Prayer, &c. and injoyned to 
© be uſed by A@& of Parliament holden 
*1n the Fir? zear of the ſaid late Queen, 


_ entituled, An AGF for the QOrniformity, Commens 


* &c. very comfortable to all good People 44 
* deſgrows to live in Chriſtian Converſa- , 


* #z0z, and mot profitable to the Eit te w-Book- 
* of this Realm, upon the which, the 9 


* Mercy,Favour and Blefling of Almighty 
ot F * God 
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©* God 1s in 10 wiſe ſo readily and plenti- 

© fully poured, as by Common- Prayers , 

* due uſing of the Sacraments, and 

© often preaching of the Goſpel, with De- 

© votion of the Hearers: And yet, This 

© xotwithſtanding, a great aumber of Peo- 

© ple in diverſe parts of This Realm, fol- 

*Jowing their ows. ſenſuality, and livin 

lg ns y oo — cre gy "Us Fear if 
diffenting * God, do willfully and ſchiſmatically ab- 
7:5 937” £ ſtain, and refuſe to come to their Pa- 
titude.) © riſh Churches, and other publick Places, 
< where Common-Prayer, Adminiſtration 

© of the Sacraments, and preaching of the 

* Word of God 1s uſed, upon the Sundays 

© and other days ordained and appointed to 

© be kept and obſerved as Holy days: And 

* whereas by the great and ſcandalous 

© neglef of Miniſters in the ſaid Order or 

15> © Liturgy, fo ſet forth and injoyned, as 
11:5 aforeſaid, great Miſchiefs and Incon- 
£25] * veniencies, during the times of the 
Nils) © late unhappy Troubles, have ariſen and 
© *orown, and wary People have been led 

© into Faltions and Schiſms, tothe great 

© decay and ſcandal of the Reformed Re- 

« lig1on of the Church of England, and to 

© the hazzard of many Souls: For preven- 
© t70z whereof in time to come, tor ſet- 
 -Hing the Peace of the Church, and for 
& allaying 


© allaying the preſent Diſtempers which 
© the 7ndiſpoſition of the Time hath con- 
© tracted, the King's Majeſty (according 
© to his Declaration of th 


' the Puoteſtant Reconciler, &c. 79 


be ffue and twen- Oftoh. 25, 


* tieth of Offober 1660.) granted his ;,,.\, * 


* Commiſſion under the Great Seal of En- 
© oland, to ſeveral Biſhops and other ru 


© Divines, to review the Book of Commons ,;, ] 
« Prazer, and to prepare ſuch Alterati- &y 


© ons and Additions as they thought fit to 
© offer: And afterwards the Convecati- 
© ons of both the Provinces of Canterbury 
* and York, being by þ3s MajesZy call'd 
* and aſſembled, (and #ow ſitting) His 
* Majeſty hath been pleaſed to Authorize 
* and Require the Preſidents of the ſaid 
© Convocations, and other the Biſhops and 
« Clergy of the ſame, to review the ſaid 
* Book of Common- Prayer, and the Book 
© of the Form and Manner of making and 
* conſecrating of Biſhops, Prieſts and Dea» 
* cons: And that after mature conſeder- 
© ation, they ſhall make ſuch Additions 
* and Alterations in the ſaid Books re- 
* ſpetzvely, as to them ſhould ſeem meet 
© and convenient: And ſhould exhibit 
* and preſent the ſame to His Mijeity 
* in Writing, for his farther allowance or 
© Confirmation: Since which time, »por 
*full and mature Deliberation, they the 
| | F 2 * fazd 
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* ſazd Preſidents, Biſhops and Clergy 


The A4'tcrations and Ad- 
ditions made upen That Review 
hy the Conuorutions of both 
Provinces, upon full and ma- 
ture deliveration; exhibited and 
preiznt:d ts his M-j:ſly. And 
ky us Majifty upon due conftier 
ation, 1atly approved. allowed, 
an7 recommended to Toa Parlta- 
ment.) And tberenyon the Book 


« of both Provinces, have 
© accordingly reviewed the 
* ſaid Books, and have 
< made ſome Alterations, 
* which they think fit to 
© betnſcrted to the ſame, 
© and ſome Additional 
«* Prazers to the faid 


enacted. | 


* Book of Common- 

* Prayer, to be uſed up- 
* on proper and emergent occaſions; and 
© have exhibited and preſented the ſame 
* unto His Majeſty in writing, in oze 
* Book entitled, he Book of Common- 
* Prayer, and Adminiſtration of the Sa- 
© craments, and other Rites and Ceremo- 
* ries of the Church, &c. All wkich His 
© Majeſty having duly conſidered, hath 
* filly approved and allowed the ſame, 
* and recommended to 7 his preſent Par- 
© liament, that the ſaid Book of Common- 
* Prayer, with the Form of Ordination 


* and Conſecration of Biſhops, Prieſts 


© and Deacons, with the Alterations and 
* Additions which have been ſo made and 
* preſented to His Majeſty by the faid 
© Convocations, be the Book which ſhall 
© be appointed to be uſed by all that 
* officiate in all Cathedral and Collegiate 

Churches 
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the Pwteſfant Reconciler, &c. 81 
© Charches.and Chappels, andin a//Chappels 
© of Colledges and Halls in both the Qmni- ' 
« verſcties, and in all Pariſh-Churches and 
«* Chappels within the Kingdom of Ez- 
© eland, Domimon of Wales, and Town 
* of Berwick, upon Tweed, and by al 
© that make or conſecrate Biſhops, Priests 
© or Deacons 19 any of the ſaid Places, 
< under ſuch Sandions and Penalties as 
© the Houſes of Parliament ſhall think fit : 
* Now, in regard that nothing condu- 


«<ceth more to the ſettling the Peace of i_The B-ne- 


« this Nation (which is delired of all 11,7, 


« 900d men) nor to the Honour of our 
« Religion, and the Propagation thereof, 
« than an #iverſal Agreement in the pu- 
« blick Worſhip of Almighty God; And, 
© to the intent that every Pcertoa within 
« this Realm may certainly kzow the Rule, 
< fo which he is to conform in publick Wor- 
« ſhip and* Adminiſtration of Sacraments 
© and other Rites and Ceremonies of the 
« Church of England, and the Manner, 
« how, and by whom Biſhops, Prielts and 
« Deacons are and ought to be made, or- 
« dained, and conſecrated : Be it enaFed 
« by the Kings moſt excellent Majeſty , 
« by the Advice, and with the conſext of 
, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
; of the Commons in This preſent Parlia- 
- F 3 * ment 
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© ment aſſembled, and by the Authority 
© of the ſame, &C. 

* And be it farther enaGted by the Au- 
«© thority aforeſaid, that the ſeveral good 


© Lars and Statutes of This Realm, which 


<havebeen formerly made, 
[ The fermer good Laws and © and are 20w 72 force 


Statutes jor Unijormity of Ira < for the Uniformity of 


er and Adminiftraiion of the < 
Sacraments, confirmet with re- - * Prayer and Admini- 


jerenze to this Book. ] * ffration of the Sacra- 
* ments Within this 
* Realmof Ergland and places aforeſaid, 
* ſhall ſtand in full force and ſtrength to 
* all intents and purpoſes whatſoever, for 
© the eifabliſhing and confirming of the 
« ſaid Book, entituled, The Book, of Com- 
* 220n- Prager, &c. herein before menti- 

* oned, to be joyned and annexed to This 
* AF, and ſhall be applied, praitiſed,and 

* pct in ure tor the puniſhing of all Ot- 

* tences contrary to the ſaid Laws, with 

p RE to the Book aforeſaid, and no 

© other. 

* Provided alſo, that the Book of 

7 3-1 © Common-Prayer and Adminiſtration, 
of 2 Fiz. © &c. heretofore in uſe, and reſpettively 
conteried © eſtabliſhed by Act of Parliament in the 
to tobe © Firt and Eighth years of Queen Eliza- 
Place.) < beth, (hall be ill uſed and obſerved in 
* ihe Church of England, until the F _ 

*O 
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© of St. Bartholomew, which ſhall be in 
© the year of our Lord God 1662.] when 
by This AF the other Book aforeſaid 
was to take place n the room thereof; ſo 
that there was #0 period of time, wherein 
there was a Liberty or Exemption 
from the Legal Obligation to Qrnifor- 
mts. | 

Such now is That Auguſt Authority, by 
which the Things in Yueſtion are deter- 
mined and eſtabliſhed: And as the Re- 
conciler cites 1t out of Biſhop Taylor, © A 
© peaceable mind, and willingneſs to learn, 


* and a charitable Expoſition, are the juſt * 


* Diſpoſttions of Subjects. ] God Grant 
* they wel/ perforzz it! As He there de- 
« voutly and piouſly adds. 


This was the Religion of Lucen Eli- gy 


2.beth, whole Motto was, Semper ea- 
dem. This was the Religion of Kizg 
James, whoſe Motto was, Beati Paci- 


fici, This was the Religion of King 


Charles, The Rozal Martyr, and beſt 
of Kings and M:n. And This zs the 
Religion of His Gracious Majeſty, the 
Inheritor of his Fathers Kingdoms and 
Prancely Vertues, who calls aloud upon 
his Subje&s to make the eſzavliſhed 
Laws Their Rule, becauſe ke proteſts, 
They ſhall ever be His. And the Re- 
F 


"op conciler 


the Pyoteſtant Reconciler, &c. $83 5", 
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conciler hath told us, that it is only the 
Religion of His King, which in This 
Book ke pleads for. 


SECT. VIL 


$. vi. J* the zext place, before I leave 
This Subject, I defire a my Conn- 

iry-men diligently to hearker unto the 
Church Her ſelf in her publick Apologies 
about Theſe Matters, in the Book ſo 
eitabliſhed which, becauſe fo few do 


I will here preſent them with, 


The Preface of our Governours concer- 
ning the Alterations made in the 
publick Service. 


© It hath been the Miſdow of the 
The cor-* Church of England, ever fince the firsF 
ant mode-© coxppiling of her publick Liturgy, to 
ration of , k N he Two F 
the Church KEEP 4 mean between the Iwo Lxtreans, 
| ofngiand}* of too much ſtiffneſs in refuſing, and 
| © of too much eaſineſs in admitting any 
© variation from it. For, as on the one 
* ſide common experience ſheweth, that 


where 


obſerve in Their Common- Prayer- Books ; . 


the Proteſtant Reconciler, &c. 85 

© where a change hath been made of [The dar- 
. . . » * IF of unnes 

* things adviſedly eitabliſhed (no evi- ,,q,,, 

© dent neceſſity ſo requiring) ſundry 7#- changes.) 

© conveniences have thereupon enſued, 

* and thoſe many times m-9re 

© and greater than the evils Tpfa mutatio conſue- 

«chat were intended to be quits, evan qu at 

© remedied by ſuch change; perturbar, D. auguf. 

<ſo, on the other ſide the Ep. 118. 

© particular Forms of divine 

* Worſhip, and the Rztes and Ceremonies 

* appointed to be uſed therein, being [weary 


things in their ow? nature indifferent chave's to 
. made by 
* and alterable, and ſo acknowledged, it 4yywity 
* 1s but reaſorable, that upon werghty and __ in 
© 3mportant Conſiderations, according to "5 ©, 
* the variows Exigencies of times and oc- upon 
* caſions, ſach Changes and Alterations 7% & 
* ſhould be made therein, asto thoſe that corpymai- 
© are in place of Anthority from time to 9s] 
© time ſeem either zeceſſary or expedi- 
* ent. | | 
[This 1s quoted by the Reconciler, as 
the chief ground-work, of his Propoſals ; 
but let us hear the whole.) 
* Accordingly we find, that in the 
* Reigns of ſeveral Princes of bleſſed Me- 
* ory, ſince the Reformation, the Church [The pra- 
* upon juſt and weighty Conſiderations 3 0 the. 
5 her thereunto moving, hath' zze/ded to cordingh.} 
«mal 
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© make ſuch Alterations in ſome particu- 


© lars, as in their reſpe#ive times were 
© thought convenient; yet ſo, as that the 
© 2main Body and Eſſentials of it, (as well 
* 1n thechzefeſs wraterials, as in the frame 
© and order thereof) have {till continu- 
© ed the ſame unto This day, and do yet 
* ſtand firm and unſhaken, notwithſtand- 
C_—_ *1ng all the vain attempts and 7mpetuous 
Sos ws afeults made againſt it by ſuch men, 
ries of the * as are given to change, and have al- 
crrch.) © ways diſcoverd a greater regard to 
© their own private Fancies and Intercſts, 
* than to that Duty they owe to the pu- 

© blick. 
* By what #ndue means, and for what 
[The 1e- © Wiſchievous purpoſes the uſe of the Li- 
ealiry and © turgy, (though exjoyned by the Laws 
wagry * of the Land, and thoſe Laws zever yet 
the Liturgy © repealed) came, during the late un- 
uggcſted. ] © happy Confuſions, to be diſcontinued, 
© 1s to0 well kzown to the World, and 
© we are not willing here to remember. 
© But when, »por His Majeities happy 
* Rejtauration, it ſeemed probable, that 
© amongſt other things, the uſe of the 
[The c9%- © Liturgy alſo would return of courſe, 
cn of 3 <(the ſame having never been legally 
the Kjng's * aboliſhed ) unleſs ſome timely means 
Kftaurath- © were uſed to prevent it : Thoſe men, 


07 18 0þp9= 
ſing it.) * who 


© who under the late uſurped Powers, had 
«© made it a great part of their buſineſs, to 
« render the People diſaffeFed thereunto, 
<aw themſelves in polut of Reputation 
* and Intereſt concerned (unleſs they 
« would freely acknowledge themſelves to 
© have erred, which juch mer arc very 
< hardly brought to) with their utmoſt 
« endeavours to hinder the Reſtitution 
© thereof, In order whereunto divers 
© Pamphlets were publiſhed againſt the 
© Book, of Common-Prayer, the old Ob- 
© jetions muſtered up, with the Add;tior 
© of ſome new ones more than formerly 
© had been made, to make the zxmber 
« ſpell [whereof the Reconciler hath 
thought good to bring ſeveral again upor: 
the Stage. | 

© In fine, great Importunities were 
© uſed to his Sacred Majeſty, that the 
* ſaid Book might be reviſed, and ſuch 
© Alterations therein, and Additions 
* thereunto made, as ſhould be thought 
© requiſite for the eaſe of tender Conſci- 


the Proteſtant Reconciler, 8&c. 87 


* ences 3 .Whereunto His Majeſty out of rwis Me 
© his P:ows Inclination to give fatisfacti- 14/tics gra- 


* on (fo far as could be reaſonably ex- 
« pected) to all his Subjects of what 


© Perſwafion ſoever, did graciouſly con- %i0%. 


$ deſcend. 
*1g 
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C The m- © In- which Review we have endea- 
waties of « voured to obſerve the lhe moderation 
the Church , my 
obſerved © as we find to have been uſed in the like 
therein. ] < Caſe in forzzer Times. And therefore 


* of the ſundry Alterations propoſed unto 


_[ Rejecting © us, we have rejefed all ſuch as were ei- 
Jon! Altt- © ther of dangerous Conſequence, (as fe- + 


rations of- 


fered, be- © Cretly ſtriking at ſome eſtabliſhed Do- 

cauſe of © Frine or laudable Pradfice of the Church 

"7... * of England, orindeed of the whole Ca- 

Te qQuthCles - - 

or 12 © tholick, Church of Chriſt ) or elſe of #0 

04%.)  * Conſequence at all, but utterly frivolous 

© 44nit- © and vain. But ſuch Alterations as were 

ing all * tendred tous (by what perſons, under 

that ſeemed © what pretences, or to what purpoſe ſo- 
EXpidatent. | . 

* ever tendred) as ſeemed to us 77 any 

© degree requiſite or expedient, we have 

[And that * willingly and of our own accord aſſented 

=> 5" © to ; Not enforced fo to do by any 

Gty, bu | jo 

willingly.) * ſtrength of Argument, convincing us of 

0 <© the Neceſſzty of making the ſaid Altera- 

« tions 5 for we are filly perſwaded in our 

© Fudgements, (and we here profeſs 1t to 

* the World) that the Book, as #t ſtood 

© before e;Fabliſh:d4 by Law, doth 

[The Churches Prote- © not contain 1n it ary thing 

Petia UNE be © contrary to the Word of God,or 

magni e © to ſound Dutrine, or, which 

of the Hunaar of it.) * 4 godly man may not with 4 

© good Conſcience uſe and ſubmit 


© unto, 
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© unto, or, which is not fairly defenſible 
* againſt any, that ſhall oppoſe the ſame 
*if it (hall be allowed ſach juit and fa- 


© vourable Conitrufion , as 1N common 


© Equity ought to be allowed to all by. * & 


© mane Writings, eſpecially ſuch as are ſet 
* forth by Authority, and even to the wery 
© bef# Tranſlation of the holy Scripture it 
«ſelf, 

[ And here I call to mind , what I 
have read in Biſhop Gauden , touching 
an eminent Perſon concern'd in the [ex- 


the Pytteſtant Reconiciler, &c. $9 


dry of divers Alterations. <1 
© cannot but commend ( ſaith 
© he) theCandor, Juitice and 
© Ingenuity of Mr.Þaxter, who 
© lately profeſd to me, that he 


{ Confid. tonching the 
Liturgy in reference to 
His Majeſtsts late De» 
claration.) p. 33+ 


© ſaw nothing in the Liturgie, which might 
* not. bear a good Conitrudion, if men 
* look'd upon it, as it became Chriitians, 


© with ezes of Charity.) But to proceed. 

* Our general aim therefore in This 
© Ondertaking was, not to pgratifie Thzs (The tnte- 
* or That Party in any their unreaſonable ©*) 9 £4: 


Church in 


Deſigns, but to do That, which, to our her vro- 


© beif Underitandings, we conceived, <<cdivgs] 


* might 2woiF tend to the preſervation of 
* Peace and Unity in the Church ; the 
Y mv of Reverence and exciting of 
$ Piety and Devotion iz the publick, Wor- 
* ſoip 
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« ſhip of God; and the cutting off occaſion 
© from them, that ſeck occaſton: of Cavil or 
6 aa againit the Liturgie of the 
© Church. 

* And, asto the ſeveral Variations from 
Nao © the former Book, whether by Alteration, 
' the ſeveral * Addition, or otherwiſe, it ſhall ſuffice to 

Variations © give This general account, That moſt of 
— the Alterations were made, either Firſt, 
« For the better Dire&ion of thene that are 
© to officiate in any part of Divine Service, 
© which is chiefly done in the Kalendars 
© and Rubricks - or , Secondly, For the 
© more proper expreſſing of ſome words or 
* phraſes of ancient uſage, 1n terms more 
< ſuitable to the language of the preſent 


ww m7 a a td. _ 


'{ < ſome other words and phraſes , that 
© wereeither of doubtful ſignification, or 
' * otherwiſe /;able to miſconſtrudtion - or, 
'F * Thirdly, For a »zore perfe@ rendring of 
* ſuch portions of holy Scripture, asare in- 
© ſerted into the Liturgy, which, 1n the 
« Epiitles and Goſpels eſpecially, and in 
© indry other places, are now ordered 
© to be read according to the laft Tran- 
© lation. And, That it was thought con- 
© yenient, that ſozze Prayers and Thanks- 
« ozvings fitted to ſpecial Occaſcons, ſhould 
* be added in their due places z particu- 
| ary 
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< Times, and the clearer explanation of 
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the Puoteſtant Reconciler : &c. Gy Rr _ 


©larly for Thoſe at Sea, together with an 

* Office for the Baptiſm of ſuch as are of ri- 

«© per years 3 Which, although not ſo e- 

© ceſſary, when the former Book was com- 

© piled, yet, by the Growth of Anabap- 

© tiſer, through the Licentionſneſs of the 

© late Times crept 1n among us, 1s ow 

© become neceſſary, and may bealways «ſe- 

© ful for the baptizing of Natives in our 

© Plantations, and others converted to the 

* Faith, If any man, who (hall defire a 

* more particular account of the ſeveral (The more 
© Alterations in any part of the Liturgy, particular 

* ſhall take the pains to compare the pre- (694 wn” 
© ſent Book with the former, we doubt: ocular 1n- 

© not but the Reaſor of the Change may 11*#%: ] 


*< eaſily appear. 


« And, having thus endeavoured to 
* diſcharge our Duties in This weighty 

* Aﬀair, 25 iz the ſight of God, and to ap- ( The 

* prove our Sincerity therein ( ſo far ag churches 
lay in us) to theConſciences of all men ; Per, 
* although we know it 2x2poſſ#ble (in ſuch ea. ] 

* variety of Apprehenſions, Humours and 

* Intereſts as are in the World) to pleaſe 

* a}; nor canexpect, that men of fa&#z- 


© 04, peeviſhand perverſe ſpirits, ſhould T rho Lhe 


* be ſatisfied with any thing that caz be after all, to 
* done in this kind by any other than them- quarrel tilt 
* ſelves: Yet we have good hope, that, pong 
S what 


E 


[ ho fo ace 
quieſce in 
her Detey- - 
minatz- 
ons. | 
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* what 1s here preſented, and hath been 
< by the Convocations of both Provinces 
* with great diligence examined and ap- 
« proved, will be alſo wel/ accepted and 
© approved by all ſober, peaceable, and truly 
6 A Sons of the Church of Eng- 
© land. | 
Now ſach an one the Reconciler profeſ- 
* ſeth himſelf to be : © A wel-wiſher to the 
* Churches Peace, who doth from his heart 
* conform to all, that is required by her. 
And therefore he muſt be preſumed to 
have a ſingular value for T his ſerious Ma- 
rifeſto and Proteſtation of our Governours 2 
That They have already of their own ac- 
cord aſſented to ſuch Alterations, as ſeem- 
ed to them in any degree requiſite or expe- 
dient 3 and did eſteem: Thoſe which they 
have reje&ed, as either frivolous and vain, 
or of dangerous conſequence , as ſecretly 


ſtriking at ſome eſtabliſhed Do@rine , or 


laudable PraFice of the Church of Eng- 
land, or indeed of the whole Catholick 
Church ; and that in This Review they 
have behaved themſelves with all Sinceri- 
ty, as in the ſight of God, and dene That, 
which , to their bei# Onderitandings, 
they conceived might oſt tend to the 
preſervation of Peace and Unity in the 
Church ; the procuring of m_m— 
an 


A. 9. SES 4 


and exciting. of Piety and Devotion 
in the publick Worſhip of God, and 
the cutting off occaſion from them that 
ſeek occaſion of Cavil or Quarrel a- 
gainſt the Liturgy ;. that is, That they 
have already endeauonred to diſcharge 
their Duty, ſo far as lay in them, to 
all thoſe excelent purpoſes, to which 
the: Reconciler with ſo great vehemrence 


perſwadeth afreſh. 


'The Church of Englands Declaras 
tion of Ceremonies, why lome 
be aboliſhed, and {ome -re- 


tained. - 


, of ſuch Ceremonies as be uſed in 
* the Church, and have had their be- 
* ginning by the Inſtitution of man 


* creet Devotion, and ſach a Zeal as 
* was without knowledge; - and, for 


* becauſe they were winked at in the 
* beginning, they grew daily to more 
G 


* and 


? to be made 


* ſome at firſt were of godly intent and of Ceremo= 
| © purpoſe deviſed, and yet at length nit.) © 
*turn'd to Vanity and Superſtition 3, 
© ſome extred into the Church by undiſ- © 
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* and more abuſes, which not only for 
* their anprofitableneſs, but becauſe 
have much blinded the People, 


© the 
Gi _ obſcured the Glory of God, are 


[Wherein 


conblts the {1dered, 


Gu:!t of 
n:giuling 
them. | 


GG 


[ To whom it bilongs to Ap- 
0) that Awubkuritye | 


* worthy to be cut away and clean re- 
© jeFed : Others there be, which al- 
* though they have been deviſed by 
© man, yet it is thought good to reſerve 
* them ftif, as well for a decent order 
© ix the Church (for the which they 
* were firſt deviſed) as becauſe they 
© pertain to Edification, whereunto all 
* things done 1n the Church (as the 
© Apoſtle teacheth) ought to be re- 
« ferred, 

* And although the keeping or 0- 
* mitting of a Ceremony, 11 it felt con- 
is but a ſma//thing 3 yet the 
* willful and contemptuous Tranſgreſ- 
* from, and breaking of a common or- 
© der and Diſcipline, is no ſmall of- 
* fence before rod, © Let all things be 
* done among you, (anth St. Paul, in 
«* 2 ſeerly aud due order. | | 
the Church of England grounds her 
Impoſition of - Ceremo- 
nics.] * The appaint- 
* ment of the which order, 
* pertalneth ugh to pri- 
* vate 


[Upon This 


the Pteſtant Reconciler, &c. 95 
© paze men; theretqre no man ought 
© to take in hand, or preſume to Ap- 
* point or Alter any publick or common 
© Order m Chrift's Church, except he 
© be lawfully called and authorized 


© thereunto. 


* And whereas 10 [bs our tizzeethe 
© minds of men are fo divers, that 
© ſome men think 1t a great matter of (T0 #*- 
* Conſcience to depart from a piece of |", 
* the leaſt of their Ceremonies, they men:s »f 
* be ſo addiGed to their old Cuſtoms 5 * 048 
+ bs . them. ] 
and again, on the other ſide, ſome 
©be ſo rew-fargled, that they would 
© innovate all things, and fo. deipiſe 
© the old, that nothing can like them, 
* but what is zew3 1t was thought 
* expedient, not ſo much to have re- (rhe 
' bom how to pleaſe and ſatis fie et- Churches 
* ther of theſe Parties, as how to pleaſe ce —_ 
© God, and profit them bath. with reſect 

* And yet, leſt any man be (A to beth. ] 
* fended, whom good Reaſon might 
© ſatisfie, here be certain Cauſes rex- (ter Cha _ 
* dred, why tome of the accuſtomed?” * af 


VEUTLEATES 


> 


* Ceremonics be peut away, and tome us.) 
* retained and kept (till. 
mY 


G 2 


96 Some Animadverſtons on 


© Some are put away, becauſe the 
Cr. Why © great exceſs and multitude of them 
_—_— hath ſo encreaſed in theſe latter 
; * days, that the burthen of them was 
* intolerable whereof St. AuguStine 
*1n his time complained , that they 
© were grown to ſuch a number, that 
* the Eſtate of Chriſtian People was 
* in a worſe caſe concerning that mat- 
© ter, than were the Jews. And He 
* counſelled, that ſuch yoke and bur- 
*then (hould be taken away, as 
* time would ſerve quietly to do it. 
* Bur what would St. Augnitize have 
© ſaid, if he had ſeen the Ceremontes 
© of late days uſed among us; where- 
< unto the multitude uſed i bis 
© time, Was not to be compared ? 
© This our exceſſzve multitude of Ce- 
© remonies was ſo great, and mary of 
© them ſo dark, that they did more 
© confound and darken, than declare 
© and ſet forth Chriſt's Benefits unto 
< us. And beſides This, Chriſt's Goſ- 
© pel is ot a Ceremonial Law (as 
* much of Moſes Law was ) but is 


* boudage of the Figure or Shadow , 
* but in the FEreedowr of the Spirit 3 
* being 


*a Religion to ſerve God, not in 
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the Proteſtant Reconciler, 8c. 97 
© being content only with Thoſe Cere- 
© z0ntes, Which do ſerve to a decent 
* Order and Godly Diſcipline, ſuch as 
© be apt to ſtir up the dull mind of 
* man to the remembrance of his Duty 
© to God, by ſome motable and ſpeci- 
* al ſggnification , whereby he might 
© be edified. Furthermore, the moſt? 
© weighty cauſe of the Aboliſhment of 
© certain Ceremonies was , that they 
* were ſo far abuſed, partly by the 
F + Ay blindneſs of the Rude and 
* Onlearxed, and partly by the #- 
* ſatiable Avarice of ſuch as ſought 
© more their own Lucre, than the Glory 
* of God; that the Abuſes could not 
© well be taken away, the thing renain- 


* ing (t1l. 


* And now concerning Thoſe Per- 


* ſons, which peradventure will be (2. 


* offended, that ſome of the old Cere- 
* monies are retained (till: It they 
* conſider, that without ſome Ceremo- 
© ries, it Is not Poſſable to keep any 
* order or quiet Diſcipline in the 
* Church, they ſhall ealily perceive 
* juſt cauſe to reform their judgments. 

G 3  *And 


, 


98 Some Animadver tons on 


* And if they think much that any 
© of the ol4 do remain, and would 
© rather have al/ deviſed axew; then 
* ſuch men granting ſome Ceremonies 
* convenient to be had, ſurely, where 
* the old z2ay be well uſed, there they 
© cannot 7eaſorably reprove the old 
© only for their Age, without bewray- 
* ing of their own Folly. For, in ſuch 
*a cale, they ought rather to have 
8 © reverence unto them for their Arti- 
* qaity, if they will declare themſelves 
© to be more ſtudious of Ority and 
© Concord, than of Innovations and 
© new-fangleneſs, which (as much as 
| © may be with ſciting forth of Chriſt's 
& Religion ) 1s always to be eſchewed, 
* Furthermore ſuch ſhall have no 
© Juſt cauſe with the Ceremonies re- 
* ſerved to be offended: For, as 
© 1hoſe are taken away, which were 
* maſt abuſed, and did burther men's 
© Conſciences without any cauſe, 10 
© the other that remain, are retained 
* for a Diſcipline and Order, which 


* (upon juſt caſes) may be altered | 
* and ckanged, and therefore are not 7 
*to | 


the Pooteſfant Reconcifer, &c. gg 
*to be eſttemed equal with God's AG be. 


4 « ore Ccer- 
Law. tain Art;” 


cles of Que 
Elizab. 1554. © Theſe Orders and Rules have been though® 
* meet and convenient to be uſed and followed, not yet pre” 
© ſcribing Theſe Rules as Laws equivalent with the eterna! 
© Word of God; and as of neceſſety to vind the Conſciences of heC 
© Subjects inthe Nature of them conſadered in themſelves, &c. ] 


* And moreover they be neither 
© dark, nor dumb Ceremonies, . but are 
© ſo ſet forth, that every man may un- 
© derftand what they do mean, and to 
© what uſe they do ſerve. So that 1t 
© is ot [zhe, that in time to come 
© they ſhould be abuſed 4s the other 


© have been, 


* And 1n Theſe our doings, we con- 
© demmn no other Nations, nor preſcribe (The 
* any thing, but to our own People Curches 
* only: For we think 1t convenient, Yrifersblng 
* that every. Country (ſhould uſe fuch ts none but 
« Ceremonies as they ſhall think beſt Aiden 
* to the ſetting forth of God's Honour 
* aud Glory,, and to the reducing of 
* the People to: a moi? perfeif and 
* godly living, without Error or S#- 
_ ©perſtition, and that they ſhould put 
* away other things, which from time 

- WO 4 © to 


100 Some Animadver ſions on 


* to time they perceive. to be oft 
* abuſed, as in mens Ordinances it of- 
© ten chanceth diverſly in divers Coun- 


* tras. | 


Now here it is plain enough, © That 
the Church of England do:h judge her 
ſelf jufficiently Authorized to preſcribe 
certain Ceremonies; and; © That in 
her Determinations about them, ſhe 
hath ſteered an even courſe between all 
Extreams, and carried her ſelf with 
a due Temper and Moderation, Equity 
and Reaſorableneſs; ſtudying to pleaſe 
God, and profit all men; © That ſhe 
hath put away many for the burthen of 
their multitude, tor the darkreſs of their 

ſrgnification; for their Judaical Ser- 
vility; and all that did burthen mens 
Conſciences, or which ſhe look*d up- 
on ſo far abuſed, that the Abuſes could 
not be well taken away, the things yet- 
remaining —— And, * That the hath 
retained. ſome as requiſite aud conveni- 
ent for a decent Order and godly Diſci- 
pline, and apt to Stir up the dull mind 
of man to the remembrance of his Duty 
to God by ſome notable | and ſpecial ſig- 
rification, whereby he might beedified; 
<< That 


for being ſignificant, 


dumb Ceremonies , 


the Proteſtant-Reconciler, &Cc. 101 
& That ſhe the rather approved there 


neither dark nor 


but ſo ſet forth, 


that every man may underſiand both 


their meaning and uſe, and ſuch as 


ſhe thought not like in tine 
to be abuſed, «s others had 
been + © That ſhe doth not 
equalize Theſe her Preſcrip- 
tions with God's Law , but 
pronounce them alterable up- 
on juſt Cauſes by the ſame 
Authority which doth appoint 
them : That in {his wje of 
her power (he hath mot ex- 
ceeded her proper compaſs, 
preſcribing to one but her 
own people + © That 1n her 
chaice of Ceremonies , \he 
hath had a ſpecial reverence 
and reſpe# to Antiquity : 
« That ſhe hath offended 


none, whom good Reaſon may 


ſatisfie : 


( 
fo come 


{ © Certainly , never 
* any Church laid l:js 
© weigyt upon Its own 
* Orders, ſuppoting ,thar 
$ it believes chem to be 
$ juſt 2nd reaſo:a0le. It 
« places no H9/in-/5, no 

6 merat or efficacy in 
© them, as to the ob- 
© raining the Grace ant 
© Favour of God:lIt ex- 
« pets obedience on- 
© ly farOrder and peace 
* [2467 : Ir hath caken 
* great care by Prefz- 
© c2s and Canons, and 
, — ro prevent 
© any mifiaterpretatt- 
* on of irs intention & 
* defign. ] Dr. Stz2. 
Serm. of Super/tition. 


And , « That however the 


keeping or omitting of 4 Ceremony 
be, in it ſelf conſider'd , but a ſmal/ 
thing', yet the wilful and contemptu- 
ous tranſereſſing and breaking of a 
common Order and Diſcipline is no 


ſmall offence before God. 


How 


502 _- Som? Aniniad ver fions on 
10 


. the rate of 
ſe WETE It, af 
HZ How eaſe we i. for © prophane 
® ſome mens __ ſeverities of di: 
Wit to blaſpheme t j the World, for 
Ab , qu2M 21,me Juitice yo ” of the forbiddetr 
1s! ar eating un dple of the forbids 
Fours Wh in Paradiſe hiring a few Sticks 
hc, mar] or by gebring «few Sick 
tultt ___ on the Sabbath - : Ad to ftay the 
Em. Theſau no forth his ban [ 
but putt ng fe ? &c. Which yet 
tottering Ark : to contradi the 
e not here, / that her 
urg lain Declarations, he 
Churches plain © not equal to t 
Preſcriptions = upon a due con- 
Laws of God h at . whereſoever they 
fideration , t he immediate Laws of 
thwart not t ine too at the ſe- 
The !eſ- hey are Dro the 
, tm God, t 7 Divine by vertue of 
thing, the p94 hand , dment 3 and we by 
greater Fifth Comman then , not only 
aud mare 4 obli ed to obey : he Tis 
zntxculap'e (Zo S but conſcience-ſa yo i 
the aiſov- for wrath 7 tion of the obitina- 
'ir tie the great mempt of wilſnl Dipbeds 
, > F cy and Rp p44 in Matters = _ 
© had i tha 7 A 
p EHCE , : conſader - 
Sms little in _— the =— pI 
ce a 1 coaotly macy only, 
c _ _ nad againſt 1 bis Contu Y 
© ROW hat 
* mach Ya- 7 t ſtrange, bo 
v ther wen? hen 5 1t No t 
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the Recorciler”, profeſling ſs much 
Reverexce, as he doth, to the A4po- 


ſtolical Rnlers of the Chnrch, and the 


Church of England his Dear Mother, 


ſhould yet load them and her with <9 


the imputation of ſuch horrid Guilts, 
as he doth , on the ſcore of the Impo- 


ſition of a few Ceremonies ? That he 


ſhould uſe ſuch /ike Expoſtulations 
and Expreſſions, as Theſe, that fol- 
low, in the Caſe ? 


© May it not be wondred, how 


© they can call ſach Ceremonies, 1m- P. 33. 


* poſed as the condition of Com- 
© munion to 20 profit or benefit of 
*© any , and to the great peril, yea 
« hurt and deitruftion of many , all 
« Circumſtances conſidered , 1[hings 
© Indifferent ? 

* To call the Ceremonies 79ffer - 
« foe is to affirm, what mever can 
© be proved. 

* Myriads of Souls are cait out of 
$ the Church and given up to Satan 


* for Ceremonies and things confoſſed- P. $- 
© ly indifferent 5 and can This Do-. * 


* Frine be of God, the God of Love 
* and Peace , which hath theſe bitter 
* Fruits 8 * Why 


the Proteſtant Reronciler, &c. 10 ? 
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Some Animadyerſions on 


© Why do Swperionrs ſtill continue 
the impoſition of thoſe indifferent 


© things, which do occaſtor the ſchiſar, 


© and conſequently the deſtruction of 
ſo many preciow and immortal 
« Souls £ | 

* How is the Charity of God , or 
© Love of our Neighbour in our bearts, 
©it , when we may remove /uch 


. © dangerous ſtumbling-blocks to the 


* weak and ſimple people, we will 
* not remove them, but lay them ſtill 
< before their feet , and work the dan- 
* ger of their everlaſting deitrudion, 
*for whom our Saviour {hed his 
* precious Blood ? 


<Do they act conformably to 
© Theſe great Dutzes, who will not, 
* to prevent the Ruine of many My. 
© rtads of immortal Souls, forbear the 
© iapoſung of unneceſſary things © Do 
* they put ſuch a value on them , as 
© our God and Saviour did? Or are 
* they fit to preſs theſe Arguments on 
© others, Who do themlclves preter 
* ſuch [rifles before the Souls, tor 
* which Chrilt dicd ? 


* This 


< This I am perſwaded is one of 
© the provoking ſins of the Confors- 
* wiſts, that they have been ſo back: 
* ward 1 doing , what they were 
© convincd , they might have done 


tbe Poteſtant Reconciler, &c. 105 


© with a good Conſcience, when they Þ+ 37- 


© were earneſtly preſs*d to it by their 
« Difſenting Brethren , and had Au- 


© thority to do it 3 but they refuſed - 


<it, and ſeemed rather reſolved to 
© break, all in pieces and hazard our 
« Religion, and let theſe ſad effe#s of 
© our Diviſtons ſtill continue, than to 
© abate their Rigor in impoſing, what. 
« they may lawfully alter or abo- 
« liſh, 

© [ fear, that the impartial Judge 
© may reckon «4 them Q-xncharitabte, 
* who by pong of ſuch Ceremo- 
© ries , do prejudice the ( burches 
* Peace and Onity , and the eternal 
© Intereifs of their weak Brethren, 
* without any proportionable advan- 
* tage to their own, or to the Chaur- 
© ches welfare 5 and are ſo far trom 
© lending them their hands, and litt- 
* ing of them up , that they trip wp 
* their heels, and make them fall. 


«Can 


P.132,133 


P. 189. 


Thid. 


P. 21%. 


Ibid, 


Some Animadverfions on 

* Can they joy in the ſpiritual 
« proficiency of Souls , or be ready to 
« bupply their ſpiritual neceſſaties , who 
* rather will, that wzany Myriads 
« ſhould be excluded from the means 
« of Grace, than that oze of their Ce-. 
* remonies ſhould be left indifferent, 
© or that a few Expreſſions in their 
« Liturgie ſhould be changed £2 
* do ſil reſolve to lay Theſe Snares 


© and Gal-Iraps in their way ? 


« And, Oh ! that men would ſe- 
* rioufly confider. , whether thoſe 
* Laws, which hinder ſo many from 
© coming to the ſervice of God, and 
* miniſter not to the Edification but 
© deitruftion of ſo many Souls, do 
« well comply with Charity and Edi- 
© fication + —--f be not the Laws of 
« Thrants , not of ſpiritual Fathers. ] ' 
Fheſe are the words 7mmediately pre- 


 cedent, | Such ©* Laws of Burthen, 


as make the willing to be Slaves, 
* and tempt the unwilling to rebel } 
for ſo he accommodates Biſhop Tat. 


lor's words a little after. 


With a great zany other Refle#i- 


ons, 


ons, wp aud down his Book , to a 
like purpoſe, which I ſhall not tran- 
ſcribe. . | SEEN TNT 
When , alas ! after af{ Theſe Im 
peachments , the Aceuſation, upon a 
ſober pauſe , comes to no more than 
This , That the fore-named Miſchiefs 
do accidentally axrile from the Chur- 
ches Impoſitions , as they may do 
even from the beſt of Laws, by the 
frowardneſs and contumacy of diſobe- 
dient SubjeFs. SEE p. 67. | 


It is of Concernment, I think, for 
him, who. profeſleth himſelt 205f un- 
willing. to do the leaſs diſſervice ta 
the Church , of which be 'is a Mem- 
ber, or to thoſe Reverend Superionrs, 
whom from his heart he honours and 
owns , as the true Apoſtolick, Guides 
and Rulers of it 53 once and agai 
to examine, whether in Theſe Sales 
of bis Zeal, or Paſſaon, he have not 
been wore than a little tranſported 
beyond the meaſures of his Station, 
He ſhould have cooled his intempe- 
rate Heats by conſidering , that the 
Arguments are not new , which he 
offers , but ſuch as have frequertly, 


' tame 


the Proteſtant Reconciler, &c. 107 © 


' 108 -Some Animadverſions on 

time after time, been alledged in the 
fame Caſe , and ſuch , as the Gover- 
ours of the Church ſufficiently have 
declared to have been before their eyes. 
He ſhould have been ſo ſenſible of 
his own weakneſs and proneneſy+ to 
miſtake in judging, as to have com- 
municated Theſe Papers firſt to them, 
before he venturd them abroad a- 
201g the people , to expoſe the Ho- 
nour and Authority of his Reve- 
rend Fathers, and Dear Mother, and 
that in oper View. He ſhould , at 
leaſt , have ſo managed his Argu- 
ments , as not - to have »ciſdoubted 
their ability to judge and conclude 
from them; or tainted their Reputa- 
tion 1n the Application of them. 


And thus much I do repreſent 
unto his ſecond Thoughts , with all 
Candor, being fully perſwaded,' that 
he hath ' ot offended of malicious 
wickedneſs. 


SECT. VIII. 


Will now reſumea little theQueſtion 

of Ceremonies,@ the Impoſition of then. 

TheChurch, as we have ſeen, p'eads 
for her general Warrant, * Let all things 
* be done atnong you in a ſeemly and 
© due Order 3 ds wares, z, x7 TE 
decently, and according to order. . 

And the Apoſtle St. *Pan! , whoſe 
Canon this was, himſelf pradiſed accord- 
ing to it 5 He gave out Ordinances of 
this nature to the Corinthians,* and prat- 


ehe Proteſtant Reconciler, &c; 
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ſeth them who kept the ſame, .1 Cor.II, Eccleſyum Po- 


IT. And hereunto we rauſt, as I con- 
ceive, refer that Firſt Diſorder, which 


min, certam 

Politiam tra- 
4 

&iderat, que 


he there undertakes to corre# among g*bernarerur, 


them, for the Mer to be Covered, an 
the Women Uncovered in the time of Di- 
vine Service. The Apoſtle doth evident- 
ly there preſcribe the contrary 5 and that 
as a ſignificant Ceremony too, the Mar 
to be uncovered, to expreſs both his Sub- 
Jje&ion to Chriſt alone, and Authority over 
theWoman;theWoman to have Aouvering 
onher Head, to expreſs her Subje@ion to 
her Hasband, or Inferiority unto Man. 
The Covering or Veil was a (ign: of that Po= 
wer under which the Woman was ; and 
thence called by a Metonymy; ifzomcx | 

| 1 ” 


of Caly. in loc. 
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aftalio tells us, that he had this Ex- 

tion ſome a certain '[talian : * Things 
© that are baſe and vitiow ouglit to be 
* covered 3; and on the other fide, ſuch 
© as are comely and perfeF, to be weco- 
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© vered and ſhown. Now therefore, if - | ; 


* the Man prayeth with his Head co- 
© vered, he intimates a defel7 in bis Head 
* worthy to be hidden, But Chriit is 
© the Head of the Man, who is without 
* all fault. The Head of the Man there- 
< _ (nw ought to be wncovered, 
* hereby to ſhew forth the GHion 0 
6 Chritt who rs Head Bur as 
* Head of the Woman is the Man, who, 
© ſeeing he is defeFive and vitiows, the 
* Woman, in confeſſion of this his imper- 
© feftion, is to cover her Head. But 
this may ſeem too much ftirained and 
fanciful, fince the Apoſtle recommends 
the Covering or Veil to the Woman, not 
to argue the DefeF, but the Authority 
and *Preheminence of the Man. 

I rather think, with the learned Cap- 
pellns, That this Apoſtolical *Preſeript 
or Canon of good Order was founded up- 
on ſome civil cuſtom then obtaining «+ 
mong the Corinthians and elſewhere ; 
from whence he concludes, that, accor- 
ding to the difference of ſeveral Cours 


tries, 


+ & bs _S 
[4 age 0 _— > 
ba ifs PLN y 
” 
% . KA 
% * % 
Fr 
* v 
4 
[ 


oe "94 £ Wo  PETED 434 7 4 a ara 
+ I as bb 

$ 

BY 


4 \ U } 4 i n 4 % L it Ie J 4 Cs 
iofet, ach art Habit and Depirtinest i; 
faB ufed ir Divine Service, which is 
eoitichetily uſed to expreſs Never rence 


td Deteny int eombttfation. — _ 

_ © The Retortiler, to evade the tortd- 
Fin of thit Inſtance, faith : | 

| ©This PraQtice is reproved by the 
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© Apoftte, as thar, wheteby thiey dif] P36 


6 kinonred their Heads, ve#ſ. 4, 5: That; 
* which the Man ought not to do, be- 
© caſe he towns the Image of God, v. 7. 
* That, which the Woman ought noc 
*to do, becauſe if the Angels; v.10; 
« dang, the Indecerity of this pra- 
* ice was , that, which every one 
© might judg of, v. 13. and that even 
« Natare taught, faith the Apoſtle: The 
© praQtice therefore here reproved was 
© no indifferent thing.) 

To' which a/iver, That there was; 
tndoubtedly; a great Decency in the 
thing ſenified, that Men and Women 
ſhould reſpe#ively own the difference of 
their Sexes, and dettiean therh(chves a- 
greeably thereunto ; but this particular ſigrt 
expreſſrve thereof, by the Men's bting anco- 
vered ard theWonian covered,could only 
be fopitdl; ard according to the cuſtons of 
fhat Countrey (which gas here queſtr- 
oxleſt detotes; the _ of the#y plac 
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being as a ſecond Nature to the Inhabi- 
tants) And therefore the Rite was in it 
felf different, and the peculiar ſignifi- 


cancy of it in Divine Service very -much 


depending upon the Apoſtle's preſeripti- 
on, | He, that will ſee the different + 
Cuſtoms of N ations in this matter, both 
in and out of Sacred Oſes, may conſult 
Grotizs and Gappel/us at large on the 
Pee. } | | 

© But ſecondly, (faith he, as diſtruſt- 
* ing the force of this firſk Reply) it 
© well deſerves to be- obſerved, that 
* the Apoſtle, notwithſtanding all theſe 
© Reaſons, lays no Impoſition on them in 
* this caſe: He praiſes them, who 0b- 
* ſerved the Traditions he had before 
* taught them. He ſaith, that if any 
©Perſon would (till argue for this Pra- 
* tice, he would be a Lover of (onten- 
© tention, and would a& contrary to the, 
* cuſtoms of the Apoſiles, and other Chri- 
* ſtzan Churches 3 but then he makes 70 
© Canon for Oniformity in this matter, 
, impoſeth 0 "Penalty on the Refuſer to 
© comply, &*c.] 

To this I anſwer, That the Apoſtle 
doth here impoſe it as a Rite, which they 
ought to conform unto 3 he puts a ' Nor. 
dcbet on the Man's part, * He ought not 


©to 


® _- 


Womans, * For this cauſe ought the Wo- 


+ 35a pernicious thing, and therefore to 
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© ran to have power on ber Head.. And 


;* hereby he calls them to' an Uriformity 


with other Chriſtian Churches ; and 'de- 
nounceth them, that will not acquieſce in 
his Reaſons, nor yield to' bis Authority, 
to be contumacious and ſtubborn Diſpu- 
ters, Lovers of Comtention ;, and as jach 
to be marked and cenſured for oppoſing 
the Cuſtoms of the Church, | 
© He is contentions, faith er. Caluin 
* 0x the place, who is {tirrd up with the 
©Lft of Gontroverſy, and doth not care 
© to yield unto Truth. Such are all thoſe, 
s who without neceſſity carpat good and 
« profitable Rites, who move Diſputes of 
* things that are not doubtful, who ace 
* quieſce not in "Reaſons given for their *. 
« jnit ſatisfaGFion, and ſuffer not them- 
< ſelvesto be brought into order. Such _.. 
*are alſo oxovdryi, an unſociable fort -* : 
© of Mex, who are carried out with a _ | 
< fooliſh affeFation to innovate. Such as , "Quo Ay 
© theſe, faith he , St. Paul thinks not 5:45 compe- 


* worthy an” Anſwer, becauſe Contention ſcend-s ef 
pervecaces © 


fry rix and; cufs- q 
* be driven'from the Churches of God der, qui 
42 n- ; 
* * and* hereby, Jaith he, he teacheth, 77,75 9m 


* that perverſe Mer, and fuch as are gi- n:b«s. Cay, 
H * ven 13195 
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” ,  F*mepto wrangle, are rather tqhe me- 
b- 7 * preſſed with Authority, than to be re- 
* fited with long, Diſputations 3 for there 
* will zzever be an end of Contentions, 
* faith he, if you ſtfive with a quarrel- 
* ſome Min ; though he be overcome ar 
* bundred times, he will not yet be wea- 
© ried or give over. 
And, ſaith the Learned Grotiae, 
* The Apoſtle here cats off af Diſputa- 
* tions, with theſe two Axes, as it were, 
, Apo olic al Inſtitution and the Cuſtom 
* of the Churches. And, to call that in+ 
* to queſtion, which is received through all 
© the Churches, is the part ard charaBer 
© $iNoreupy of thoſe that are contemtiogs. 
This was St, * © Tt 15A point, faith St. Auguſtir, of 
Ambroſe his * anoſt inſolent Madneſf, to think that 
| - aa © not to be done well or rightly, which is 
ers of K+, i af; 
Rite and Cere- © done by the Univerſal Church, 
many, which -' * * SHOI Hs Rb Tn 
S:. Auguſtin , as often as he con/ier'd of, (which he did often) [oo- 
ved wporns and welcomed as ax Heavenly Oracie, Ad quam forteEccle- 
jram veneris , tjaw mirem ferva, curquam 1:0 vas eſſe ſcandals, 
FCC GHenguent Hits. E>. 118, * b - | : 
yo And ach I eſteem to be the Deter- 
; enination of ihis matter about Ceremonies. 
The Inſtances are very many, which 
the Learned Recorciler himfelf affords 
usz I will only here refer to iwoof 
of them. The former is about the 
Cr 3 GW”. wing 


tine - Imaverſion or threefold 
fee, as 2 Sywbolical Ceremony, to: 


nity the Dofrine of #he Trinity, or 
Nh and Refwaltien of iſt 


£2 
+ 


after three days. * This thing, faith the- 


« Reconciler, was fo much the Preddice 
of the Church, that, in the 49th Canon 
© of the Apoſtles, he, that doth »0t uſe 
© this trime [wmerſion, is ſentenced to 
© be depoſed frons bis Dignity. Here 
then we have, confefſedly, a ſevere Im- 
poſition of a Symbolical Ceremony, 

He tells us indeed afterwards, « How, 
© the Arriars expounding this Cuſtons 
© ta their Advantage, as lignitying the 
* Subſtantial Difference of the Father 
© from the Sou and Holy Ghoſt, the Bi- 
* ſhops of Spaire uſed a ſingle Immerſion, 
* and Pope Gregory commend them for 
© doing it upon this Occaſion z And this 
© was brought into 4 Law there by the 
« 4th Council of Toledo. [Here till ts a 
Symbolical Ceremony brought into Lam 
and *Pradice 5 a ſingle Immerſion in Ba- 
ptifae to lignify the Unity of Eſſence in 
the Trinity. And this only proves the 
former Ceremony not to be neceſſary in it 
elf, as the former doth this 5, and, that 
either of them may be enjoined, as the 
Church: ſeegoccaſign. —- And whereas 

H 4 he 
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Fs - Sano Aninadverſinoin 
” P.:84 he adds, © Though the trine Immerſion 
| | *beyet continued in moiſt Churches, yet 
© ours doth take the Liberty wholly to va- 
*ry fromther, and from the Artients in' 
<this matter. ] ; 
"This only recommends the ſingular 
Indulgence 'of our Church, which hath 
made zo Determination for, or againSt 
either of thoſe Ceremonies, miſliking #ei- 
ther for their Significancy, and allowing 
of both to be-uſed, as to her Sons ſhall 
ſeem at any time beſt. | 
The other Inſtance is of the Cuſtom 
in the "Primitive Church to pray ſtand- 
P. 278, ing on the''Lord's-day, and from. the 
time of Eafter to Whitſunday ſymbolically 
to repreſent the ReſurrefFion 5 And ſuch 
was then" the reputed Obligation of this 
Ceremony, taken up among them ; 
that Tertulian ſaith, * We account it 
| This.  *Wickedneſto kneel on the Lord's-day at 
BM * Prajicr. ' Which I would not cenſure 
in him for a ſ#perſtitiows "conceit of the 
Ceremony in its own nature, as neceſſary ; 
but the valxe, ther ſet upon it for its ſig- 
ificancy; And, * When ſome began to 
| * vary from it, ſaith the. Reconciler, the 
a: * great Council of Nice took notice of it, 
EL: * and declared” their pleaſure, thar aZ/ 
* Kurches ſhould aniformly 01ſerve - 5; 
£54 7 | ut 
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the: SanJion', though they wight- alſo 


have. impoſed a "Penalty too in the eaſe, 
without the i-peachment of it 5/butzſuch 
was the Reverence in that Age" tv their 
Authority, that a | ſuperadded” Penalty 
wright poſſibly be thought needleff. That, 
which -I hexce-remark, is, That Oi- 
formity in a Symbolical Rite-was impoſed 
| bynoleſs Authority than the great 'Conn- 
cil of Nice. —- And, however 
this Obſervance now hath cealed-by: De. 
ſuetude, yet we retain, as Þ conceive, 
fome prints of its Reſemblance;. m' our 
ftanding up at the Greed and the Goſpel. 

The ſubſtance of what I here argue 
for,. is granted, upore occaſion, by the Re- 
conciler, 1n the \ Anſwer he gives 'by way 
of corre&tion in the Words of the #xcellent 


"* 


Biſhop Taylor, * That it is forever '#e- ?. 3:3- 


* ceſſary, that things ſhould be done* in 


*the Church decently and. in 'arder : 
* And fince the Queſtion off Decency 
* will for ever have Variety and Flx, 


« Swcceſſion'and a Relative Uncertainty ; 


{ It is neceſſary, that of this there ſhould 
t he perpetual Judges and Didators, and 
v\.9r? | / * theſe 


P. 313- 


P. 38. 
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* theſe can be no other than ' the Rulers of 
© #he Church, who have the, ſazce power 
© that the Apoſiles had iz this. It cannot 


©<therefore (faith the Recorciler ) be ra- 


* t50nally denied, that the Rulers of the 
* Church have Power to command things 
* which belong nuto the Poſitive Decency 
$ and Order of the Service of God ;. But 
* then, ./aith be, 1t hath been proved at- 
© ready, that the Gerewonies, now uſed 


© iz the: Church of England, have nothing 


* in thews of this nature, and conſequem- 
*ly, _ EG s. NO 
* gronwd for tbe impoſing of them Ut 
. ww ang So thatin the Iſs, the 
Diffenter directly oppoſeth bis private 
Ogivien and Fudgwent to that of the Ru- 
lers of the Ghurch, whom yet he ac- 
knowledges tq be of all right the perpe- 
tual Judges and DifJators in the caſe. 
They ſay, theſe things impoſed are De- 
cent end Orderly 5 He faith, they have 
0thing of Poſitive Decency and Order ir: 
them: And this, he faith, he hath al- 
ready provd, Let us look back here a 
little to 1t. E 
[ <I call that Poſetive Order, Decen- 
*ry, or Reverence, ſaith he , which, be- 
© ing done, renders the Service more de- 
* cent, reverent, and orderly, than other- 
$) "wiſe. 


$ Mir p . —_— 
Ry op Fay ſhould 
2 Oe Teo, cud "> 
| eh "Ghar than therwiſe it would 

that my meaning 1s, that if 
y Fo lick Serpice was by the Mini- 


performed without a Swrplice, if 
att1{oe were adminiſtred by him with- 
© out the Craſs, if the Sacrament of the 
* Lord's Supper were adminiſtred to 
< ſach, as did Tot kpyel, but flaud, (he 
hop ave added, or fit, as at anar- 
al; for that is the greet ſeraple 
in "this Controverſy) *at the receiving 
© of - it 3 Theſe Adzgys would: nat be 
FEES fee 
* any 7 ooaneſs, winhic 
© to them, nor yet ixdecently, d 
* Iy, or irreverently.] (He ſhould ts. 
pot lefs decently, diſorderly, or _ NB. 
reatly, than now they are.) Thus he 
congeives 3 but the Church (which is to 
be Didator in the caſe) pronounceth 


otherwiſe, Let ug hear his Reaſoys. 
© 1. Sith be, if the Omiffion of 1644. 
© theſe Ceremonies renders thoſe AQi- 
© ans, 'to which they are annexed, ſr- 
* ful, indecent, irreverent, Or diſorderly 
| gs (he ſhould have ſaid, ; ks 


 XUM 


-Joie Giinbiesfin an | 
decently,"reverenty ,” or - orderly) *chen” 
_ "®-Chriſt-and his Apoſtles, in the perfor- , 
* mance of them, did worſhiþ God in 


. ſuch a\manner, f as was' infid, indecent, 
© rrreverent "and 'aiſorderly : For it is 
* certaip, they uſed not the Syrplice 1n 


* Publick Prayer, the Croſs in Baptiſm, 


* or-Kneeling in the a& of en, : 


To thisI anſwer, by denying the Conſe- 
quence: For, 1. it ts 20t de fide certain, 
that -newther Chriſt, nor his Apoſtles 
uſed the Swrplice, Groſs , or Kneeling 
ſpoken-of, a/., or ſoxze one of them. 
This Negative cannot - certainly be proved. 
2. What was perhaps decent and order- 
ly them, may ceaſe tobe fo, orbe kf ſo in 
after-Mges , and 'ovher Countries, ' For 
the 2veſtion of Decency (as he hath wel 
granted out of Biſhop Tailor, had he' as 
well conſidered it) will for ever have 
Variety and Flux, Succeſſion and a rela- 
tzve QOrneertainty. And upon thes' ac- 
count we are not 'confined to follow or 
imitate Chriſt or his Apoſtles in uncom- 
manded Circumſtances of this nature, 
which might be in ' them occaſional on- 


ty, 
" 2. Saith he, | Fhen are not theſe 'Ce-' 


© remonies indifferent, and alterable bythe 
© ſame Power which enjoins them, as" 


* af- + 
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« ſerted.. by the. Church of England:s I 
anſwer ſtill, by denying the Conſequence : 
Theſe Ceremonies, do yet remain«'in 
their own nature indifferent , that! 1s, 
they are #0t particularly and determinat- 
ly required or commanded, nor any where 
forbidden by God - And the Church of 
England may alter them, whenſoever ſhe 
ſees 45 juſt Grounds and Cauſes fo to do, 
as to enjoin them, - | 


© 3. Saith be, [ Then muſt the Omiſſi- 1a; 


© 0x of theſe Ceremonies be a 1ranſ- 
« greſſuon of thoſe  Precepts , which do 
* command us, to ſerve the Lord with 
© Reverence, and to let all things be done 
* decently and in order, which cannot 
* be affirmed by them , who confels 
*theſe Ceremonies to be Indifferents ] 
I- anſwer ſtill, by denying the Conſe- 
quence. . The Omiſſion of theſe Ceremo- 


ies upon a jui? occaſion, or in ther- 


ſelves confidered, -may not be a Tranſs 


greſſion of thoſe General Precepts:; and 
yet the obſerving of theſe Geremonies too 
may be a Compliance with thoſe: General 
Precepts ;, becauſe the Particulars,which 


they refer unto, are variows and inde- ' 


terminate : And in things indifferent 


(that is, which are ot particularly cam- 


manaed or forbidden by God.) there may 
| be 
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be yet alogrees of me remote or ttarer 
Approaches to Good of Evil, Derent ot 
Urnudecem, Thicre are dIif$064 D605 iv, 
and T@gs troneg. There thay be 
Reafons , Aptitades arid Terdencies to 
ſome or other good. and fitting Purpoſe, 
ſometimes to 7econmend owe, and fome- 
times to recommend another. And itt 
theſe nratters too, we thay be faid then 
to do well, when yet, it may be, we 
might do better. As the Apoſtle plainly 
dſſerts in the caſe of Marriage, 1 Cor. 7. 
36. *Let him do what he will, he fin- 
© zeth n0t. - He that giveth her 
*in Marriage, doth wellz but he, that 
* giveth her not in Marriage, doth bet- 

© ter. 
Nor, after all, do I ſee 4ny Reaſon, 
© why the Power of Church-Governoxrs 
* 7x hisrebus, ſhould be confined to matters of Poſr- 
de quibme ni- tive Decency, as he explains it. A La- 
hilcerti /4t%+ 2:1ude, me-thinks, might here do as 


| ze Scriptura . in 7 
| Divinz, Mos Well, asin other caſes. A Latitude of 


| Popull Del» Power in the Church, as well as a Lati- 
| Majorumpro F#de in the Conformity of her Ghildren. 


kg: 1xends Confidering eſpecially, how nniverſal- 


|  Ep..86. 


Q=od neque contra Fidem, neque contre bonos rtiores inj#ngiter,in- 
differenter eff habendam,& pro corum, inter quos vivitur, fociczate 
# ſervandurs Id. Ep. 118. #61 plare vide. 
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the ProtalfantRecauciler, &cc. v2y * 


ly the Commands ran. * Children obey 
hos Parents in all things. Servants 0+ 
© bey your. Maſters in all things, Which 
we cannot ſafely bownd with any other 
R i#ior, than this, that it be © inthe' 
d, that is, ſo far, as may confiſt 
with our Obligations to him as owr Abſc- 
lute Sxprenee, (o far, as is not comtradi- 
. Gory to bis Commandments. 

"fate therfore he tells us ; [* The 342 
< Diſſenters not only alow tha there 
* are many caſer, wherein ſomewhat 
© its, 282 genere, neceſſary to be determi- 
© ned ; but alſo add, That is af caſes 
© tomy ſuch the Magiſtrate Civil or Sa-. 

not only waz, but muſt deter- 
© zxine; And indeed no Man 7: his 
* wits can doubt, that what is neceſſary 
© to be determined maſt be determined 5 
* And, ſeeing in parens 04 babes 
© poteſtatere, it follows, that they can- 
© 0k be determined by any other but Supe- 
© riours; thatis, they cannot obligingly 
© bedetermined by others. But then, 
< ſaith he, ors cy" deny, that it 
* is neceſlary to determine any of thefe 
© ſcrupled Ceremonies : — they have 
the Truth of 
* that Derial ; far near of quod 


© 226 


XUM 


NB, 


* neceſſar-to be Hone which cannot be left 


© x rdone; That only neceſſary to. be de-' 
© termieed jn order to the Performance * 
* of an Ation, without which the A-: 
*.ction cannot be dore, or at leaſt not 
ella]: 1 if? 6) 1 \ 3 
- TheRelult of this Diſcourſe, in tay 
thoughts, is but this great Abſurdity, 
That Magiſtrates, Civil and Sacred, may 


. do that only without Sin, which they muſt 


do of neceſſary Duty. And I ſhall nor' 
{tay to-make further Remarks upon it. 
Only let the "People note; that when 
we ſpeak of Geremonies, as indifferent 
and unneceſſary in themſelves conſider d, 
we do not mean, .as the” Reconciler.and 
the D;ſſenters commonly repreſent them, 
Trifles and needleſs Things, but ſuch, as 
the Divine Law. hath not laid any parti-' 
cular Reſtraint of Neceſſity upon: by its 
Commands or Prohibitions, but left to' 
be freely determined by our ownPrudence, 
or the publick Authority. And that,which 
is not eceſſary by a Divine Command, 
may yet have other Neceſſities, or high 
Conveniences, which are ext of kin 
thereunto to recommend it: It may 
be zeceſſary.to do the Aion with greater 
Order,. and Solemmity , and QOniformi- 
ty, &c, : kn F | 
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their Fathers Commands, not only unt- 


verſally to all of them, but omnino pro-. 
#t, according unto all in _ circnme 


ſtance, *You find this Re 
* your ſeveral Corporations, ſaith he, 
* where the omiſſion of # Pun@ilio draws 
* after it intolerable Defaults, The 
* Hedg is cafily preſs'd through, where 
* but 0zze Buſh 15-wound aſide 3 And the 
© Breach of one Circumſtance is but the 
* diſpoſition to another. Things that in 
© themſelves ſeem of no conſiderable 
* moment, within a while appear conſider- 
* able by the negle&; as the Error, that 
* appears not at the firſ# declining Line 


* of the Workman , a while after mani- * 


* feſts an irrecoverable Deformity. [_Ac- 
'* cording toall.) That's the ſureſt {ele 
* togo by : you know it your ſelves 
© in your own Corporations : you know 
* it in your own Families, if you know 
* any thing. Give an Inch, and they 
* will take an Ell, is your own Proverb; 
* and cannot you judg as equally for the 
* Church 2 &c. 


There is zo end of thoſe Queſtions, 


what is Decent ? what is Neceſſary ? if 
wequit the publick Standard and Deter- 
: 2l 


minations. 


uilite in 


Dr, Frank, J 
). at it, 5 
Paul's Crofs, 


* 


Some Animadver frons dn 
minations. One faith, Epiſcopacy is not 
receſſary. Another , Carine it 
felf, or any Preſcribed Form is not ne- 
reſſary. Another ſaith, It is r20t meceſ- 
fary that we have any Greed but the Bible. 
Another, that a National or Parochial 
Church it ſelf is not neceſſary. Another, 
that Infant-Baptiſm is not neceſſary. An- 
other, that Material Churches, or Tem- 
ples are z0t neceſſary, Another, that 
Holy Daies and Stated Faſts are not ne- 
ceſſary. Another, that Tithes are not 
zeceſſary, &c. One can be well enough 
without this 3 Another without that ; 
And ſome without all. 

'Tisworthily obſerv'd elſewhere by 
the Reconciler, © that the Apoſtle doth in 
© the ſpace of ſever Verſes thrice repeat 
© the Command, that every Mar abide 

© in that Calling, to which he was called, 
* at leaſt /o far, as not to deſert it un- 
* der pretence of Chriſtianity 5 quippe quod 
© 2 © plurimun ſitum et, as being an 
+ Admonition of great moment to pre- 
*vent that. tvidions Accuſation which 
* was laid on the Chriſtian Do@rine, 
© that it did innovate in Civil Matters, 
*and rcnded to diflolve the Relation 
* betwixt Man and Wife, Maſters and 
* Servants. 


The 
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The Oppoſtion, which is made a- 
gainſt our eftabliſhed Ceremonies, hath, 
[ fear, #00 great a tendence this way, to 
innovate in Civil Matters upon the pre- 
tences of Chriſtianity, and therefore it 
may be of no ſmall moment, to give 
ſome Admonition againſt it. For (to 
ſay nothing of the Ring in Marriage, 
which 1s 2ow, I perceive, well enough 
digeſted ) is not the ſegnificant Ceremony 
of a corporal Oath, to lay the Hand on 
the Book, and afcerwards to kiſs 7t, 
every way as exceptionable, as the Croſs 
in Baptiſm 2 Is not Swearing a Religious 
Ad £ Isnot that Ceremony as Symboli- 
cal , and iz it ſelf as indifferent £ Is 
it not commanded on a ſevere Penal- 
ty £ No Right at Law, no Juſtice ad- 
miniſtred without it, no Privitedg of 
the Subjed without ſo taking the Oaths of 
Allegiance and Supremacy, &C. 

Then, may not the Robes of Judger, 
and the Liveries of Companies, and the 
Habits of Ovniverſities , and Inns of 
Court, the Corner'd Cap, and Hoods, 
&C. be as reaſonably challeng'd, as the 
Surplice £ 

Then, for Kymeeling , no Scruple 
ought to be made of that , when it 18 
remembred, that we uſe it towards 
T Our 


the Proteſtant Roconcfler, &c; 


F. $2 


Some Animadver ſions on 
our Parents, and our Princes, and 
that as a Geſture properly expreſſive 


of Reverence to Superiours. 


SSCY, 13 


Ut becauſe K reeling at the Recei- 

ving of the Lord's Supper 1s the 0n- 

ly impoſed Ceremony, that the Laity are 

concerned in, T will ſtop a while more 
particularly to conſider of it. 

[© Seeing theſe Ceremonies chiefly de- 
* barr the Laity from full Communion 
* with ws, by leaving of theſe things 
* indifferent, their Mouths muſt be er- 
* tirely flopd : And if we gain the Laz- 
© ty, '15 not improbable that many of 
© their Preachers, and the Rzng-leaders 
* of toe Sc hſm would quickly follow.] 

Theſe Ceremonies, which he ſpeaks 
ſo tragically of, as debarring the Laity, 
awindle at last into this one Ceremony of 
K nuling at the Sacrament. 

Now concerning this Geſture it ſelf, 
there Cai: be #0 poſſuble Scruple ; tor it 
1s particularly expreſſrue of Keverence, 
and under the Reommendation of a gene- 
ral Divine Precept, or Exhortation. 
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che Proteſtant Reconcfler, &c. 


< O come, let us worſhip, and fall 
© down and kneel before the Lord our 
* Maker! And of Chrift it is foretold, 
©That every Knee ſhall bow unto him, 
And this is a pecwliar part of that Honour, 
whereto God bath highly exalted him, in 
this ſort tobe worſhippd and acknowledg'd 
7 the World, Phil. 2. 10. But that no 
Divine Honour is hereby given, or 
intended to be given to the Sacramen- 
tal Elements, or any Corporeal Preſence 
of Chriſt in them, will be evident from 
the ſolemn Declaration of the Church, 
which we ſhall produce afterwards. 
The only Doubt in the Accommoda- 
tion of it to the AF of Receiving is, that 
it ſcemsto be a Variation ſrom the firſt 
Copy of onr bleſſed Saviour's Adminiſtring 


to his Apoſtles. 


Now as to that, it deſerves to be 
conſidered, that ſo are the two other Po- 
ſtures pleaded for in competition with 
it, Standing or Sitting. — More par- 
ticularly, 

1. Tis certain the Jews did wary in 
After- Ages ſrom the firſt Geſture appoint- 
ed to the * Paſiover,Exod. 12. 11. * Thus 
* ſhall ye eat of it, with your Loins 
*airded, your Shoes on your Feet, 
and your Staff in your Hand, and ye 
| I 3 | © thall 
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** Some Animadver ſtonson 

[* Whereas it is ordained in this Of- 
* fice for the Adminiſtration of the 
* Lord's Supper, that the Communi- 
* canits ſhould receive the ſame Kneeling, 
© (which Order is wel! meant for a ſigm- 
* fication of humble and grateful Acknow- 
© l1edement of the Benefits of Chriſt there- 
© ir green to all worthy Receivers, and 
© for the avoiding of ſuch Profanation and 
* Diſorder in the H.Communion, as might 
* ctherwiſe enſue ) yet leſt the ſame 
* Keeling ſhould by any Perſons, ei- 
* ther out of Ignorance and Infirmity, 
* or out of Malice 'and Obftinacy, be 
* miſconſtrued and depraved, it 1s here 
© declared, that thereby zo Adoration 
* x intended, or ought to be done, either 
* anto the Sacramtental Bread and Wine 
* there bodily received; or unto any Cor- 
* poral Preſence of Chriſt's natural Fleſh 
* and Blood. For the Sacramental 
* Bread and Wine remain ſtill in their 
* natural Subſtances, and therefore may 
* not be adored ; (for that were Idolatry 
* to be abhor'd of all faithful Chriſtians ) 
* 2nd the natural Body and Blood of our 
«< $2viour Chriſt are i Heaven, and not 
© kere , it being againſt the Iruth of 
* Chriſt's Natural *Body to be at one 
© time in more places than one. ] —- And 
with 


eo. 


— 


the Protefiant Veroneiler, &c. 
with Tach a1 Explication as this, Mr. 
Caluin allows of Adoration at the Sacra- 
ment:  < Such Adoration, ſaith he, I 


<.would call legitinzate, which ſtops mot In 1-4 S: 37 


© 2 the Signs, but is direFed to Chrift in 
© Heaven. 

Now I cannot but obſerve a wart of 
Candar in the Reconciler (as in ſome 0- 
ther matters relating to the Church, ſo) 
particularly with reference to this De- 
claration. | 


Y [- * The Rubrick concerning K neeling P. 208. 


© at the Sacrament in the ſecond Book of 
* Edward the fixth, begins thus: Al- 
*though no Order can be ſo perfectly 
© deviſed, but it. may be of ſome, either 
* for. their Ignorance. and Infirmity, or 
* elſe for Malice and Obſtinacy, miſcon- 
& Sfrued, depraved and interpreted it: a 
© wrong part; yet becauſe 'Brotherly 
* Charity willeth that,”-fo much as conve- 
*iently. may be, Offences ſhould be taken 
<away, therefore We, willing to do 
* the ſame, Ec. declare, that by Keel - 
*. zng at the Sacrament 0 Adoration of 
© the Elements 1s \ntended. Now, ſaith 
* the Reconciler, who can tel] why this 
* whole Preface in our preſent Com- 
* mon-Prayer-Book is left ont £ |} 


Had 
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F236 
| Had he with Ingenuity and Truth 
tranſcribed that whole Rabrick of King 
HOON Edward's Book, as it lies, it would wore 
| mrs Evidently appear, that there is #0 wate- 
| rrange. rial difference between it, and the pre- 
| P-207-*%- ext. I do not think it worth the while 
fotake that pains here. For, as here- 
preſents it, 'tis viſtble enough , that the 
full Scope and Importance of that Preface 
is ſufficiently included in the fore-recited 
Declaration, wherein the Church, ſofar 
as ſhe thought corverriept, hath chari- 
tably obviaied that Offence, which might 
otherwiſe have been taken by thoſe, who 
either for Ignorance and Infirmity, or 
elſe for Malice aud Obſtinacy miſconftru- 
ed and depraved her Appointments. And 
it 15 not conſiſtent with Truth, to aſſert, 
that this whole Preface was left ont, nor 
 ingenuoms, to inſinuate, that it was done 
upon any evil deſign. 

Some miſtake the Reconciler could 
not chuſe, upon refledion, but be con- 
ſciowa of here : And therefore when he 
repeats it again, and calls it the Prote- 
itation concerning this Ciesture, he ex- 
prefieth himſclf 4 /utle more warily : 
P. 346 * Part of which Words are now omitted 

| *1n our preſent Liturgy : viz, that 7m4- 
* portant Truth, that ſo much, as conve- 
* niently 


— —— 


© niently may be, Offences ſhould be taken 
© away. Where yet I ſee no reaſon for 
the challenge of this Omiſſion of a Trath 
every-where acknowledged, and which 
was the Foundation and Purport of the 
whole declaration. But enough 
of this. 

Laſtly, The Appointment of the 
Church touching Kneeling at the Sacra- 
zent is ſomuch the more reaſonable and 
unexceptionable, becauſe at the very AF 
of Receiving (he hath alſo ordered a de- 
vout *Prayer on the Communicant's be- 
half, which by a fervent Amer he is 


concerned himſelf to ingeminate. * The 
. © Body of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which 


© was given forthee, preſerve thy Bo- 
* dy and Soul to everlaſting Life. [ And 
here, faith the Scotch Liturgy , ſhall 
the Receiver ſay, Amer.) *The Blood 
© of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which was 
* ſhed for thee, preſerve thy Body and 
« Soul untoeverlaſting Life. [Here a- 
gain, faith that Liturgy, the Party re- 
ceiving ſhall ſay, Amer.] Now there- 
fore, if the Diſlenters /cruple not to 
K neel at their ſolemn *Praiers , they 
need not ſo to do in the At of Rerei- 
ving the Lord's Supper, as it is by the 
Church of England appointed to be ad- 
miniſtred. Up- 
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Upon the whole T may well ſay, con- 
ſidering the *Plainzeſs of the thing, 
and the frequent Apalogies made by. the 

_ Charch and her Soxs for it, that if any 
ſhall yet oppoſe his own conceited Opinion 
againit all this Evidence, and Charity, 
(as Mr. Calvin ſaith upon a like occaſi- 

Iii. 1. 4.61% on touching Church-Orders ) Viderit 3pſe 
qua moroſitatems ſuan ratione Domino ap- 
probat, * Let him ſee what defence he 
* can make before God for his Sturd:- 
© neſs or Frowardneſs. 

And yet after all I do humbly con- 

Th: C47. 4 ceive, the Church of England would be 
# 714\<-4 _ Content even to 2zjure her impoſing Po- 
If. ovſ7y 00479 Wer in this mot reaſonable matter, could 
7 LS gs ſhe hope by ſo doing to reclaim the 
mo 3 Diſſenting Laity to her Communion. And 


102 realon bly 


Gro 4. TI think it might dcſerve to be pro- 
"0! vT1h [0 | - ly Vaſo 
=p £17005 pounded, with ſubmijſcon to ber Wif- 


which 1> ihe dom, whether, as matters with us ſtand, 
excelent 1% the Puniſhment however tor the Omilſ1- 


e& 'ECOMMmMENI= - 

%4 rom ne. 0, Might not be rather commuted by 
2/4444 1 the ſanction of the Civil Magiſtrate into 
thc F: cart of n - 

I REEL {ome Temporal or Pecuniary Mild tor 
les BEL, charitable Oſes: And one Reaſon here 


might be taken from the common Ob- 


ſcrvation of the great ſucceſs of the Teſt 


of late, whiich brought ſo many to the 


( hurch-communion, Whom the dread ot 


any 
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” the Proteſiget Reconciler;&c. | 


any. ſpiritual Cenſures had but little 3n- 
fluence upon. : 
I will cloſe this Controverſy about 
the Impolition of Cerexonies in the 
Words of Bp. Gandez, when His Ma- 
Jeſty's Condeſcending Declaration was 
yet freſh; © Certainly Humane Eccleli- 
© aſtical Ceremonies, like Shadows, nei- 
* ther fill, nor burthen any Conſcience 
© of themſelves. That which is con{7- 
© derable 1n them 1s, as they are 1n their 
© nature and uſe comely for the Duty, 
*and Inſtances either of Obedience, or of 
© Charity and Onity. And it is no lets 
© certain, whatever [:dulgerce as to the 
© Penalty, or Pradice of Ceremonies, 
* His Majeſty's Clemency may pleaſe to 
* grant to ſome Men of weak Minds 
*and ſcrupulows Conſtiences 1 thele 
*things; ( which Royal! Charity no 
* good Chriſtian will repine at, pro- 
vided it be uſed with Meckreſs and 
* Humility, not Inſolence and Fadionf- 
* neſs ) yet as to the *Principle, whic 
*the Church of England went by in 
© matter of Ceremonies, it is molt true, 
* and undeniably to be mdintuin'd eveil 
*to the Death, that this National 
© Church, as all others, hath from the 
* Word of God Ljlot), Power and 
« Au- 
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Some Animadver fious on 
* Authority within its own Polity and 
© Bounds, to judg of what ſeems to it 
* moſt agreeable and decent as to any 
© Circumſtance or Ceremony in the Wor- 
* ſhip of God, which the Lord hath left 
* wnconfined, free and indifferent in its 
* nature, and only to be regulated and 
* confined by every (ſuch Eccleſiaſtical Po- 
* lity within it ſelf 5 where the Conſent 
* of the major Part of Church and State, 
© bothin G ouncils and *Parliaments, in- 
* cludes the whole, and may enjoin its 


: © Rules and Orders in theſe things upon 


* all under its JuriſdiGFion, and within 
© zts Gommemnion > As well as a Maſter 
*of a Family may appoint the Time, 
* Place , Manner, and eMeaſure, Ge- 
* ſkure, and Veſture, wherein he will 
* have all bis Family to lerve God with 
* him. | 

And very few, I think, if any, do 
Seruple our Ceremonies, (which are, as 
St. Auguſtin would have them, few 3»: 
Number, eaſy in Prattice, apt in Signi- 
fication ) who do not allo ſtrike at this 
DoGrinal Principle , upon which the 
Church kath proceeded, and -which ſhe - 
cannot diſcharge without a wrong to 


her ſelf, and the whole Gatholick Church 
of Chriſt. | 
And 


the Proteſtant Reconciler, &c. 
And this is a ſufficient Vindication to 
the "Reverence and Reſpe# by the 
Church of England born unto Antiquity 
in this caſe z that ſhe retains and goes 
upon that General ule, whereby the Gu- 
ſfloms and Canons of the Churches of 
God have been founded from the Begin- 
ing. Nor 1s It any prejudice to her 
Sincerity in this Reverence, that ſhe hath 
alſo ſhewed her Liberty in forbearing 
ſome Ceremonies then in uſe, as well as 
her Authority in enjoining others, and a- 
bove all her TM, deration, in that ſhe 
hath been content with ſo ſmall a Nums- 
ber ; ſo (mall a number, I ſay, that ſhe 
1s not /zable to be charged in any thing ſo 
much, as in this : but that ſhe hath alſo 
reſerved to her ſelf a Power of Ordaining 


and Publiſhing ſuch farther Ceremonies, tam. 1 Elizg 


as may be moſt for the Advancement of 
God's Glory, the Edifying of his Church, 
and the due Reverence of Chriſt's holy 
Myſteries and Sacraments. 

And this again 1s Comprrgation enough 
to her Equity in departing from the 
. Church of Rome, that (Abulcs removed) 
ſhe continues ſome indifferent Ceremonies 
ſtil in common with her, as a ſtand- 
ing Teſtimony , that ſhe would wever 
have been divided from her Communion 


K upon 


Se2 Reconc, 
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id. P. 653. 


P. 310. 


| Some Animadverfions on. 


upon the account of things indifferent, 
no Holineſs or Superſtition placed in 
them. But how monſtrouſly unreaſon- 
able 1s 1t for any now to fly in the face 
of this Church on the ſcore of three Ce- 
remonies only {but one of which 1s impo- 
ſed on the Laity ) when the Reconciler 
can tell them of twenty wore, that ſhe 
might have vouched Antiquity for ? 

It may be faid, Ithink, of the #hree, 
what Dr. More confeſſeth of one of 
them, (which ſome yet above the reſt 
obje&t againſt, the Croſs in Baptiſm ) 
* If the Church cannot make ſuch Ad- 
* ditionals as theſe, ſhe can make none 
at a}, —— And ſhe muſt, I fear, 
for ever deſpair of demonſtrating her 


impoſing "Power in any, le# ſubje& unto 
Sg cruple. | 


For what may they not ſcruple here, 
who are no great Friends to external 
Decency, or Order, or Oniformity in the 
Chiirck £ 

This is the Anſwer the Recornciler 
ſomewhere gives to certain Texts 0 
Seriptare alledged for Unity and Uni- 
foraity, (_ *If all theſe Places be con- 
« {idered ſeriouſly, ſaith he, they will 
© be found not ro exhort ſo much. to 
* Qnity of Judgement, but of Aﬀet#107, 

| *not 


the ProteſfaritReconciler; 8&c. 


* not to. Uniformity, but to Unaninti- 
© ty, Peace and Concord. | But 1s it not 
evident, that they exhort as much as 
may be unto both 2 to be of the ſame 
mind, and to ſpeak the ſame thing, and 
to walk by the ſame *Rule 5 and as with 
one Mind, fo with ove Mouth to glort- 
fy God ? 

Nor is it any more prejudice to 


QOxniformity, that Unanimity is ſomewhat 


preferr'd before it,” than it 1s to all exter- 
zzal Worſhip 3 that the #zternal is of both 
of greater Value and Neceſſity. As we 
are to glorify God both in Body and Spi- 
rit, which are bis, but chiefly with the 
Spirit and Inward Man; fo we muſt 
labour to glorify him alſo in the Ghri- 
ſtian Aſſemblies both with Faith in the 
Heart and Confeſſion of the Mouth ; by 
Unity both of Judgment and Aﬀection 
in the Heart, and by Quiformity, as 
much as we can, of external Expreſſions 
of the ſame, as ſo many genuine Pledges 
and Teſtimonies of it; by one Mind 
and Heart, and by one Month 3 though 
principally ſtill by the Unity of Faith 
and Charity within, if we reſpe@& the 
Fudgment of God, who is the Father 
of Spirits ; but if we regard the Judg- 
ment of Men, before whom we are to glo- 
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L- rify God, 1t muſt be chiefly, as by ex- 

x Cor. 14. 23. ternal Worſhip, ſo by the Witneſſing our 

| Onanimity of Soul in the ſame by our vi- 

ble Order and QOniformity. And this 

is not only a zatural reſult of being of 

one Heart and Mind, but tends very 

much to the producing and nouriſhing of 

"Peace and Concord in the Church. 1 am 

nor, I confeſs, in love with the Re- 

conciler's Notion of Rewerence and Or- 

der ; that © as ſome ſit , ſome ſtand, 

* ſome kneel at Common-Prazer, — 

P. 338. *and this without confuſion, ſo may 

* ſome fit, ſore kneel, ſome ſtand at 

* the receiving the Sacrament, —] The 

Charch of England is of another Opinion, 

_ which calleth upon her Children a/ ro 

roo 4 - kneel at the Corfelſion, and fland up at 

Ve commend the Greeds, and fay Amen at the Pray- 

ic Beat) of ers, &c. And this Oniformity 1s ac- 
71/7 mary p f: . ' 

eremywhee cording to the Pra@ice of the Church 

almoſt v1 18 of God beth under the Old and New Te- 

| tbe Church, - OISADY 

But ſhould {ch a Liberty as this be 

introduced by the Abatement of pub- 

lick Impoſitions, we lhould certainly 

OPen a gap to this Inconvenience, Ma- 

GEE ny who ow ca form in obedience to the 

Coy, ws Caſſandrian Gonformiſts, I think, 

the Reconuiler ſomewhere calls them, 


and 


ViIiaasa 


OI. 


and ſuch he repreſents himſelf to be, as 
* aroſe from Super-conformity , even in Pri. Þ.59- 
« Cathedrals, as from Half-conformity ) 
when the Laws ard (anons requiring 
this Conformity ſhall be ſuſpended, will 
alſo vary in their Pradices, and be as 
careful of doing no more than ſhall be then 
exaded of them, to the ful, as row 
they are of doing no leſs : And from this 
Variety and Change muſt needs enſue 
Cenſures and Animoſities on either fide 3 
while ſome will be judged ſuperſtitious 
for their Fondneſs to old Ceremonzes, ». 
the Law which enjoined them being 
relaxated or abrogated ;, and others re- 
| flected upon as mutable Weather- cocks, 
and Apoſtates from their former *Profeſ* 
ſion, &c. 
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P, 3 29. 
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Nd after all it is queſtionable, What 

one of the Diſſenters we ſhould here- 

by gain over to our Communion, that will 

not as readily be reduced ſome other way? 

The Reconciler, I perccive, dure not 

engage far for them. But then he 
adds ; 

[ © Suppole that we by yielding in 
© theſe matters ſhould ot reduce one of 
© the Tribe of our Diſſenting Brethren, 
* yet ſhould we take off their mos? play- 
* ſible Pretences, and leave them no- 
*thing which could be rationally offer- 
© ed as a grourd for Separation, or Accu- 
* {ation of our * Proceedings againſtthem 3 
© whereas, while we continue the 1[re- 
* poſttion of theſe things , they cannot 
* want Objedions 10 oppoſe, though not 
* apainſt their own Submiſſion to, yet a- 
* oainſt our 714poſing of theſe things as the 
© Conditions of Gommunion, —— This 
© Condeſcenſiun 10 Superiours would 
* evacuate and fundamentally cut off the 
ground and tle occaſion of their Pleas, --] 


, 


the Poteſfant Reconciler; &c. 


I am not deſirous to wrge any thing 
againſt the gracious Condeſcenſions of our 


Superiours, whereſoever, and to whom- 


foever they judg it reaſonable : And it 
cannot be denied , but if the Laws 
were removed, there could be no poſ- 
 fible Pretext to be made againſt rhems 5 
but whether as planſible Pretences may 
not ſtill as rationally be offered againſt 
what ſhall be yet left landing, | am 
ſomewhat i» doubt, We have to do 
with a ſort of Mex, that will never 
want ſome alledgment or other to ac- 
cuſe the *Publick Proceedings. And 'tis 
ingenuouſly confeſs'd by the Reconciler, 
that whatſoever they zow clamour a- 
gainſt the mpoſitions , they have n0- 
thing reaſonably to objeF againſt their own 
Submiſſion to them, much leſs as a ground 
of Separation, becauſe of them, — Again, 
ſaith he, | | 

* They who at firſt diſſented from the 
© Conſtitution ot our Church, decla- 
© red, they did it purely on the account 
© of theſe things - It therefore the for- 
© bearance to impoſe them will not pre- 
* vail upon them to embrace Communion 
© with us, we {hall have the Advantage 
© over them, that to all reaſonable Mer 
v it will appear, that they are not the 
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© gemnine Off- ſpring of the Old Diſſenting 
« Proteſtant , but a Newupſlart þ ation, 
* which call for ſuch Co:ditions of Gom- 
© mmmnion, as their more ſober Brethren 
*never dreamd of. ] This, I think, 
appears unto reaſonable Men pretty well 
already. by thoſe ſeparate Aſſemblies which 
the firſt Diſſenters did wot dare to plead 
for. Yet I eſteem it no grent Glory 
for any to be the gernine Off-ſpring of 
thoſe C!/d Diſſexrters neither, who were 
but an »pſtart Fa@ion then, as the wor? 
of theſe are now 3 nor do I think we 
have any Obligation to a kind Remem- 
brance of them, who firſt led the Dance, 
and brozched thoſe *Principles , which 
our #:-/:rm Diſſenters do only improve a 
little, and vnild upon. 

This hath been long ſince urged in 
the caſ:, [| * As you rejoice the *Pa- 
« piſts, ſa you encourage the *Brow- 
© 1ijts, Who build their Concluſtons upon 
© zour Premiſes, and put your Specula- 
* tions in practice. For have not your 
« Ring-leaders proclaimed , that our 
* Cor-rement by Biſhops is Popiſh, our 
Liturgy Pojifh, our miniſtring of Ba- 
© ptiſoze with ti:: Groſs 'Popiſh, aur K neel- 
* ing at the Communion Popiſh, our Ho- 
*ly Daies Popiſh, and almoſs Every 

x b 6 Thing 


* Thing Popiſh * Wherefore the Brow- 
* xiſss having learnt that the Pope 7s 
* Antichriſt, and the preſent Ghurch of 
* Rome Babylon ; and hearing a Voice 
* from Heaven, crying, © Go out of her, 
«* my People, that ye be not Partakers 
* of her Sins, and that ye taſte not of 
© her Plagues, have upon zour former 
* Premiſes gathered a PraGical Conclu- 
* for, and made an anal + ns 
* and Rent from the Church of England. 
* And ſurely, my Brethren ,- as they 
* had their Original from your Poſitions, 
*o now are they ſtrengthned by your 
* Pradices, For they may well think, 
* that ſuch learned and vertuows een, 
*ſo. famous and renowned Preachers, 
* knowing a Wo pronounced againſt thene, 
© if they preach not the Goſpel, would 
*never ſuffer themſelves to be felenced 
© for matters which they judged indiffe- 
* rent. And therefore they will take 
* it as granted, that the things you ſtick 
*at-are in your opinion ſimply unlaw- 
* ful. And upon this dangerous Poſiti. 
© on they will build another: For it the 
* Liturgy of the Church of England, as it 
* 3s enjoined at this day to be performed, 
* be ſuch, as a Miniſter cannot execute his 
* Fundion with a good Conſcience, then 
| © they 


the Proteſtant Reconciter, &c. - #49” 
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Book, p. 23. 
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© they conclude ,; that neither may the 
© People hear it with a good Conſcience, 
* becauſe their Preſence were an Appro- 
* bation of it. Thus the ungquiet Will 
* of Man will ſtill be working, even till 
*it run it ſelf upon” the Rock of its own 
* Deſiru@ion.] | 

Here we fee the-true Occaſion and 
Rije of all thoſe ſeparate Congregations in 
the Nation, whom the Reconciler him- 
{clf (notwithſtanding his abundant Cha- 
rity to Diſſenters ) belteveth to be ſchi/- 
zatical. | * And 'tis agreed on all ſides, 
* faith he, that Schiſme is a very great Of- 
* fence, and by the Writers of the Church 
© of England,and by the "Primitive Fa- 
© thers it is declared to be a Sir in its 
© own: nature damnable.) How little 
Encouragement then have we to 11- 
dulge unto, or confide in ſuch Men, or 
their gexuine Off ſpring, or (whatſoever 
may be urged for the eMer ) their 
ſchiſmatical Principles, 

With what Reaſon and Zeal have 
the moſt learned and pious Sors of the 
Ghurch of England appeared all along, 
even againſt thoſe firif Diſſenters, and 
leading Patriarchs of the Non-conforming 
Brotherhood # 
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£ O what a grief ought this to be 


©to their Souls, ſaith one, ſo to wr. ſn a 
© oppoſe themſelves againſt ſuch a <d.tohis 


Ser 


© Learned and Religious Church! and fo 
© ;rreverently to traduce that holy Book 
6 of Gommon-Prayer, a Work of lo great 
© and admirable Excellency ! Concer- 


. *ning which I may truly affirm, that it 


© hath been gut »p like an Anatomy, e- 
© very Vein of it hath been opened, e- 
© very Corner ſearched, every Rubrick, 
© ranſack'd, not a Word, but hath been 
© weighed in the Ballance, not a Sylable 
© but hath been ſifted to the uttermoſt, 
© and yet for allthis, like to the Bridg 
© of Ceſar, the more it 1s oppoſed, the 


< ſtronger it ſtands. 


And again, © Tocome to the Form ,,q. ,.... 


* of Common-Prayer, as it was eſtabliſh- 
© ed by Qucen Elizabeth, O what * Bleſ- 
* 6ngs hath the Lord vouchſafed the 
© People of this Land by means of that 
« Book! How many. Millions of Souls 
© have received comfort by it ! How 
© many thouſands of Learned Men have 
* commended and defended it! You 
* (hall hear oze tor all, even that Judi- 
* cious Fewe/, in whoſe opinion 7t cor- 
* taineth nothing, either diſagreeing from 


© Holy Scripture, or misbeſeeming ſober 


Mer. 
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Dr. Frank, 


| | Serm. at Sr. 


Paul's on 


Col. 3. 15- 


. Some Animaaver ſions on 
© Mex, And yet it hath pleaſedonr 
© Graciows Soveraign, that ſome things 
© ſhould be explained, that the Publick 
* Form of Prayer might be free not 
* only from "Blame, but from Suſpi- 
© cron. ] 

This excellent *Book, we know, 
hath been fince deliberately reviewed, 
and certain Alterations made 1n it by 
the bei? Advice and Authority in the 
Kingdom: And yet ſome Men raiſe 
freſh Obje@ions, even from thoſe Altera- 
tions, What can we ſuppoſe will ever 
ſatisfy them , unleſs they may them- 
ſelves preſcribe and govern all ? Let me 
here recommend to an impartzal Conſt- 
deration the Words of a very Reverend 
Perſon on this occaſion. 

© When God, that here calls us unto 
* Peace, ſhall one Day call us to ac- 
© count, how gracious and thankful we 
© have been for his calling ws to it; 
© what we have doxe or not done to- 
* wards it 5 Conſider, I beſeech you, 
* whether you think ſeriouſly in your 
* Hearts, that it will there paſf for true 
© Endeavours for Peace to anſwer thus - 
*Lord, we have been all for *Peace, 
* and wepetitioned for it, but we could 
* not have it upon our ows Conditions. 


We 
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the Pooteſtant Reconciler, &c. 


* We would have agreed for a *Publick. 
* Service, but we conld not have it of 
* our own making. We could well e- 
* nough have condeſcended to an Uni- 
" formity, but they would not let as, 
" that were the Inferiours, ſet the Rule. 
* We yet agree in the - Articles of the 
* Faith ; only for Indifferences we keep 
* ſtill off We are all ſaved too, we 
*confeſs, by the Croſs of Chrif# , but 
* the zery Sigz of it we thought enough 
*to keep us ſtill aſunder. We were 
* zealous for thy Worſhip, but we would 
*not be confined to it by any impoſed 
* le of Reverence and Order. We 
* could 1ndeed have yet ſubmitted to it 
* our ſelves, but we, ſome of ws, had 
* taught the *People otherwiſe, and were 
* aſhamed to unteach them, We might 
* perhaps have eaſily come in at firi?, 
* but now we have ſo long ſtood ont, 


. © that it is not for our Honour to re- 


*treatz they will call us Timra-coats 
* and Apoſtates, and we ſhall loſe the 
* People quite. Gracious and 4nd not- 
* withſtanding we have been in our 
* Deportzments, but 'twas only to our 
* own Party 5 Thankful beſides to God, 
* though we kept not indeed any ſs- 
* lemn Days of Thanksgivings, or as per- 

© funForily 
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Some Animadver frons on 


© fur:Forily as we could 5 we would go 
©z0 further. In the Sum, We have 
done all we could to have *Peace upon 
© our own: Terms, but we could not ob- 
© tain it, - unleſs we would ſubmit to 
* Decency and Order ; And o it ſtands. 

* And when our Governours and Su- 
© periowrs, call d to the ſame account, ſhall 
© be content to ſtand to our own Con- 
« feſſrons, that they izupoſed nothing but 
© for Onity and Order. Think ſoberly, 
© I befeech you, on which hand lies the 
© true Plea for the Endeavour of *Peace, 
© where lies the *Perverſeneſs , where 
< the Compliance © And if this be the 
« buſineſs, as T fear it is too near it, I ſhall 
© leave the whole World to judg, whe- 
© ther Peace truly rule in the Hearts of 
© thoſe, who upon their own Terms only 
* ſeek it, whether they anſwer their Cal- 
© lings, or are thankful. | 

Nevertheleſs if it \hall {#37 bethought 
expedient, for mere pitty and commiſera- 
tion-ſake to ſome weak, and prejudiced 
Diſjenters, to importune the Church and 
State for ſome Condeſcenſion farther in 


ferupled Ceremonies and ceriain diſputa- 


 bleClauſes of the Liturgy (which is the 


profeſſed Deſign of the [{econciler alone 
to plead for in certain Paſſages of his 
Trea- 
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the Proteſtant Reconciler, &c. = 


Treatiſe ) it ought: certainly to-be done 
without any afſront tothe E—_ 
or Reflettion upor the Authority of thoſe 
that are to govern.#. We ſhould not 
at the ſame time endeavour to extort 
that by plain dint of Argument and Ne- 


ceſſity, which we ſue for as an AG of 


ſpecial Grace and Favour. And I do 
readily enough ſubſcribe to the Words 
of Bp. Taylor, which he makes uſe of int 


the caſe. *If the Queſtion be , Who P. 224, ix. 


* ſhall yield £ The Governours certainly 
© have Authority, and others ſay, they 
© have Reaſor, The one ought to be 
* pittied, and the other to be obeyed, 
< but both ought to yield. Only the 
« Subject muſt yield outward Obedience, 
© though otherwiſe it were n0t neceſſary - 
« yet if it be lawful, it accidentally be- 
© comes ſo, Andifit be z0t lawful, or 
« if he thinks it 3s not, yet he mult be 
* careful he give 20 offence, but modeſi- 
« ly, humbly, and without reproach offer 
6 his Reaſons againi# the Law, Þut 
© then the Governours allo mult yreld 3 
* (fo far as they apprehend Reaſon: fo 
* todo) They muſt not conſider, how 
* much 1s poſſzble for them, but how 
* much 1s fit ; they muſt meditate no- 
* thing of Expire, (doing things _ 
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<ly becauſe they have "Power in their 
* Hands) but much of Charity; they 
< muſt conſider, which will do mot good 
© to the Souls to which they relate ;, they 
< muſt with Meakneſs inſtru the Gain- 
© ſazers, and with Sweetneſs endeavour to 
© win them, and bear with the Infirmities 
* of the Weak, if they can perceive the 
* Weakneſs to be innocent. | 
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i SECT. | X 1, 


I Have now "finiſhed my Arimadeuer- 
ſcons upon the firſt Propoſition of 
the Reconciler, which he proſecutes {6 
largely, and with ſo many refleGing 
Paſſages upon the Church of England in 
this his Book, againit the Irrpoſition . of 
' unneceſſary Ceremonies, (as he calls them) 
and rethkining ſome Driſputable Paſſages 
in the Litargy, which he newhere rec= 
'kons up. It only remains, that I preſ# 
him to a' ſpeedy Diſpatch of his promiſed 
Endeavours upon the ſerond , wherein 
he undertakes to prove, with Words of 
Truth and Soberneſs , That Separation 
from Communion with us on the account of 
thoſe ſew ſerupled Ceremonies and Diſpu- 
table Expreſſtons is ſinful and unreaſons* 
ble as well 4s miſchievous. | | 
I will only remember him, that this 
15 one of the beit Periods in his Apology of 
Preface for a favourable Conſtracion 
of what he hath already done 5 and that 
Differvice as well as Duſreſpe, which 
the Application of ſome Arguments and 
Phraſes in his Freatiſe may do the 
| C hureb 
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Church + England and her Honoured © | 
and Apoſtolical Governonrs. - T 

{_ * Since I, who do humbly plead 
*for Condeſcenſion , do mtend , God 
* willing, to plead as ſirffly,, and I hope 
< with more convidzon for - Submiſſion to 
's a IN of the Ghaurch. of Eng- 
*lan . J*1 0 © 
_ He Lak given us ſome taſte here and 
there of his. great Abilitits this way; I 
will only touch upon a few , Paſſages, 
and fo conclude. | 

* Theſe Arguments fall, many of 
them, with wore weight on our Diſſen- 
© ters, provided they can ſhew. na Law 
< of God plainly forbidding their Submiſ- 
* ror: to theſe things, For let me 5k 
* them in the Spirit of eMeekneſs theſe few 
£ Oueſtions. Do they prefer Mercy be- 
* fore Sacrifice, who will not ſubmit to 
'© Rites or Circumſtances, or to the Uſe 
*of things nowhere forbiddenin the Word 
© of God, to prevent Schiſm and all the 
£dreadful Conſequences of it ? but ra- 
« ther will give caxſe to their Superiours 
£to: judg- them ſcandalous Reſtſters of 
5s, Authority; -ati- pertinacious Diſturbers 
fof the Churche's *Peace 2 Are they com- 
> paſſionate towerds the Sheep, according 
+.i5 our Lord's Exawple , who rather , 
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- the Pxbiiitaitt Reronriler, 8c. 1 


« will vefnſe t» beronre Labourers in his 
© Havel; and © Teachers of the Goſpel 
* of Yhe' vey, "od of Gva, than ſabmit to 
* theſe Hitte Fhings in order ' to their re- 


© pular Perfori#ante of this bleſſed Work? 


* Do thot they ſcandalize, offend, and 
© contribute to the [Ruin of Chrit's little 
© ones, Who do involve them in a wret- 
* ched\Schifn,” on the account of things, 
* which they may lawfully ſubmit to 2 
* Do tot they ſhut up the Kingdom of 
© Heaven againit Mer, 'who forbid them 
* to'trter, when they may 2 Do not they 
* zxpoſe heavy Burdens alſo, (and that 
*pithakf Anthority ) who ſay to their 
© Diſciples, Hear not the Common-Pray- 
er 5" Receive not- the Sacrament Knetl- 
© ing 5 Suffer not your Children to be ſign- 
© ed with the Sign of the Croſs 5 Commus- 
*vicate 0b with that Miniſter who wears 
©4 Sarplice, or with that Church, which 
*1Ynpoſeth any Ceremonies, or Conſtitit- 
* tions, but concerning the T7zze and 
*Place of performing Publick Wor- 
* ſhip. If the good Shepherd ſhould /ay 
* down his Life for the (Sheep, ought 
*not they to lay dow# their unneceſſary 
* Scruples for their ſakes? If nothing 
* doth fo ſcardalize Chriſt's Followers, 
« as to find their Tearhers at diſcord and 
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P. 149. 


P. 187. 
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L Sm can they at as becometh bis 
* Diſciples, who are not willing to pro- 
. Tres and Concord, — avoid | 
* this Scandal, by their Submiſlion to 
© things indifferent in their own Nature, 
* and not forbidden in the Law of 
© God ? | 
© Though it could be lawf#l for the 
© Diſlenter to refuſe Obedience to the 
* things impoſed, yet if it be not abſo- 
c lately his Duty ſo to do, he cannot be 
* excuſed for negleAing, what is ſo ex- 
© pedient for the *Peace, Oxity, and Wel- 
* fare of the Church, 

Once more, * The great Rule of 


® Equity, if duly weighed, would migh- 


© tily conduce unto the SatisfaFion of 
* Diſſenters in many of their Scruples, 
« and let them ſee, that in #boſe mat- 
© ters, Which are not apparently forbid- 
«den by the clear Word of God, they 
« ought to yield Obedience to the Come- 
« mands of their Superiours 3 for do not 
« they expe Obedience from their Chil- 
* dren in likecaſes 2 

<If, as the Author of the Friezdly 
* Debate doth put the caſe, you had 
* commanded your Children and Ser- 


© ants to come at ter: of the clock 1nto 


* your Parlor to Famil; Devotions, te- . 
; QUIFING 


« quiring them to come dreſſed, and to 
* kneel at their Devotions, would you 


* permit them to refuſe to come at the / 


* 17ee, and to the Place appointed, 


© becauſe all Times and Places are indif- 


* ferent to God? or inthe Garb appoin- 
© ted, becauſe God regards not Habits £2 


© or to refuſe to keel, becauſe they may 


* prey ſtanding Would you noteſteem 
* them Contermers of your lawful Autho- 


* rity, and weedleſly and ſinfully ſcrupu-. 


* lows 1n thoſe matters? And muſt you 


* not by the ſame Rule be guilty of con-. 
* temning the Lawful Authority of your- 


* Czoil and Spiritual Fathers, and of the 


* Maſters of ChriiFs Family by your 


* Refuſal to ſubmit unto their Conſtitu- 
© tions in Matters of like nature , upon 
© the like accounts £ _ 

I have done both the Reconcily . and 
the Ghurch Juſtice mm the exhibi.ing 
theſe excellent *Paſſages again to view. 
And I muſt conclude, that I have of 
any-where offended -him, who hath ſo- 
lemmnly declared, © That there 1s nothing 
* in the World, in which he ſhall wore 
© heartily rejoice, than in a clear Convi- 
© Fion, that in that Part of his Diſ- 


* courſe, which doth concern his ever 


\ * honoured Superiours, he hath been 
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* (fomewhat at leaſt) miſtaken., —+—— 
However it,prove, I have. endeavour- 
ed and offered at it without Gall azd - 
Bitterneſ;, or any ſuch Traxſports,which 
are vunbecoming a Loving and Dutiful - 
902 in wiping off the Reproaches .caſt ups - 
ou his Dear Mother, the Ghurch. of Engs- - 
land , with her , true Apo ſtolick Guides 
aud Rulers, and Supreme Governonr. 

And in ſome things, I am ſure, I 
may juſtly: challenge his Premiſe both of- 
Thanks and 'Ketradation.; or. expet 
however a better Explanation of more- 
doubtful Paſſages, than any that are to be 
found in our Common Litargy. 


Sed Veniam pro Laude peto. — 
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